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‘Xmas Message 
From Us to You. 


IN THIS HOLIDAY season, 
we salute our readers, the most 
wonderful people in our land. 
We offer a special salute to the 
several thousand self-sacrificing, 
devoted souls have given and 
collected nearly $40,000 in~our 
papers year-end $64,000 fund 


appeal. 


_gehi Sit, | 

Received last week $ 2,085.75 

Total to date (Wed) $39,421.46 

Still to go $24,578.54 

Send your contributions to & 

P.O. ‘Box 136, Cooper Station, AX 
New York City 3, N. Y.; or bring ues 
to 35 E. 12th St., 8th floor, 


N.Y.C. A NM MVEGRO _ 
But, alas, much as we'd love : Oe ICEPVCE SE 


to avoid talking about it at such 4 , a ae 
a time we, have no choice but Qa >Y\SNATE . 
to call attention to the-$25,000 TAS 
to go. We need the whole 
amount to get through this final 
week of 1955 without adding 
to our already-oppressive bur- 
den of debt. And we'll have to 
keep plugging. 
What worries us is that at 
the present rate of $2,000 or so 
a week, we have no idea how 
we'll complete the year even 


— P : ) | 
— what we can borrow. © See Pages 
Cpa f wo Pages on AFL- C10 Resolutions = *S na; 
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Mrs. Roosevelt, 15 Others Ask 


~ Christmas Amnesty for 


16 Smith Act Prisoners 


ON CHRISTMAS DAY, 1921, Eugene Victor Debs, champion of peace, socialism 
and the cause of the working class, walked out of the federal prison at Atlanta, a free man 
by virtue of a Christmas amnesty granted by President Warren G 


ands of trade unions had pressed 
the President to act. 

At this Christmas season, 34 
vears later, the widow of another 
President and 45 other prominent 
Americans made public their lette1 
urging President Eisenhower to 
grant Christmas Amnesty to 16 
Communist Party leaders now in 
prison under the Smith Act.. 

Their action was announced to 


the press by Rev. A. J. Muste, sec- | ; 


retary emeritus of the Fellowship 


-of Reconciliation. Their letter urg- 


ed that sentences of the sixteen 
be commuted to time already serv- 
ed and that the cases of another 
180 under the Smith Act pending 
before trial or appeal courts be 
postponed. 

Signers include: Mrs. Eleanor 
Roosevelt; Dean John C. Bennett 
of Union Theological Seminary; 
Lewis Mumford; Norman Thomas; 
Elmer Rice, playwright; Chaplain 
John M. Krumm of Columbia Uni- 
versity; Stephen Cary, secretary of 
the American Section, American 
Friends Service Committee, Phil- 
adelphia; Henry Steele Commager, 
Columbia University, A. J. Muste 
and others. 

The petitioners point out that 
they “are in fundamental] disagree- 
ment with the philosophy of the 
Communist Party and with essen- 
tial elements in its program and are 
motivated in their present action 
by their attachment to the dem- 
ocratic way of life.” 

The statement quotes the dis- 
senting opinion of Justice Black 
when the conviction of the 11 top 
Communist Party leaders was be- 


fore the Supreme Court to the} 


effect that the defendants were 
not charged with “acts of any 
kind designed te overthrow the 
government’ ner with “saying or 
writing anything “designed to ac- 
complish that objective but only 
with the purpose to “use speech or 
newspapers in the future to teach 
«nd advocate the forcible over- 
throw of the government.” 

It is pointed out that recently 
the Supreme Court has agreed to 
consider review of the California 
convictions under the Smith Act. 
It is urged that an amnesty now 
“would give proof of our con- 


and would contribute to world 
peace by encouraging and inspir- 
ing the friends of the United States 
and winning new ones. 

The statement said in part: 


“We respectfully urge you to’ 


grant an amnesty commuting the 
sentence of the 16 men and women 
now in prison under the Smith 
Act (Alien Registration Act of 
1940) to time already served, and 
to use your influence to secure the 
postponement of trials in the 180 
cases presently awaiating Trial 
Court of Appeals Court decisions 
under the Act. 

“Those who present this peti- 
tion are in fundamental disagree- 


! 


fidence in democratic institutions,” | 


MUMFORD 


ment with the philosophy of the 
Communist Party and with essen- 


‘tial elements in its program and_ 


are motivated in their present ac- 
tion by their attachment to the 
democratic way of life and the 
desire to maintain and strengthen 


jit. 


‘Court Justice Black’s description 
‘of the character 


| 


| 


“We call attention to Supreme 


of the Smith Act): 


and the trial of Communist Party | 
leaders under it in his dissenting’ 


|Opinion. 
| “Recently the Supreme Court 


itself by agreeing to review the! 


‘California Smith. Act prosecutions 

has recognized the appropriateness 

of a ‘second look’ at the Act. 
“Among the 16 for whom we 


(Continued on Page 13) 
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) Assignment: USA 


By JOSEPH NORTH 


LIKE many of you I have 
been toiling under the mid- 
night lamp over the Christ- 
mas cards. Time being what it 
is I realize with dismay that I 
cannot possibly send all the 
greetings I @ 
would want to 
send, for some 
of the folk 
whose hands I 
want to clasp 
—by proxy of 
the postman— 
do not know § 
me. And yet I 
want to con- 
vey to themmy 
gratiwide for their works. 

At the top of my list are the 
men and women who will not 
be around the table when the 
carolers are in the cold streets 
outside, who will not sit in the 
warmth of their families. I think 
of the men and women behind 
iron bars who have committed 
no crimes except the one which 
is regarded by the authorities as 
the most heinous of all. They 
strove to make real and perma- 
nent the peace on earth, good 
will to men which others sing 
about. 

. 

I THINK’ of the young fathers 
and mothers whose children long 
for them and to them I have 
sent my profoundest greetings, 
these Americans who are in jail 
because of a tyrannical Smith 
Act which threatens every man 
and woman of Labor. 

And it is heart-warming to 
learn, as this is written, that a 
committee of respected citizeris 


is urging amnesty for them and 
the revocation of the law that 


| 


Did Roy Cohn Write AFL-CIO President's Speech? 


} 
’ 


; 


Meany’s Attack on Liberals Gets Cold Response 


By GEORGE MORRIS 


“WHERE IS GEORGE MEANY trying to take the newly-formed AFL-CIO?” That 


question was raised in many quarters last week—the first week after the merger, after the 


AFL-CIO president’s ill-fated effo 


sociation of Manufacturers and his 
aggressive attack upon India 
Burma and Yugoslavia, and upon 
America s liberals. 

This week's developments also 
lent strong confirmation to predic- 


tions that differences will sharpen 


on many basie issues between 
the former AFL’s tory wing and 
the former CIO unions. Leaders 
of the CIO wing arent saying 
much in public. They can hardly 
risk an internal struggle at this 
stage. But voices in the ranks of 
liberals (of the ADA line) closely 
associated with these leaders are 
being heard. 
* 

SPEAKING before the National 

Religion and Labor 


a 


MeCarran Police-State Law 


THE DEPARTMENT of Justice moved against the United 
Electrical, Radio and Machine Workers last week, to have the 


union labelled “communist-dominated” under the 1954 so-called | 


Communist Control Act. 


The petition, filed by Attorney General Brownell and William 
F. Tompkins, assistant in charge of internal security, is the second 


such major anti-labor act by the Department in recent months. | 
Mine, Mill and Smelter Workers 


The other union involved is the 


which is challenging the petition in court. 
Under the law. the 100,000 member UE must now submit to 
hearings before theSubversive Activities Control Board, to answer 


the charge of “communist domination.” 


If SACB upholds the 


Department's’ petition, the union will lose all rights under the 
National Labor Relations Act, and as few as 20 percent of its 


members may appeal for new elections of officers and representa- 


tives. 


plants. The attack on the Mine, 


The UE is now engaged in a long strike in ten Westinghouse 


Mill, and Smelter Union wa¥ also 


~ 


MEANY 


the ICFTU’s’ executive _ board, 
Meany concentrated his attack on 
America’s Jiberals for being “anti- 
anti-Comunists” and “stone silent” 
about the alleged “concentration 
camps in the Soviet Union. 


His main theme was that there 
can be’ no neutrality in the_ war 
on Communism and that “Nehru 
and Tito “are not neutral. They 
are aides and allies in fact and in 
elfect” of the Communists. 


Mearfy. went so far as to de- 
inounce the statements of Khrush- 
chev and Bulganin in Burma an 

India when they told the welcom- 
ing people where they build their 
future as they see fit without de- 
pendence on the Western powers, 
who oppressed them for centuries. 


Foundation. 
luncheon attended by 1,200 liber- 
als, labor leaders and members of 


'D. of J. Moves Against UE Under 


‘Meany called this “racialism in re- 


' 


verse.” 


Dorothy Schiff, publisher of the 


rt to reach a “non-aggression” pact with the National As- 


Roy Cohn. Joe Lash, the Post's 
foreign affairs writer, quoted with 


K. T. Tripathi, representative of 


India’s National Labor Congress 
on the ICTFU, as saying that CIO 


leaders had expressed to him strong: 
feelings against Meanys’ speech. ' 


Lash added: 

“Meany’s speech has reawaken- 
ed concern whether the united la- 
bor movement will back the ex- 
tremist policy lines of Senator 


Knowland.” ' 
* 


LASH also noted that while 
Meany’s speech was received cold- 


ly Reuther’s speech before the 
same luncheon, in which he stressed 


his “positive approach —economic 
iaid to underdeveloped countries 


and wiping out racialism within 
'America—got a much warmer re- 
ception from the audience. Whil 

‘Reuther did not take “direct issue” 


with Meany, wrote Lash, his re-: 
‘marks “indicated a wide gap be- 


tween his foreign policy approach 


and. Meany’s,” and’ he concluded: 
| “Before the merger there was) 


considerable speculation in labor 


circles a¢ to how the united labor 
‘movement would be able to bridgé 
this gulf between Meany’s and) 
‘Reuther’s views on foreign policy.” 
also. noted that Senator’ 


Lash 
Knowland praised) Meanys posi- 
tion as far better than that of a 
great many American diplomats. 


.Meany’s popularity with the Know- 


landites was turther confirmed in 
a column 


also praised Meany in similar terms 


by .David Lawrence’ 
(Monday, Dee. 19) in which he 


Joe North Writes 
Some Xmas Cards 


put them in prison. I am cer- 
tain this augurs a train of events 
that will open the doors upon 
men and women like Elizabeth 
Gurley Flynn, Jacob Mindel, 
Alexander Bittelman, Robert 
Thompson, Gus Hall, Pettis Perry 
and the others who will, one day 
in our time, be honored as the 
heroes and heroines of this age. 
* 

I WANT to send the season’s 
greetings to Mrs. Mamie Brad- 
ley, whose magnificent strength 
of spirit surmounts an enormous 
grief as she crusades through the 
land to end the atrocity that 
murdered her child, Emmett Till. 
And to the indomitable Negroes 
who live under the terror of the 
assassination which, has already 
picked many of their neighbors 
off because they take their stand 
for the rights inherent to us all. 

I have brought my greetings 
in person to a Negro woman | 
know who is in a valiant fight 
against death as she lies in a 
crim hospital ward of the city. 
Through the spasms of pain, her 
eyes lit up as I answered the 
questions she gasped about her 
friends who are continuing the 
fight to which she has dedicated 
her life. 

There is grandeur in the ten- 
acity to which she clutches life 
as death stares into her face. 
You know that she commands 
herself to live so that she can 
return to her place in the ranks 
of battle. 

She recalls for me the men 
and women of colonial lands 
whom I want to greet, those who 
gathered at Bandung in far-off 
Indonesia to mark another turn- 
ing-point in man’s history. 

* 


MY GREETINGS would go 
to all those who made possible 
the merged strength of fifteen 
million American workingmen 
and workingwomen for doubtless 
time will record this as a boon 
to all our countrymen’ who 
strive for a nation truly prosper- 
ous, truly free, truly in peace 
with all. 

And there are many personal 
friends, some of whom do not 
see eye to eye with me in poli- 
tics and other matters but in 
whom the spark of freedom 
glows for all man. 

I think of my friend Giuseppe 
who insists that he will vote for 
Eisenhower if he runs but who 
also believes that Bill Foster is 
the greatest man the working- 
class has produced in this coun- 
try. 

I think of my friend, the lay- 
preacher who says socialism is 
unnecessary but who _ believes 
that Marxists are the true be- 
lievers. “They shall sit at God's 
right hand because their works 
are good even though they ex- 


pect no reward in Heaven.” 
* 


OH THERE are so many, that 
I know I would never manage 
to send them all the greetings 
I feel they merit. Because I have 
a decided concern for the cultural 
life of our nation | would want 
to greet all the writers who toil 
on in their.lonely rooms to pro- 
duce truth and beauty in these 
dark days when God alone 
knows how their works will 
break through the barriers of 
commercial silence to reach the 
audiences that they should’ 
reach. 

I should want to send a card 
to each of the cast that played, 
for exampke, in The Diary of 
Ann Frank, and to the others 
off-Broadway who appear be 
fore small audiences because 
producers. fear the big stories 
they tell. : : 

* | 

AND BECAUSE I have not 
outgrown the interests of a 
younger generation that revels 
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On the Way 


Eastland’s Theft 
From John Calhoun 


SENATOR James O. East- 
land, the racist sage of Dodds- 
ville, Miss.; has taken to poring 
over southern history and south- 
ern -legal - struggles. And _ this 
week he looked up long enough 
to cast him- 


self in the 


role of South 

C arolina’s 

um C. Cal- 

oun, and to 

hersundry 

spokesmen for 

slavery who 

gave their ; 
state the dubious fame as leader 
of the Secession movement in 
the 1830's. Like Eastland and 
the modern political racists, the 
slaveholders were faced with a 
fight on two fronts to save what 
they called their “peculiar in- 
terests” (the right of shave- 


holders’ governments) and their. 


“peculiar institution” (slavery). 
On the one hand there were 
the restless slaves who had or- 
ganized a series of revolts dur- 
ing the two decades preceding 
the birth of secessionist senti- 
ment; on the other hand there 
was the widespread sentiment 
within the South for the Union, 
or “the general government, as 
it was then called. 


Calhoun and his colleagues— 
all far-seeing slaveholders—were 
able to see, as Eastland does 
today, that the establishment of 
federal power as supreme over 
the states would eventually 
mean the death of slavery. As 
early as 1828, Calhoun wrote 
the following in a letter to Gov. 
Hamilton of South Carolina: 


“. - « The Constitution of 
the Unized States is .. . a com- 
pact, to which éach state is a 
party ...; and... the several 
states, or parties, have a right to 
judge of its infractions; and in 
case of ‘a deliberate, palpable, 
and dangerous exercise of power 
not delegated, they have the 
right, in the. last resort (to use 
the language of the Virginia 
Resolutions) ‘to interpose for ar- 
resting -the evil, and for main- 
taining; within their respective 
limits, the authorities, rights, 
and liberties appertaining to 
them. ” 

* 


THIS is the nub of the theory 
of “Nullification,” the extreme 
posture of state’s rights. The 
theorv has not only been de- 
feated in law and logic—it was 
defeated in a four-year Civil 
War. Now 127 years later East- 
land, sensing the eventual at- 
tainment of equality by Ne- 
roes, whose forebears were 
ene by the Civil War, calls on 
his fellow-racists to go back to 
Calhoun. Taking as his own 
what he considers the best ol 
Calhoun, Eastland on Dec. 15, 
1955, advised southerners who 
think as he does: 

“We think the southern states 
should carefully consider the 
doctrine and the precedents that 
a state has the legal ‘right of 
interposition’ to nullify, void, 
and hold for aught the delib- 
erate, dangerous and palpable 
infractions of the Constitution 
committed by the Supreme 
Court.” 


The statement was made in 
Jackson, Miss., capita! ef the 
state which has already an- 


nounced its plans to do just 
that. There are laws planned to 
make it illegal for a U. S. agent 
to seek enforcement of any de- 
segregation law; there are plans 
to make it illegal for attorneys 
who press desegregation suits to 
practice law in the state. East- 
land was using Mississippi only 
as a platform from which to 
speak to the political racists of 
the entire South. But compare 
Eastland’s -quoted statements 


with the letter, written by Cal-_ 


reader will recog- 


houn, and 


nize at once that Eastland lacks 
originality, and.that the state’s 


rights position was put better by 


the South Carolinian. But most 
important of all is the fact that 
Fastland’s plagiarism from Cal- 


_houn indicates that he is not 


quite ready to accept the results 
of the Civil War. ) 
* 


EASTLAND represents a seg- 
ment of political leadership in 
this country which has never 
moved too far from 1830. But 
we canot paraphrase what has 
been said of Winston Churchill 
and apply it to Eastland: “He has 
one of the best mid-19th Century 
minds in existence.” Eastland is 
using the minds of those already 
dead for theories that have been 
dead almost as long. 


But it would not be sensible 
on the part of opponents of East- 
land's views to conclude that the 
Mississippian is a dolt and a fool. 


He is fighting for a something 


tangible. It is too bad Eastland 
did not go to Robert Barnwell 
Rhett, the South Carolina pro- 
slavery leader who was the most 
uncompromising follower of Cal- 
houn, for a statement of motives 
for “Nullification.” Rhett op- 
posed accepting the taritt com- 
promise, although he stood al- 
most alone. And he clearly stat- 
ed his reasons: 

“A people, owning slaves, are 
mad, or worse than mad, who do 
not hold their destinies in their 
own hands. Do we not hear the 
insolent assumption of our rul- 
ers, that slave labor shall not 
come into competition with tree? 
Nor is it our Northern brethren 
alone—the whole world are in 
arms against our institutions. 
Every stride of this government 
(federal — A.W.B.), over = your 
rights, brings it nearer and near- 
er to your peculiar policy.” 

“Your rights,” to Rhett, meant 
the right to own Negroes as prop- 
erty. The same phrase to East- 
land and his racists-in-arms 
means unrestrained rights to deny 
all rights to Negroes. 

It may be that the absence of 
any significant. “stride” by the 
federal government to entorce 
federal law “in Mississippi and 
elsewhere constrained Eastland 
to pass Rhett’s remarks this 
time. But you can bet the right to 
exploit a million Negroes was 
ou his mind. And he would take 
the country back 127 years to 
retain. it. 


‘cation of the 160-acre limitation to’ proved the proposed contract. It 
: | federally-reclaimed water of the iS awaiting omy tie signature Of) Paul S. Taylor in the February, 
|McKay's odicials in the Federal! 1955, issue of The Yale Law Jour- 


other encroachments on their 
quiet as a little mouse over the 


Senate Internal Security Subcom- 
mittee headed by Sen. James East- 
land (D-Miss). 

The hearings, opened by Sen,,. 


one-man committee 


The committee did not make the 
names of those subpenaed public. 
But two who appeared told report- 


general manager, and James Aron- 
son, executive editor, of the pro- 
gressive news weekly, 
Guardian. Both, in earlier years, 
were employed on major New York 


‘once edited its paper, Frontpage. 
* 


IF IT was apparent that the East- 


Senator Eastlan 
To Reporters and Press 


Newspaper publishers don’t like anybody treading on their toes, and their trade 
conventions usually spill over with resolutions denouncing government censorship and 
rights. Yet, with one notable exception, the press has been 


major attack on freedom of the: 1 | 
press embodied in the recently-|editorial that it is an “open secret subpenaed employes to “cooperate” 
concluded, three days of closed|in the newspaper fraternity . . . with the committee. The Times’ 


hearings in New York before the: that the New York Times is the! own cooperation, it was reported, 


National 


land Committee hearings were aim- 
ed generally at progressive or lib- 
suggested openly that 
ithe New York Times. 

The single voice from the com- 
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Takes Ax 


New York Post, noted in a Dec. 


7 : duced if it privately persuades its 


target of concerted attack” by the extended to channeling the distri- 


committeé. 


Of the 40-odd persons subpenae 
by the committee, more. than 2 


William Jenner (R-Ind) sitting as a! were employes of the Times, and 
in Foley Sq. the Post attributed this toncentra- 


/ SQ 


is — a 
because of the illness of his col-jtion to the fact that the Times 


leagues, subpenaed, according to’ “has been an eloquent critic of the’ 
reports, some 40 newspapermen.|abuses and excesses of Congres- 


bution of subpenaes from its own 
offices: 

The “cooperation” required by 
the committee was the inevitable © 
informers naming of colleagues, 


past or present as “Communists.” 
* 


| THE TIMES, despite its edi- 
torial defenses of constitutional lib- 
erties which had aroused the witch- 
hunters’ ire, fired Melvin Barnet, 
- of its copywriters, when he 


d 
0 


invoked the Fifth Amendment be- 
fore a Senate Internal Security 
Subcommittee last summer. The 
Times has even refused to go to 
arbitration with the Newspaper 
Guild on the matter, on the grounds 
that the Guild unit on the paper 
had voted its opposition to arbitra- 
,tion in the case. 

The Times position was sustain- 


sional investigations, and has often eg by New York Supreme Court 


reminded the country eloquent! 


that the Fifth and First Amend 
ers that they had invoked the Fifth’ ments are precious American pos-' 
Amendment before the Eastland! sesions.” 
Committee. | 


They were John T. McManus,' 


* 


THE POST itself was eloquent 


in its editorial criticism of the si- 


lence of the newspaper industry i 
the face of the Senate committee 
attack. 

The fact is that the Times ha 


Y, Justice Felix G. Benvenga, who 
- ruled on Dec. 12, 1955, that ‘the 
ouster of Barnet was not subject 
to arbitration, even though it was 
the Newspaper Guild local and 
not the Times unit itself which was 
.the collective bargaining agent. 
N The Guild has announced that it 
S will appeal the Bervenga decision. 

Cranston Williams, general 
d manager of the American News- 


dailies, and, for a time McManus buckled under to what the Post paper Publishers Association, an- 
was president of the New York!called the “crude political black- 


Newspaper Guild, while Aronson mail” of the probers. One Times| unmindful of the hearings” while 


nounced that his grou, was “not 


employe was fired upon receipt of James R. Wiggins of the Washing- 
a subpena. A second, an executive ton Post and chairman of the I'rce- 
and non-Guild member, was forced dom of the Press Committee of the 
to resign. The afore-mentioned Post American Society of Newspaper 


its emploves—to crude 


blackmail. 


political 


editorial asserted that “the effect Editors, said that his group was 
eral newsmen, it was also being of the committee’s activity has been “not intending” any action a‘ this 
| a more|to subject the Times—and some of time.. 

specific target of the probers was: 


_ What future attacks on the free- 
‘dom of the press were being con- 


What seems to be happening is templated was left unrevealed as 


Users Association, a labor and farm 
iment, charged Interior Secretary; ~ 


mercial press denouncing the East- that the newspaper is being told the Senate subcommittee wound 
land Committee probe, that of the that its public shame can be. re- up its Foley Sq. hearings. 


Big Owners Try Steal of the Century 


OAKLAND, Calif.—The Eisenhower Administration was charged today with “the 
greatest giveaway of all” and “the steal of the century.” The California Water and Power 
group committed to public water and power develop- 


‘Douglas McKay with planning to speak for the big property owners, do not have that knowledge and 
|circumvent permanently any appli-' along thg Kings, have already ap-| certainty. 


Kings River. 
The organization even suggest- 


“+ 'ed impeachment of responsible of-| 


> 2 me: 4 
 tficials. 


‘ cS : ful, 


= ‘ Administration 
: ‘ern states—with the rule of an un- 


~~ Tae | speculators, private power lobby- 


It McKayvs plans are success- 
the association charged, the 
: . will saddle) 
Calitornia—and eventually all west-' 


holy alliance of federal barons, 


ists and rural and urban water 


E ce thieves. ... 


The charge was made by Robert 


7: b 2 -R. River, consultant for the water | 


es sociation members for more letters’ 


me of protest. | 


~ : 
ox 
© 


: California State Federation of La-jto Kings river under interim COI 
hor, the CIO Industrial Union| tracts that have been in force since 
State’ completion of Pine Flat dam by}, 
ie Army Corps of Engincers in 
1954. 


Se 


os 


“ “ ssn 
‘ > ve . 
& Sean a ~ ~ 


Lighting the Christmas Tree, 
an annual ceremony at the be- 
ginning of the holiday season 
when the: ever ag tree is 
illuminated ., befor : t' ; Capitol 
ae Washington. 


7 
* 


' 


The association is sponsored by| 


such organizations as the AFL 


‘Council, the California 


‘Grange, the Catholic Rural Life: 


Conference and_ the 
‘of Railway Clerks. 
| * 


Brotherhood : 


of’ Pine Flat dam. 
“Director of the 


Pt) 


d 


~ 


Bureau of Reclamation. 


River cited an article bv 


Dr. 


inal that “ . demonstrates con- 


Under terms of the contract,!clusively that; the action you pro- 


sum for rights to Kings rive 


water claimed by the federal gov-|legal.” 


ernment, 


ithe district would also pay a‘small pose to take is not legally provided 


r.for and in fact, is probably il- 


* 


The so-called “lump sum” PAy-| RIVER contended, “Any public 


ment plan would relieve the 


water for more than 160 acres. 
Under Caliiornias 


wile. 
* 
McKAY previously 


ruled 


‘iver contends in 


pply. 
“We believe that such 


a community , 
& ,and power users association, in a’ property law this actually amounts 
St letter to McKay and in a plea to as-' to $20 acres for a farmer and his 


the 
160 acre limitation did not apply’ 


action 


| ie DIS ‘official, sworn to uphold the laws 
| property owners of any obligation and policies of the United States, 
ito compiv with the 160 acre limi-' who states publicly that he is not 
.tation—lthat provision i moun 6 Re ee a 1 

provision in federal: jy sympathy with the laws under 
reclamation law that says no one: which his 
‘farmer can get federally-reclaimed | ghonld not 


department operates, 
| be permiiicd to con- 
tinue in cflice. 

“Perhaps sich statements are 
enoueh on which to base impeach- 
‘ment. Certainiv, violaticn of those 
laws or combining to do so, should 
‘lead to impeachment.” 

In his p'ea to association mem- 
‘bers for protest, River declared 
the contract will enable “the great 
feudal barons of agriculture in 
' California (to) continue to 
‘impoverish and destroy the inde- 


his letter |pendent and family farmer.” 
>| 


however. that there is reason to: 


“ee 
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SEN. EASTLAND VS. THE CONSTITUTION 


+ 


Racists Beat Drums for 
New ‘Nullification’ 


By ABNER W. BERRY 


TAKING advantage of the government's apathy in the face of open defiance of fed- 
Eastland (D-Miss), has initiat-| 
ed a movement to “nullify” federal authority in the Southern states. The target of the 


eral law, a group of political racists, led by Sen. James O. 


group is the 14th Amendment to 
_ the U. S. Constitution which bars 
states from denying full rights to 
citizens because of race, creed, 
color, er previous condition of servi- 
tude. 


More than a week ago Eastland, 
joined by Rep. John Bell Williams 
(D-Miss) and Mississippi Circuit 
Judge Thomas P. Brady, called on 
Mississippi and other southern 
states to consider stegs to declare 
null and void all desegregation 
court decisions and orders. The 
Fourteenth Amendment, Eastland 
charged, “was fraudulently pro- 
cured and is illegal.” He termed 
the Supreme Court's desegregation 
decision “tyrannous”’ and_ based 
upon “left wing sociologists” opin- 
ions rather than law. 

* 

THIS time Eastland, who is 
considered the leader of those or- 
ganized political racists pledged to 
maintain Negroes in second class 
citizenship, actually followed the 
lead of Virginia. Gov. Thomas B. 
Stanley of Virginia had advanced 
the idea —* weeks ago Jn COM" friends for the racists throughout 
nection with proposals he is push- 


the country. 
Ran ws evade _ ee In Virginia, Georgia, Mississippi 
SeeregeOn Order. DOD we | VE: anil South Carolina Negroes have 
ginia Governor ee aan bebe warned of “dire conse- 
back to Thomas Jefferson's 1798 | cuences” if they push enforcement 


light against the alien and sedition ‘of the desegregation laws. The 
laws for their precedents. | 


| ‘Jackson Daily News, Eastland’s 
Jefferson acted in the interest of mouthpiece, had this to say about 
the people against a reactionary | the issue on Dec. 14, after denying 
Congressional act aimed at limit-|that four Negro murders were due 
ing Constitutional rights. Eastland, | 9 integration: 
on the other hand, is proposing to| “The real danger of blood spill- 
make null and void sections of the | ing because of integration will not 
Constitution establishing full citi-' ame until serious efforts are made 
zenship rights for Negroes. to force Negro children into white 
Governor-elect J. P. Coleman of | schools.” 
Mississippi disagreed with East-| And the Daily News, in a letter 
land, calling the “nullification” pro- | issue, characterized Eastland’s fight 
posal “poppycock.” against the Supreme Court as fol- 
“There is no wav to nullify ex-\ lows in a bold-faced front-page 
cept by secession and the state con- | editorial: 


Move 


“In brief, -this is a fight for 
Anglo-Saxon supremacy. 

“This government was created 
by white men and women. 

“It has been made a great na- 
tion by white men and women.” 

Legislation in support of this. 
philosophy is ready for introduction 
in both .the Virginia and Missis- 
sippi legislatures in January. And 
Eastland has pledged to team with 
his colleague in the U. S. House 
of Representatives, John Bell Wil- 
liams, to get something started in 
this direction in Congress. 

There is nothing on the horizon 
from the federal government or 
from national political leaders to 
match this gathering of un-Ameri- 
cans preparing a gang-up against 
the Constitution and federal au- 


UE NEWS, official paper of 
the United Electrical, Radio and 
Machine Workers (Ind.), reports 
that IUE president James Carey 
appeared before a recent UE 
board meeting to discuss unity. 
Issues in the Westinghouse 
strike, no-raiding between the 
two unions, and merger, were 
said to have been discussed. No 
details on conclusions were dis- 
closed. . 


BY A VOTE of 3,179 to 789, 
workers at the Winchester Arms 
Co. in New Haven, Conn., have 
voted to accept the Internation- 
al Association of Machinists as 
their representative. This vote 
ended the open shop status of 
this largest of New Haven fac- 
tories, which was an anti-union 
fortress for many years. 

* 

AFTER eight months of bitter 
struggle, 850 Godchaux sugar re- 
finery workers at Reserve, La., 
won their wage demands for 
which they went out, and they 
will all get their jobs back. The 
unbreakable unity of Negro and 
white workers and their families 
in this deepest Dixie area, was 
the outstanding feature of this 
magnificent struggle. 


* 

THE HOTEL Workers Union 
has signed up the Hotel Seville 
in Miami Beach, the fifth there 
to sign a union contract, and an- 
nounced a new stepped up drive 
to unionize 385 houses in the 
area. 

* 

THE DEMOCRAT-controlled 
Delaware House of Representa- 
tives last week passed a Fair Em- 
ployment Practices Commission 
bill by one vote. This FEPC bill 
is now in committee in the Sen- 
ate. The measure was sponsored 
by the lone Negro House mem- 
ber, Rep. Paul F. Livingston, a 
Democrat. 

* 


THE AFL-CIO Virginia State 
Federation of Labor has come 
out strongly against a proposal 
to amend the state constitution 
to permit compulsory segrega- 
tion in er . 


thority. 


THE Washington State Fed- 


stitution prohibits that,” Coleman 
said. , 


‘More and More Talk that Ike Willi Run 


* 

COLEMAN disagreed only with | 

Fastland’s tactics, for the essence | 

of the Governor-elect’s legislative 

proposals to thwart attempts to de- 

segregate amounts in-fact to nulli- 
fication. 


By ROB F. HALL 


Seems They Can't Boycott the Crucial Issues 


° UE and IUE Talk Unity 


eration of Labor has announced 
that AFL-CIO unions will meet 
March 1 in Spokane in a two- 
day institute on workmen’s com- 
pensation, unemployment insur- 
ance, social security and similar 
issues. Delegates will also come 


from Oregon, Idaho, Montana 
and Alaska. 


* 

GOP Labor Secretary James P. 
Mitchell has. thrown cold water 
on proposals to extend minimum 
wage coverage under federal law 
to millions of workers now left 
out in the cold. This is expect- 


ed to be a major AFL-CIO de- 


mand when Congress gets going. 
Last year, it was dropped during 
the fight to hike up the mini- 
mum wage. 


STUDEBAKER workers in 
California face a wage cut and 
the company faces a strike, un- 
less the issue gets settled by the 
Feb. 1 expiration date in con- 
tract talks. The company is play- 
ing the same game as it did in 
its South Bend, Ind., plant, where 
it -got away with a wage cut. 
The South Bend Local 5 leader- 
ship was ousted from office by 
the workers because of that 
wage cut. 


-r-r-rng 


PRESIDENT EISENHOWER bounced back into the 1956 campaign last week by 


Coleman would make it a state| Virtue of the increasing number of informed persons who now think he will run for re- | 


crime for a federal officer, to at- election. His reappearance as a possible candidate coincided with his Christmas peace 


tempt to enforce an anti-segrega- message, delivered on the occa- 
tion law or order in Mississippi. s1On ot lighting the White House 


for an attorney who represents ent Yuletide as “brighter in_ its 


clients pressing for integration to! background and its promise for the; 


practice law in Mississippi. future than any we have known in 
The ultimate result of all the recent years.” 

Dixiecrat proposals to evade the With respect to its promise of 

desegregation ruling, if they are peace, he added, “I think it is 

successfully pursued, would be tojeven better than last year, and 

place the power to interpret the!yoy will remember tha 

Constitution in the hands of the 48 jas w 


Cit: patigg as the first one in many 
state s. Citizens of the : United | years that was not marred by the 
States would have constitutional 


tragic incidents of war.” 
guarantees only to the extent of the | 


that Christ-' 


sale 
linet members are assuming “in 


‘he will run. 


not urged other Republican as- 
|pirants to enter the race. 

_ §. Eisenhower's continued 
lence about his plans despite his 
‘knowledge that such sileiice works 
2 hardship on other possible candi- 
dates. 

| 4. The deliberately optimistic 
statements about the President's 


Si- | 
‘cial issue as civil rights and tackle | 
the peace issue in a way that will! 


interpretation of such rights in the 
various states. 
* 

THE “nullification” proposal is 
Fastland’s latest and most danger- 
ous. He first called for a South- 
wide organization which would 
make propaganda for the right to 
maintain Negro second class citi- 
zenship. That proposal was imme- 
diately taken up by the various 
components of the die-hard rac- 
ist movement, including Sen. J. 


Strom Thurmond (D-S. C.), Gov. 


His statement reflected more'recovery made by his physician. 
confidence in the prospects for;Dr. Paul Dudley White, who told 
world peace than anything he hadja news conference that he “wonid 
said since his return from the Sum-jvote for him again if he decided 
mit conference at Geneva last July. |to run. 

And whether or not it had politi- | Of course there is another hy- 
cal overtones, it certainly went di- | pothesis that could adequai¢iy ex- 
rectly counter to the line of those plain these four points—the theory 
busy at minimizing the achieve-|that this is a calculated holding op- 
‘ments at. Geneva, including the'eration to retain control of the 
Knowland wing of his party, many convention in the hands of Fisen- 
Democratic aspirants, and his owfi'hower and his closest advisers. 
‘secretary of state, John Foster | * 


Dulles. THIS THEORY does not sat- 


* 


forcement of the Supreme Court 


New York took steps to strengthen 


' 

‘may be to the GOP top command, | 
And he would make it impossible Tree, in which he hailed the pres- their personal conversations thatjhave seriously weakened Demo- 
‘cratic complacence. | 
2. The fact that Eisenhower has | 


The question is whether in fac-| 
ing this situation the Democrats 
will recognize the necessity of end-: 
ing their boycott of such a cru-| 


win friends among the voters. 


As for the civil rights issue, | 
there were indications last week’ 
that some Democratic aspirants at 
least were ready to speak up. | 

Following Adlai Stevenson's 
brief remark on the Southern ter- 
ror at the AFL-CIO convention, 


‘Sen. Estes Kefauver formally an- 
nounced his candidacy at a news| 


conference in which he denounced | 
the kidnap-slaying of Emmett Till, 
as a “horrible and terrible murder” | 
and supported federal anti-lynch | 
legislation. He called for the en- 


decisions as “the law of the land.” 
And Gov. Averell Harriman of 


| 
| 


Chicago Was . 


Calling 


THE PHONE rang im the 
Worker circulation office as we 
sat down to write this. It was 
Chicago calling. 

“Well, we've done it,” a voice 
said with some excitement. Done 
what, we wanted to know. 

“Why, weve got in 10 per- 
cent of our campaign goal for 
Worker and Daily Worker subs,” 
the voice on the other end said, 
as if this was something the 
whole world should know. “We 
said we'd do it by the 18th, and 
we've done it.” 

Ten percent of the Chicago 
circulation target is 125 Worker 
subs, and 30 for the Daily 
Worker. They started campaign- 
ing in earnest around the third 
of the month, and expect to reach 
their goals of 1,250 Worker subs, 
300 for the Daily Worker, and 
a Worker bundle of 1,000 be- 
fore March 15, the campaign 
deadline. 3 

And so the midwesterners have 
completed the first leg of their 
campaign successfully, and are 
proceeding from here with quite 
a feeling of confidence. 


WE HATE to tell them this, 
but they're really not up front in 
the campaign. Those folks from 
Wisconsin are going great guns, 
though their targets are, as yet, . 
medest. Theyre up to 22 per- 
cent of their Worker sub target, 
and 20 percent of the D.W. sub 
goal. In short, they have obtain- 
ed 22 Worker subs and 10 for 
the D.W. in the first two weeks 
of the campaign. Quite a start 
when you figure they obtained 
just 80 Worker subs for the en- 


| tire 11 months of 1955 preced- 


ing the drive. 
Though New Yorkers have not 
yet Fyrom opened their cam- 
paign—they get going officially 
Jan. l—some areas are going 
great guns.. They tell us one 
group in Brooklyn’s Williams- 


.burg area, has already obtained 


more than a third of its goal. 
Along with the Bedford area of 
Brooklyn, it has indicated it 


ye isfy Reston, and it is small com- 
THE EVIDENCE that Eisen- fort to Democratic chairman Paul 


hower will consent te run is still | Butler who has on’ his desk the 


Marvin Griffin of Georgia and a: 
number of other Congressmen and | 
state officials. Eastland then pro-| 


hopes to reach its goal before 
January fades out. Several New - 
| York groups figure on hitting at 


the state FEPC and nanied a Ne- 
gro, Dr. Raymond Weaver, to head 
the rent commission—actions which 


posed that southern state govern- 
ments ban together and pool por- 
tions of their tax monies in the 
fight te evade the Supreme Court's 
decrees. The purpose of this move- 


ment «Eastland said, was te win with which GOP leaders and Cab-.menis therefore, cheering ,as they ,. 


meager. But those who believe most recent Gallup poll showing 
he will. such as James Reston, chief ' that in a race between Eisenhow- 
of the New York Times Washing-jer and Adlai Stevenson, Ike would 
‘ton bureau, point to the following: Mead by 58 to '39 with’ only 3’ per- 


1, The increasing’ ‘confidence’ cent ‘undecided.’ These develop- 


some newspapers interpreted to 
mean that the governor had “aban- 
doned” his efforts to get South- 
ern delegates committed. to him fer 


(Continued on Page 13) 


least half their goals by Jan. 15, 
twe-and-a-half months ahead of 
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NO ORDINARY CHRISTMAS 


Christmas, 1955... . 


No Christmas, with its air of good cheer and hope, can 
be called “ordinary.” Yet we bid fair to say this is no ordin- 


ary Christmas. 


It is a Christmas when the good words “Peace on 
Earth . . .” don’t sound ironical. Far from settled as many 
major issues remain in the world, the stirring fact is that no 
wars are being fought this Dec. 25, no armies are march- 
ing, no planes taking off with loads of death to men, women 
and children. This is no small thing, and it is so because of 
the WILL to peace by the people of the world. 


Christmas 1955 is the first post-Geneva Christmas, 
and if any already tend to regard this great event routinely, 


all they need do is think back to a year ago when the very | 


idea of a meeting of the heads of government, with its vast 
sanity and lessening of tensions, seemed an elusive wish- 


ful dream. 


This too, is the first Christmas after the historic merg- 
ing of 15 million working Americans into one united labor 
movement so much better equipped to fight the powerfully 
merged forces of big business in the interest of those who 


prodyice our nation’s wealth. 


It is, too, a Christmas whose words. of brotherhood 
take on a little more content after a year of angry up- 


surge by the Negro people for long denied rights. Afd as the | 


young men of Georgia Tech University showed in the 
streets of Atlanta, there are new allies in the making for 
the struggle to come against the Eastlands and their pro- 
foundly un-Christian, un-Américan ilk. 


1955 was also a year where the high water mark of 
McCarthyism continued to recede, where evidence in- ~ 


creased of a turn toward traditional American democratic 
values. How outrageous, that at this late date, with the big 
lies of McCarthy in retreat, American patriots like Eliza- 
beth Gurley Flynn, Gus Hall, Pettis Perry and the rest 
should languish in jail for ideas. It is no wonder that a group 
of distinguished Americans who completely disagree with 
the Marxist philosophy of these Communist leaders should 
this year for the first time issue an eloquent appeal to the 


President for amnesty. 


Finally, a salute to our readers, who though relatively 
small in number, played a courageous and far from insig- 
nificant role in making this no ordinary Christmas. 


Merry Christmas! 


— 


AT HOME AND ABROAD — 


~- 


— mm 


THE SOCIALIST MARKET 


THE WEST is becoming 
aware of the Socialist world 


market, with something of a | 


shock. In the 10 years since the 
end of the war, the economic 
development of the _Sociabist 
countries has proceeded at a 
phenomonal pace. Interchange 
of products, machines and tech- 
niques, technicians and the ex- 
perience of construction among 
these countries, in their great 
variety and scope, exceeds any- 
thing the. West has ever wit- 
nessed, even during the heyday 
of capitalism. 

Despite the blockade against 
them (which includes practically 
all industrial materials and tech- 
niques), perhaps one should say 
because of the blockade, the So- 
-cialist countries have come to 
rely more completely upon them- 
selves and upon each other. This 
self-reliance is in the nature of 
the social system they share in 
common. But the blockade has 
enhanced and hastened the proc- 
ess of interchange among them, 
and has therefore been self-de- 
feating as far as Western policy 
is concerned. 

* 


PERHAPS the best way to indi- 
cate the chief distinguishing fea- 
ture of the Socialist world market 
is to examine briefly the nature 
of Soviet aid to Chima, which is 
now in the midst of its first Five- 
Year Plan. 


e Socialist transformation. of , 
early, stage, ,, 


’ 


China, now ip jts. 


— By JAMES ALLEN 


is one of the great epics of world | 


history. This tremendous coun- 
try of 600 million people, for so 
long kept at the lowest rungs 
of development by imperialism 
and feudalism, has set itself the 
goal of attaining a Socialist so- 
ciety in 15 years. By the end of 
this century—in 40 or 50 years 
—China expects to reach a high 
degree of Socialist industriali- 
zation. 


It has a small peasant economy | 


embracing over 110 million 
households and an enormous 
amount of handicraft production. 
China has to accumulate the 
techniques, the skills, the capi- 


tal, the experience, in the very 


process of the transformation, 
which are necessary. to accom- 
plish the heroic goal. Yet, can 
anyone doubt success? Given 
the rich store of political expe- 


rience accumulated by the Chi- | 


nese Communists in the long 
years of revolution and war, 
their success in founding, to- 
gether with their broad people’s 
allies, the first really unified 
state in Chinese history, and the 
position won by the workers and 
peasants as the rulers of the new 
China—given all this, can anyone 
doubt that China will attain its 
goal? 
* 

THE AIM of the First Five- 
Year Plan is to lay the prelimi- 
nary groundwork for Socialism 
in China. This involves the first 
great stage of extending tlie par- 
tially collective system of agri- 
cultural producers’ cooperative 

(Continued ‘on: Page 13) 
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By JOSEPH CLARK 


golia he marked the beginning of 
the end of his own misbegotten 
hold on China's seat in the world 
erganization. Even those Latin 
American nations who have been 
voting the straight Dulles ticket, 
| and keeping 

China out of UN, 


were disgusted. 


with Chiang’s ac- 

tion. It was free- 

ly admitted in the 

corridors of UN 

that 1955 was 

the last year 

China could be 

kept out of UN. 

In_ the final 

sentence of his N. Y. Times story 

on the admission of the 16 new 

‘nations, as proposed by the Soviet 

ap Tom Hamilton said (Dec. 
D>): 

“Few delegates envy the Eisen- 

hower Administration the decision 


getting Japan in and keeping China 
|out of the United Nations.” ' 
| * 


A BRIEF review of the fight on 
the UN membership issue will 
show the bankruptcy of the Admin- 
istration’s foreign policy. 

For years the United Nations 
was deadlocked on the question of 
new members. Ever since 1947 the 
U. S. delegation opposed admis- 
pow of any socialist countries ap- 
‘plying for membership, sueh as 
Outer Mongolia, Albania, Bul- 
garia, Hungary and Romania. The 
Soviet Union supported the admis- 
‘sion of the capitalist countries 
sponsored by the Western powers, 
'but only on condition that the so- 
cialist lands were also admitted. 

More and more members of UN 


it will now have to make between | 


A 


THE UNITED NATIONS General Assembly ended up quite a bit different than it 
had begun. But even more important than its growth from 60 to 70 members was the ef- 
fect this would have on the seating of China. When Chiang Kai-shek vetoed Outer Mon- 


One of the Lilliputians: “Gu Lli-ver? Never heard of him. My government 


refuses fo recognize any Gu Lii-verl” 


By a Belzian visitor to China. 


Overjoyed following his conversa- 
tion with Soviet foreign minister 
Molotov. The Italians had firm as-) 
surance from the Russians that the 
latter would go the limit in fight-| 
ing for the Canadian package pro- 
posal under which Italy would fi- 
‘nally get a UN seat. 

But up to a few weeks ago the 
Eisenhower Administration ‘clung 
to its veto of Outer Mongolia. It 
denied that there was such a coun- : 
try. Then, to the embarrassment of 
the State Department, it was dis- 
closed that back in 1946, when 
the U. S. DID support a package 
plan, we had inchided Outer Mon- 
golia on the list of those to be ad- 
mitted. 


When our red-faced delegation 
in UN flip-flopped again and fi-, 


came around to the idea that the} 


on universal ‘membership, Finally, ; 


‘last fall, Canada worked out 
the now famous 18-nation package 
‘deal. As a result of the discussion 


on this Canadian proposal, and si 


support by the Soviet Union, many 
Americans discovered for the first 
time that it was our government 
that had barred the admission of 
both capitalist and socialist coun- 
tries by opposing a package deal. 
| * 


| DURING the Geneva foreign 
ministers conference there was a 


‘Mongolia. 


nally agreed NOT to block Mon-| 
ganization is not an exclusive club . golia, up came Chiang Kai-shek, | 
and that it is supposed to be based , and began to repeat all of Lodge's 


arguments against admitting Mon- 
golia. This was when sentiment in| 
UN crystallized against retaining 
Chiang in China's seat for another 
year. 

The Administration was so 
worried about this prospect that 
it began to bombard Chiang with 
personal messages from President 
Eisenhower himself asking the For- | 
mosa tyrant to please not veto 
What an ignominous! 
role this was for the President! 
He was asking Chiang, who rep- 
resents nobody, to- please stop re- 


lot of comment about how much | 
|prestige our country was losing 


‘because of its opposition to the! had been saying day in and day 


package deal. And when Dulles! 


and Ambassador Henry Cabot 
‘Lodge threatened to disrupt the) 


‘whole deal by their opposition to | Chiang veto it appeared that UN 


closest allies in the cold war were 
disgusted. 

For example, at Geneva, the 
|Italian government's observer was: 


Mongolia, the State Department’ s growth would again be doomed. 


| 


peating what Lodge and Dulles 


out about Mongolia. 
. * 


FOR A little while after the 


Then came the dramatic compro- 
mise proposal of the Soviet Union 
for admitting 16 nations—the same 
package minus- Mongolia and 


Japan. This ended the deadlock 
and brought smiles out all over in 
the big glass building on the East 
River. 

The growth of UN is important 
in itself. It increased the number 
of socialist nations to nine. It en- 
hanced the size and influence of 
the Asian-African group in the 
world body. It reduced the pros- 
pects of the State Department 
maihtainmg its automatic voting 
majority in UN. 

Most important, it increased the 
prospects of correcting the great- 
est weakness of UN—-the barring 
of China. Every fourth person in 
the world is a Chinese. The world 
organization can never properiy 
perform its peace-making work 
without a quarter of the human 
race in its ranks. 

The N. Y. Times reported rue- 
fully (Dec. 18): 

‘Some UN delegates were alse 
of the opinion that the United 
States acceptance of last weck’'s 
deal. had seriously weakened its 
moral position with respect to ex- 
cluding the Peipimg regime. Ac- 
cording to this reasoning, the U.S. 
has now endorsed the theory of 
universality ef UN membership re- 
gardless of the domestic complex- 
ion of a nation or its past foreign 
policies.” 

However, Sen. Knowland, and 
the whole kit and caboodle of the 
China Lobby -McCarthyites, were 
starting a last ditch struggle to bar 
the inevitable and keep China out 
of UN. They were deiermined to 
hold American foreign policy in 
the same groove which has con- 
demned it before the eves of the 
whole world. The year 1956 will 
see whether the fight against 
Knowland’s_ kifow-nothingism will 
include the routing of his sponsor- 


ship of Chiang Kai-shek. 


BTHEWEEKIN WORLD AFFAIRS 


° Hit Baghdad Pact 


\ 
THE U.S. CONSULATE and 
other Western headquarters in 


Jerusalem were targets of Arab 
_ demonstrations against Western 
pressure to force Jordan into the 
Baghdad anti-Soviet military 
pact. The British-financed and 
British-oficered Arab Legion 
killed or wounded hundreds of 


demohstrators. 
. 


AS THE FRENCH election 
campaign went into its last lap 
Mendes-France made his big- 
gest bid for support by a strong 
condemnation of NATO. Men- 
des-France assailed expendi- 
tures for arms instead of for 
economic aid. He hailed Seviet 
economic and technical aid of- 
fers to Middle East and Asian 


competition 
, qi , bs ait 


needed in the. wor 


countries as the kindof peaceful , 
, 


° Mendes Raps NATO 


today. The French Communists, 
meanwhile, who have long favor- 
ed that policy, were receiving 
unprecedented support. 


* 
YUGOSLAVIA got a seat in 
the UN Security Council under 
a compromise whereby the Phil- 
ippities will serve the second 
year of the regular two year 


term. 
+ 


SOVIET leaders Bulganin and 
Khrushchev returned to Moscow 
after a month’s tour of India, 
Burma and Afghanistan. in the 
latter country they arranged a 
$100 million lean for economic 
aid and in all three countries 
agreements were signed stress- 
ing the principles of peaceful 
coexistence. Joint stpport by 
the Asian countries and_ the 


a ; } . | : ‘ } 


USSR for seating China in the 
UN was pledged. 
a 

CONTINUED inflation . in 
Britain and the bankruptcy of 
its foreign policy caused a re- 
shuffle of the Tory cabinet. 
Harold Macmillan was switched 
from the foreign office to the 
Exchequer and Selwyn Lloyd 
became foreign secretary. 

* 

JOSE MAZA of Chile, presi- 
dent of the UN General Assem- 
bly said his main gripe about 
the world organization was too 
many cocktail parties. “You have 
to drink the same Scotch or the 
same Manhattans and eat the 
same shrimps and talk to the 

‘self-same people,” Maza said. 
* 

SOVIET ambassador Valerian 
Zorin arrived in Bonn to take up 
his job as envoy to the West 
German Federal Republic. Zorin 
called for peaceful settlement of 
all questions and closer economic 
and cultural links between West _ 


. Germany and the USSR. | 


? 
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~ Resolutions Adopted at 


Economie Policy 


POINTING OUT that there is a 
“serious question” whether the 
policies of the Eisenhower Admin- 
istration can “sustain economic 
growth in the months ahead,” and 
emphasizing the major weaknesses 
in the current economic picture, 
the AFL-CIO resolved on a pro- 
gram of action, both private and 
government, which includes: . 

® Wage gains, fringe improve- 
ments, and guaranteed employment 
plans through collective bargain- 
ing between unions and employers. 

® Tax policies of the Federal 
government should be revised to 
strengthen buying power of low 
and middle income groups, and to 
eliminate “special” privileges” of 
the big corporations. Federal, state 
and local taxes should be revised 
based on ability to pay. 

® Federal minimum wage should 
be raised to $1.25 and extended 
to cover millions of families now 
out in the cold. State laws to be 
improved likewise. 

~@ Modernize and improve fed- 

eral and state unemployment in- 
surance laws. Amount and dura- 
tion of payments to be substanti- 
ally increased. 

© Old age and survivors pay- 
ments under Social Security law 
to be improved to an “adequate 
Jevel” for decent living. 

© Farm income decline must be 
halted. Farm price supports, low- 
cost credit, rural electrification, 


etc., must be improved. 
* 


COLLECTIVE BARGAINING 


Warning that the AFL-CIO must 
remain “alert to the dangers of 
government domination (and) in- 
terference and control of union 
bargaining,” the resolution declares 
the united labor movement will de- 
fend free collective bargaining as 
a major means to win higher 
wages, for a shorter workweek 
“with no reduction in pay’ better 
working and living conditions, and 
security. 

* 
- DISTRESS AREAS AND 

INDUSTRIAL MIGRATION 


The convention called for a 

“central coordinating agency” by 

the federal government, with labor 

tuking part, to deal with “chronic 

area unemployment’ in the U.S.A., 

and with the runaway shop danger. 
* 


Civil Rights 
THE CIVIL rights resolution 
quoting. the provisions of the new- 
ly-adopted constitution committing 
the AFL-CIO to “promote and de- 


=~ 


FL-C10 Convention 


These Are Resolutions : for Action — Not for the Files 


7 


By GEORGE MORRIS 
WE PRESENT here a summary of the most important reso- 
lutions passed by the historic AFL-CIO convention. They are 
important ngt only for their content but no less for the fact that 
for the first time in 20 years they are the expression 
of a united labor movement. 
Moreover, the unity behind these resolutions 
is on a far higher scale and Jevel than that which 
existed prior to the AFL-CIO split in 1935. The 
total membership of unions was barely 3,500,000 
20 years ago. The AFL-CIO today represents 15,- 
000,000. There is far greater power and political 
consciousness back of the resolutions passed at the 
AFL-C1O convention than at AFL convention's 
prior to the thirties. In the early thirties the AFL 
even refused to support unemployment insurance. 
* 


THERE IS, therefore, far more realistic significance to resolu- 
tions passed by AFL-CIO. Many of us can find weaknesses, indefi- 
niteness, confusion, contradictions, destructive McCarthyite-like 
red-baiting and other objectionable elements in the 50-odd resolu- 
tions approved by the AFL-CIO convention, But what is most im- 
portant is their positive content, much of it adding up to a compre- 
hensive fighting program for labor on the legislative, political, 
collective bargaining, civil rights and civil liberties fronts. 

Some may: say there is little new in this positive content be- 
cause we have seen it in CIO and AFL resolutions before. But 
what is new is that those decisions are now objectives that have 
become the immediate goal of ‘ALL labor, Labor has the power 
to win those goals and the workers in the shops and locals know 
there is no longer the excuse labor is divided and weak; they expect 


in some instances the CIO compromised its position to accommo- 
date the AFL. Thus the Civil Liberties, Civil Rights, Immigration 
and organizing the unorganized resolutions show more CIO influence 
and go farther than the traditional AFL position. On the other 
hand the resolutions on foreign policy and political action, are closer 
to the position usually expressed by the AFL, 

ee 


IT. IS UNFORTUNATE that our labor movement has not learn- 
ed to draw up short and clear resolutions. In this case, the resolu- 
tions are lengthened considerably because they, too, in many cases 
are a merger of AFL and CIO resolutions. Some of them run into 
several thousand words. The effect of long resolutions is to con- 
fine them to the files. 2 

In- giving the brief summaries we aim to give our readers a pano- 
ramic view of what the convention did. .We also aim to call atten- 
tion to precisely those, often buried, positive parts that could and 


should stimulate progressives and all sincere and active trade union-_ . 


ists, to do everything possible to follow up in life the historic step that 
had been taken with the merger. 

In pointihg to what we consider the most positive content of 
the convention, we do not by any means ignore the negative ele- 
ment, especially with respect to peace. But it is a well-known historic 
fact that the greater labor's attention to problems affecting the wel- 
fare of the workers and labor's TRUE interests, the less mind will 
be given to red-baiting, sabre-rattling, and to futile “non-aggres- 
sion. pacts with the union-busting National Association of Manufac- 
turers. 

As we have stressed many times through the months leading 
towards the merger, the active progressives in the unions should 
be the most distinguished fighters for labor unity and in the strug- 
gles to follow labor unity. The decisions of the AFL-CIO conven- 
tion confirm with emphasis that there is ample basis upon which 


a REAL fight to win them. 


A study ‘of the resolutions also shows that in some important 
respects the CIO brought an advanced level into them, although 


progressives can unite with the millions of unionists for pressing 


the march forward. 


fend civil rights of all Americans” 
describes discrimination in em- 
ployment and the fight for deseg- 
regation. The resolution resolves: 


“1. The AFL-CIO declares its 
strong support for an effective and 
enforceable fair employment prac- 
tices act. We urge the enactment 
of similar legislation by all states 
and cities that do not now have 
such laws on their books. 


“2. As an essential preliminary 
to the enactment of civil rights 
legislation, and particularly of a 
fair employment practices act, we 
urge that the rules be so amended 
that the will of the Congress may 
not be stultified by a recalcitrant 
minority. Rule 22 should _ be] 
changed to permit a majority of 
Senators present and voting to 
limit and close debate. 


“3. Our afhliates should see to 
it that employers with whom they 
deal who hold federal contracts 
adhere to the letter and spirit of 
the non-discrimination clause re- 
quired in government contracts. In 
addition, our affiliates should seek 
to have non-discrimination clauses 
included in every collective bar- 
gaining agreement they negotiate. 

“4. The AFL-CIO wholeheart- 


; 
a” 


edly supports the decisions of the 
Supreme Court outlawing segrega- 
tion in the public schools. We urge 
all of our affiliated state and local 
bodies to work with other liberal 
forces in their communities to faci- 
litate a peaceful and effective tran- 


sition to an unsegregated Ameri- | 


can educational system. We urge 
the Administration to utilize the 
full powers of the federal govern- 
ment to frustrate and punish un- 
lawful attempts to block imple- 
mentation of the Supreme Court’s 
decision. 

“5S. We urge the Congress to 
enact legislation making lynching 
a federal crime, and to invalidate 
state laws requiring the payment 
of a poll tax as a prerequisite to 
voting.” 

* 


Women Workers 


There are millions of working 
women in the AFL-CIO. Women 
now make up one-third of the la- 
bor force nationally. The resolution 
declared the AFL-CIO would de- 
fend the conditions of working 
women through collective bargain- 
ing and federal and state legisla- 
tion. 


All unions were urged “to over- 
come ‘discrimination against wom- 
en on the job or in the community, 
and to support actively protection 
of womens rights wom: clauses 
in union contracts providing equal 
treatment in pay, hiring, upgrad- 
ing, training, layoffs, or similar 
procedures.” ~ 

The AFL-CIO opposed the so- 
called “Equal Rights Amendment” 
which is aimed against federal and 
state legislation guarding condi- 
tions for women workers. 

The Women’s Bureau of the U.S. 
Department of Labor was urged to 
“consider the advancement of the 
welfare of women in industry its 
first objective,” and that it get 
more funds for its work. 


* 
Foreign Policy 


THE PRECEDE to the resolu- 
tion’s 22 resolves is in the main a 
vicious attack upon the Soviet 
Union with blame thrown upon it 
for the failure of the second Gen- 
eva conference, the absence of 
German unification, and the ten- 
sions in the Near East. After thus 
picturing a “Soviet imperialism” 
bent on “world conquest,” the wzeso- 
Jution has a sentence saying the 
AFL-CIO “also resolutely opposed 
fascism, Nazism, Falangism and 
Peronism and Titoism. 

The resolution further says that 
“neither our government nor any 
other government” can consistent- 
ly pursue a democratic foreign pol- 
icy “if it n 
domestic policy.” 

“A government guilty of aggres- 


7 its own 


ursues a reactionary]|i 


: V€é 
. > 
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Meany, Reuther and Adlai Stevenson 


‘bormg and other countries,” says 
the resolution. 

The resolution contains much 
taken from CIO resolutions and 
‘statements, for the “positive” ap- 
proach—economic aid for economi- 
cally retarded countries, especially 
in Asia, and support of anti-coloni- 
alism. But in every case this is 
viewed as,a weapon against Com- 
munism on the theory that the 
hunger and need in those lands 
provides a “fertile field” for Com- 
munism. At the same time there 
is a section that declares for “cata- 
goric rejection of any idea of im- 
posing our form of government or 
economic system on any other na- 
tion.” 

One resolve is for “never shut- 
ting the door to negotiations with 
Moscow and adds “readiness to 
negotiate is not appeasement. It 
takes courage to meet aggression. 
It also takes courage to seek pa- 
tiently and persistently for peaceful 
and acceptable settlements.” 

Another resolve calls for “maxi- 
mum efforts to seek gradual effec- 
tive disarmament through adequate 
international inspection. . . .” But 
at the same time the resolution 
calls for a “build-up” of military 
strength to defeat so-called “ag- 
gression.. One_ resolve calls for 
“cultural relations with the peo- 
ples behind the Iron Curtain.” The 
very next resolve, however, “re- 
jects, as a matter of principle” the 
idea of exchanging trade union 
delegations with those countries. 


* 
State Laws 
NOTING the anti-union forces 
have in the pas 


principal Alméc 


‘unions will fight for the repeal of 
the state anti-labor laws and for 
their replacement by legislation 
fairly protecting the basic rights 
of labor. 


“We will resolutely resist all at- 
tempts by reactionary employers 
to use state legislatures and courts 
to hamper unionization and to 
weaken unions, 


“We will press for repeal of 
Section 14 (b) of the Taft-Hartley 
Act.» 

The last is the provision giving 
state anti-labor laws the green light 
and preference in application. In 
1947, when T-H was passed, 13 
states passed “right-to-work” laws. 


* 


‘Ethical’ Practices 


PROVIDES for the setting up 
of a Committee on Ethical Prac- 
tices (since placed under chair- 
manship of Al Hayes, president of 
the Machinists) to “assist” the af- 
filiates in conforming to the AFL’s 
code of ethical practices to com- 
bat racketeering and various forms 
of extortion and bribe-taking. This 
committee was also given the task 
of looking out for “Communist” in- 
fluences in the unions in line with 
the constitutional ban on Commu- 
rists in union office. ~ 


* 
Farm-Labor 


Unity 


FOR A POLICY of raising the 
incomes of farm families and dee 


clares the AFL-CIO will cooperate 
in legislative steps to aid the indee 


_|pendent farmer to enable him te 
|“compete with corporation farme 


ing” and to building “an unshale 
able bond of mutual understande 


through att ghee 
conve! 
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15 Million United Behind Program of Ac 


government can and must be de- 
fended without resort to totalitarian 


Tatt-Hartley 


THE RESOLUTION on the 
Taft - Hartley Law is a lengthy 
review of the evils in the law as 
seen by the unions and a summary 
of the many administrative steps 
taken by the National Labor Re- 
lations Board to turn the law into 
an even more stringent weapon 
against unions than had been origi- 
nally provided. 

The resolution also quotes Gen- 
eral Eisenhower speech before 
the AFL convention in 1952 when, 
he said: 

“I know the law might be used 
to break unions. That must be 
changed. America wants no law 
licensing union-busting. Neither de 


1” 
the 


Civil Liberty 


THE RESOLUTION P 
on the premise that so-called “se-| ment on the individual liberties’ 
curity” measures are needed! which are the core of free govern-| 
against an alleged “Communist} ment. 
threat” but insists it can be done 
“without endangering our tradi- 
tional liberties or impinging upon 
the freedoms guaranteed in the 
Bill of Rights.” 

“We do not believe that the 
Communist movement in __ this 
country poses any serious: 
threat to overthrow our govern- 
ment,” the resolution went on, in- 


roceeds 


“2. We express our gratification 
that improvements have been 
made in the procedures of Con-) 
gressional committees, but urge 
both the Congress and the public 
to be alert against any resurgence 
of abuses which previously have 
characterized certain committee 
investigations. | 


“3. We commend the Congress; 
for enacting the Humphrey reso- 
lution for investigation of govern- 
ment security programs. by a bi-] 
partisan public commission. We! 
urge the Commission which has 
recently been appointed that it in- 
augurate its study without delay. 
We suggest that the Commission 
devote special attention to the 
problem of industrial security. The 
Commission should include rep- 
resentatives of both labor and man- 
agement in its discussions of this’ 
issue. In addition, the Commission! 
should consider: | 

“a. The scope of present and 
proposed security programs. We 
urge that the Commisison give at 
ticular attention to determining 
| whether security screening is nec-| 
essary for jobs which do not in- 
volv’ policy-making decisions or 


The resolution — recalling 
series of promises by the President! 
to amend the law, but notes those 
promises have been ignored after 
the election. ‘Ihe resolution re- 
solves: 

“1. The AFL-CIO will press for 
the elimination of the evils of the 
 Taft-Hartley Act and the enact-| sisting that anti-Communist meas- 
ment of a sound and fair national) ures “do not call for us to adopt 
labor relations law based on the|the methods” that “weaken the 
principles of the Wagner Act. liberties we seek to protect.” | 

“2. The AFL-CIO condemns the’ The resolution says develop-' 
Administration for its failure to)ments on the civil liberties front 
live up to its campaign promises to|in the past year call for “consider- 
rid Taft-Hartley of anti-labor pro- able optimism.” This is “the ‘first 
visions. © time in several years that this: has 

“3. The AFL denounces the ad- been so,” the resolution adds. Note 
ministrative policies of the Na-/is taken of improvements in the’ access to classified information. | 
tional Labor Relations ‘Board and} procedure of Congressional Com-| “b. The criteria employed in the! 
the unnecessary manner in which mittees and limitations upon those; programs. We are persuaded that, 
the board has, in effect, been leg-|“who under the cloak of professed| more precise and definite criteria 
islating by administrative action.” anti-Communism zeal, have vio-|could and should be employed. 

“c. The procedures utilized in! 
the programs. We believe that all 
charges against individuals should 
be as concrete and meaningful as 
possible, not merely vague allega- 
tions. We suggest that the commis-' 
sion review the entire question of| 
the use of information received 
[from confidential informants. The 
‘Commission should also investigate, 
ithe possibility that those charged, 
rs security violations should be’ 
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nin. . confronted by any adverse wit-| 
nesses. 

“4. The issues involved in wire- 
tapping legislation are referred to 
the Executive Council for study 


and appropriate action.” 


lated the civil rights of the indivi- 


Federal Taxes reery 


é cael RESOLUTION calls ee Often Congresisonal investiga- 
equity’ in the .tax structure tol tions were concerned with “pun-| el 

decrease taxes for lower incomed._ ishing particular individuals” with Puerte Rico 

persons and increase it at higher| enforcing uniformity of opinions | Industrialization of Puerto Rico 


| . . . a >> | 
. -| Of n he ht of dissent. | . 
levels. A cut is proposed on excise '‘ stifling of the “right must be accompanied by substan- 
taxes; an increase in exemptions) 


| Welcoming the rising public re-| 4:4) jy h5 | 
| -vulsion to MeCarthyism and _re-| provement in the wage and 
per person now at $600 and a 20! newed public interest in civil lib- 


working and living conditions of 

: ‘the workers, the convention de- 

percent cut of taxes for the first’ erties, the resolution warns, never- | 
$2,000 of taxable income. Con-| theless, that “public vigilance 


aMic FRe,/ 
on" ih: 
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clared. | 

arsere ‘ _-; An industrialization that brings, 

gress should continue the odr:| S8amst any eit eae McCar-' new wealth to those already’ 

porate tax at 52 percent for at least | thyism Sogaepey vital rexiengmen | wealthy and continued poverty and. 

Ethos “wear: it ie scheduled sd § The Eisenhower administration insecurity to those already poor 

come down to 47 percent. next) ! criticized — for making onlv does not represent progress for the! 

April 1 “grudging, piecemeal and belated, workers of Puerto Rico. | 
: 1, : E farth fefforts to correct” abuses of civil The AFL-CIO calls for two) 
Aw wee Ke ag 1; 08 tt PTO liberties. Congress on the other| steps. One, organize the workers 

ae are ade 40 BE geo eax | hand is given credit for greater|into strong trade unions. Two, im- 

; urden on ee ee he participation in the new trend es-' prove federal legislation covering! 

inate loopholes for 3 agg qT © pecially through the committee) working and living standards for! 

ee. Oppose : . ies wot headed by Senator Hennings now) the Island. | 

poration-sponsored —_constitutional| investigating the investigators. |’ ® Minimum wage laws must ap- 

amendment for a tax limit on cor-| ty (ae ae «| ply to Puerto: Rico, “with the ob-| 

porations. “1 We decl. q “| jective of raising the Puerto Rican, 
A companion resolution called; - We Geciare Our etermination! minimum wage to the mainland 

for extensive revision in state taxes to preserve and defend American! level at the earliest possible date.” 

along similar lines. democracy from any and all ene-| © An unemployment insurance’ 

me ‘mies, within or Without. We state’ program must be _ instituted for | 
j j i A . gur conviction that our forra or Puerto . Rico, which 

Political Action - ae i 
CALLS for a “continuing and HEADING FOR A BRIGHTER FUTURE! 

expanding of the non-partisan pro- 

gram of political education,” 

through the Committee on Politica! 

Education which replaces the po- 

litical arms of the former AFL and 

CIO. One objective through the 

CPE is to place the record of con- 

gressmen iti the homes of every 

one of the 15,000,000 AFL-CIO 

members. The resolution calls for. 

special political efforts among the: 

wives and daughters of the union| 

members. The resolution warns,' 

however, against “entangling al-| 

liances” politically and adherence 

to the traditional non-partisanship. | 
A companion resolution on wom- 

en's, politica] activities advances a}, 

program | for amily, Detiqine 4a5 we 

in politien! activity alae. USSR ee 


techniques and without: infringe-| 


‘families, plus a large-seale low-| 


| West Virginia. 
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at all now. Mainland laws should 

be extended to include the Island. 
® The government of Puerto’ 

Rico is called on to prevent “un-) 

scrupulous” employers from setting 

up sweatshop A there. 

* 


No need of the average Ameri- 
can family is more neglected than | 


“Most low-income families and ' 
many middle-income families are 
forced to live in overcrowded, 
dilapidated slums located in blight- | 
ed neighborhoods. Housing con-| 
ditions of Negro and other minor- | 


ally barred from‘the market for’ 
new housing, are especially bad." | 

The convention called for con- 
struction of 2 million new housing 
units a year, geared for low-income 


rent public housing program. | 
Discrimination in housing was 
condemned. 


A Secretary of Housing and 


} 


, 


Urban Affairs was proposed as an 
addition to the President's Cabinet. | 
* 


Miscellaneous 


Children and Youth: For a pro; 
gram to “strengthen and safeguard ' 


quency. 


eo 


TT 


Social Security: Comprehensive 
plan for improvement in the law 
for increase of benefits and widen- 
ing of covedage. 

Unemployment Insurance: F'or a 
“comprehensive over-hauling” of 
the program and establishmert of 
a single federal system. 


Workmen’s Compensation: For 


housing, the convention declared. | further steps in improvements. 


Occupational Safety and Health: 
Calls on Congress to give the La- 
bor Department enough money 
for enforcement and improvement 
of safety laws. 

Health; For a national health 


ity families, who have been virtu-| program enacted through Con- 


OTess. 

Veterans: A long program for 
improvement of benefits and re- 
employment rights of veterans. 

Atomic Energy: Favoring inter- 
national relations for peacetime 
development and for expansion of 
the use of atomic energy at home 
under government control. 


Flood Insurance: For a system 
of tederal insurance to protect citi- 
zens from losses due to floods or 
hurricanes. 

Power: For development of river 
basin projects and provision of 
cheap sources of power for the 
benefit of the people. 

Surplus Food: Urging affiliates 
to take full advantage of the gov- 
ernments surplus food supplies for 
the needy. 

Education: A lengthy docurnent 
was approved incorporating ‘de- 
tailed recommendations for federal 
aid and improvements and meet- 
ing the serious shortage of teach- 
ers and_ schools. 

Pay Television: Opposed to the 


has none! family life’ and combat delin-jidea as an “infringement on -the 


property rights” of the people: 


ps 
Send Your Greetings 
Gus Hall, Federal]. Peniten- 


tiary, Leavenworth, Kansas; Rob- 
ert Thompson, Federal Peniten- 
tiary, Atlanta, Georgia; Sid 
Stein, House of Detention, West 
St., New York; Carl Ross, Fed- 
eral Penitentiary, McNeil’s Is- 
land, Washington; George Myers, 
Federal Penitentiary, Petersburg, 
Virginia; Philip Frankfeld, Fed- 
eral Penitentiary, Atlanta, Geor- 
gia; Elizabeth Gurley Flynn, 
Federal Reformatory for Wom- 
en, Alderson, West Virginia. 

_ Betty Gannett; Federal Re- 
formatory for Women, Alderson 


~ 


Pettis Perry, Federal, Correc-, , 


XY 


* 
to Political Prisoners 


tional Institution, Danbury, Con- 
necticut. 


Jacob “Pop” Mindel, Federal 
Correctional Institution, Dan- 
bury, Connecticut. 

Louis Weinstock, Federal Cor- 
rectional Institution, Danbury, 
Connecticut. 


Alexander Bittelman, Federal 
Penitentiary, Atlanta, Georgia. 

V. J. Jerome, Federal Peniten- 
tiary, Lewisburg, Pennsylvania. 

William Weinstone, Medical 
Center for Federal Prisoners, 
Springfield, Missouri. 

Arnold Johnson, Federal Peni- 
tentiary, Petersburg, Virginia. 

Al Lannon, F ] Peniten- 


_,tiary,, Petersburg, Virginia. 


—_ 
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TV Views 


- 


THE Jaughing Santa Claus in 
Hecht’s window on 14 Street at- 
tracts the passerby, but the po- 
tential customer must not linger 
too long. He must either go in- 
side and make his purchase 

uickly, or pass on his way, for 
the mechanical cackling becomes 
too painful to be borne. 

Repetition wears out the wel- 
come of even sweeter and gayer 
sounds than issue from this gi- 


. 


gantic, redcoated bearded doll, 
and this has been attested by 
TV and radio audiences, who 
year after year hear the same 
four or five Christmas carols, so 
that usually cautious commenta- 
tors have been moved to protest. 


By the time this column ap- 
pears, the air will be filled with 
caroling, but for the moment I 
have heard few Christmas songs 
on TV, and of these the most 
commented on has been a record 
‘of two dogs singing “Jingle 
Bells.” 

As in the case of Hecht’s 
chuckling monster, after the nov- 
elty and marvel of a first hear- 


ing have worn off, these pitched - 


yelps, which can have no mean- 
ing for their performers, give an 
impression of souls in. torment. 
I thought finally, as I listened to 


this doggerel, that here were ~ 


dogs whose bark could be as 
painful as their bite. 
. 
THE SINGING dogs I saw 


on the TV screen looked -any- 
thing but happy. The merriness 
of the “Jingle Bells” they barked 
was not reflected on their faces, 
* which were as expressionless as 
the countenance of a TV news- 
caster reporting the triumphal 
tour of the Soviet leaders’ in 
India. 

This canine caroling may be 
an attempt to introduce some- 
thing new into Christmas enter- 
tainment. If that is so, it is a 
wrong way to accomplish that 
worthy aim. There is no reason 
to fear that the Christmas theme 
of the mother and child, and the 
babe in the manger, and the op- 
pression of the poor will ever 
grow monotonous. 

Actually what is needed is not 
fewer but more carols. TV 
Christmas singing can draw from 
the immense reservoir of thou- 
sands of other folk tunes, most 
of them in the public domain, 
supplying happiness enough for 
centuries of Christmases, and as 
fresh and unfading as a baby's 
smile. 

An example illustrating the 
eternal variety of the mother 
and child theme is given in Rus- 
sell Ames “Story of American 
Folk Song.” It is an old Spanish 


ballad heard in Brownsville, Tex., 
and the last stanza says: 

“The Virgin was washing, 
“Saint Joseph hung up clothes, 
“The little Boy was crying, 


—_—— ——m 


eeanecceneasannces MY DMN 6a ¥ INE 
Mother and Child 


“Saint John was rocking him.” 
* 


IF THE TV program makers 
have been careful not to be pre- 
mature with their Christmas mu- 
sic, the commercial sponsors 
have rushed in early to cry their 
holiday wares. Already the Alka 
Seltzer people have offered their 
services as saviors to those who 
eat too heartily of Christmas din- 
ners, and John McCaffery has in- 
terrupted his newscasting for the 
National -City,Bank to suggest 
that those who haven't the money 
for the glittering gifts dangled 
before them can get a loan from 
his masters, who are simply 
bursting with good will to bor- 
rowers. 

Mr. McCaffery’s comfortable 
caressing tones will not take 
me in. I still remember many 
years ago in the 1930s when I 
rashly endorsed a loan for a 
friend who could not pay it back. 
The room I was sent to when I 
asked for easier terms was not 
the marble halls where deposit- 
ors are welcomed. It was a dingy 
wooden office filled with sad 
people like me who waited on 
line to learn that a bank that 
lends you money with faith and 
hope will collect it back without 
charity, but with interest. I not 
only had to repay the loan and 
pay the interest, but I had to 
pay the charges levied because 
my friend delayed telling me of 
his predicament. 

It was not hard for me to see 
why, when the infant Jesus grew 
to manhood, he drove the money- 
changers from the Temple. 

* 


THE moneychangers and the 
mérchants are now a thousand 
times richer, more temples than 
ever are at fheir_mercy, and of 
all their paid news commenta- 
tors on TV not one has dared to 
voice uneasiness over the perse- 
cutions of those who have taken 
the side of the exploited. 

John McCaffery, of the bank, 
and John Daly of Alka Seltzer, 
and the other newscasters have 
reported, at best with impassive 


faces, and often with cultivated 


accents of approval, each merci- 
less step by which a young 
couple were dragged to their 


Continued on Page 14) 


The Scrolls from the Dead 
Sea: By Edmund S. Wilson. Ox- 
ford University Press. $3.25. 


By ARCHIBALD ROBERTSON. 


Two thousand years ago 
the Roman legions were con- 
quering everywhere, from 
Spain in the west to Syria in 
the east, from Britain in the 
north to Egypt in the south. 


As they conquered, they rak- 
ed in treasure and tribute for 
their masters, the Roman rulin 
class, and slaves to be- worke 
to death on the big estates or to 


. fight to»death in the arena to 


make a Roman holiday. No Med- 
iterranean people had been able 
to stand up to them. 


An anonymous writer, whose 


work was discovered only eight 
or nine years aga in a cave near 
the Dead Sea, said they were a 
terror and fear to all nations. 
They devoured insatiably, like 
the eagles whose image they bore 
as their regimental emblem. They 
gathered. plunder as fishermen 
took fish from the sea; their. taxes 
laid countries waste. 


That is how the writer saw 
them, that is how the Romans 
looked to subject peoples. 

But there has never been a 
time under any sort of exploita- 
tion—ancient slavery,. medieval 
serfdom, modern capitalism— 
when the exploited did not find 
voices to speak and arms to fight 
against their — 


TWO THOUSAND years ago, 
in that corner of -Palestine near 


ESTABLISHED 


~ REWARD 


‘Foe Infoamation Lcaoine/ Te THe APPRENENSION. OF “—, 
i” ——e! _ < . 


Jesus Curist — 


Wanteo - fon Sepition, Craiminar ANARCHY - 
VAGRANCY, AND CONSPIRING TO OvERTHROW THE 
Government 


DRESSES POORLY, SAID TO BE A CARPENTER BY TRADE, 1LL— 
NOURISHED, HAS VISIONARY IDEAS , ASSOCIATES With Common 
WORKING PEOPLE THE UNEMPLOYED AND BuMS. ALIEN — 
GerceivedD TOBE AVEW ALIAS ! ‘Pance or Peace, Sonor 
Man’~ LIGHT OF, THE WoRtD’ & &c 
Rep GEARD, MARKS ON HANDS AND FEET THE RESULT OF 


INJURIES INFLICTED BY AN ANGAY MOB LED BY RESPECTABLE, 
CITIZENS AND LEGAL AUTHORITIES -” 


ae 


PROFESSIONAL AGITATOR 


so 
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Dead Sea Caves Yield a Story 
Of ‘Teacher of Righteousness’ 


the Dead Sea, there lived a little - 
community of people known as 
Essenes, 


They were Utopian Commu- 
nists, sharing everything alike 
with one another, keeping their 
settlements clean and tidy, con- 
ducting their affairs by meeting 
at which everyone was free to 
speak in turn, and binding their 
recruits by an oath to hate the 
wicked, help the just and keep 
the secrets of the party. 

Calling themselves the New 
Covenant, or, as we might say, 
New Deal, they played a part in 
the Jewish resistance to oem 
imperialism, and were noted for 
their bravery when taken prison- 
er and tortured. 

When the Romans finally con- 

uered Palestine, the remnant of 
the Essenes took their literature 
to caves in the cliffs on the west 
shore of the Dead Sea and hid 
it away to await better times. 

The better times did not come. 
The Romans found the caves 
and tore up a lot of the literature 
—especially scrolls of the Jewish 
law, which they considered 
treasonable because it denounc- 
ed priestly rackets, ordered a 
weekly rest day for everybody 
and directed that runaway slaves 
should be set free. 

* 

BUT A LOT of other litera- 
ture was left. There it stayed in 
the caves until the spring of 
1947, when an Arab goat-herd 
threw a stone into a cave, heard 
something smash, and going in 
with his pal, found Hebrew 
scrolls, which they sold to the 
best advantage. 

How the scrolls came into the 

possession of Hebrew scholars 
who set to work to make them 
out, what difficulties there were 
in doing the job with a war on 
in Palestine, how more and more 
were found and deciphered, and 
what it all amounts to up to date, 
is told in thrilling fashion by 
Edmund Wilson in The Scrolls 
from the Death Sea. 
. Among other interesting docu- 
ments found is a note written ta 
one of his officers by Bar-Koch- 
ba, the leader of the last Jewish 
revolt against Rome in A.D. 
132-135. | 

There is also a manual of dis- 
cipline of the Essene sect and a 


A Workingclass 


By HOWARD FAST 

In “Pages from a Work- 
ers Life,” William Z. Foster 
tells of his youthful appren- 
ticeship to a sculptor, Kretch- 
man by name; of how the old 
sculptor took a liking to him 

and gave him 
lessons. in mod- 
eling, carving 
and stone cut- 
ting — and f- 
nally begged 
him-.to dedi- 
cate his life to 
art. Foster de- 
clined the of- 
fer, feeling, as 
7 he puts it, “no 
call to a life of art.” And he 
goes on to say, 

“I wanted to become an in- 
dustrial worker and was drawn 
as by a magnet to the shops. So 
after three years of it, I left my 
art job and went to work in a 
Philadelphia type foundry.” 

I wonder whether it is that 
simple; for while William Z. 
Foster will long be honored as 
a giant of the American working 


Leader Who Accomplished a Miracle 


class,,its most clear-sighted and 
prophetic leader, I think he will 
also be remembered as a writer 
—not a writer in the sense of 


an avocation, but as a writer 


whose work is inseparable from 
his actions. And that is, per- 
haps, in the last analysis, the 
truest hallmark of the artist. 
* 
THERE is much talk of crea- 


tivity and youth and of how a 


man’s powers will fail as the 
years move on; but the history 
of art and literature belies that, 
and men like Rembrandt and 
Renoir and Shaw and Hugo and 
O'Casey and Tolstoy, to name 
only a few, are among those 
who brought forth great works 
of art in the fullness of their 
years. In a sense, this is a mir- 
acle of mankind worth noting 
more fully, and a, part of that 
miracle is the mighty body of 
work produced -by William Z. 
Foster during these past five 
years—a study of history few 
men have equalled in a whole 
lifetime, and which for clarity, 
understanding, and sincerity 


puts to shamé the work of such 
endlessly praised idealist histori- 
ans as Toynbee, for example. 


Consider the books that have 


appeared during that time, “The 
Outline History of the Ameri- 
cas,” “The History of the Com- 
munist Party, U.S.A.,” “The Ne- 
gro People in American History,” 
and now finally, “The History 
ot the Three Internationals’— 
and still the man labors and 
plans with a history of the World 
Trade Union movement almost 
ready for publication. Nor are 
these small books, essays, or cur- 
sory observations upon the sub- 
jects; each of them, rather, is 


a monumental investigation of 


the subject, presenting it in a 
new light and in terms of a 
philosophy almost unknown in 
American historiography. 

In the future, I will return 
to each of these books, and at- 
tempt to say a little of what 
must be said about them; for 
the moment, I want to dwell 
upon the phenomena of the books 
themselves and of the extraor- 
dinary man who produced them. 


FOR the accomplishment is 
both a miracle and a fact, and 
this twain must be ‘noted and 
understood. Consider the case 
of Foster during the time these 
books were written. He was the 
leader of the most persecuted 
and maligned group of men and 
women in America; during that 
period, dozens of his comrades, 
who shared this leadership, were 
arrested and imprisoned, and 
only his own grave illness kept 
him from sharing their fate. 


To say that H® remained at 
liberty would be to stretch the 
meaning of the word, for he is 
followed, hounded, _ harried, 
watched constantly by police 
spies, dragged again and again 
to special physicians to prove, 
perchance, that his illness is 
less than previous doctors pro- 
nounced it. — | 

Within this, he wrote and pub- 
lished thousand of pages on the 
traditions and circumstances that 
produced both him and his class, 
and what he wrote stands with- 
out apology. His cloistered con- 


(Continued on Page 14) 


~ Modern Jazz Is a Folk Music 


That Started with the Blues 


By FRANK M. DAVIS 


IT WAS good to see that 


an Episcopal minister, the 
Rey. Alvin Kershaw of Ox- 
ford, Ohio, not only chose 


jazz for his category on that 
TV quiz show, “The $64,000 


Question,” but realizes the place 


of this music in our society. 
Only a few decades ago “re- 
spectable” white people just 
didn’t listen to real jazz. They 
might bend an ear to the mu- 
sical meanderings of Paul White- 


man, who never could play jazz. 


or to George Gershwin’s “Rhap- 
sody in Blue;” which was 95 
percent foreign to both jazz and 
the blues, but that was as close 
as they ever got. 

Jazz was born of the musical 
experience of the Negro people 
in America. Into it went the 
highly complex rhythmic pat- 
terns and musical conceptions 
native to those sections ol 
Africa from which the black 
man came, the spirituals, blues 
and secular music developed in 
America following contact with 
European music patterns in the 
New World, and the social and 
psychological experiences of a 
minority group struggling tor 
equality. 

The background was not com- 
mon to whites, and hidebound 
critics and musicians, steeped in 
the traditions and adhering to 
the standards. of Western Eu- 
ropean music, had little or no 
patience with African - rooted 
sounds and techniques which 
rebelled against everything they 
had been taught. 

AS A MATTER of fact, white 
America is stil] not ready to give 
colored America its » Bee Ne- 
groes had been playing jazz in 
and around New Orleans since 
the 1890s but this revolutionary 
new music was not accepted 
until the Original Dixieland of 
Jazz Band, a white outfit, came 
out of the South. At the time 
there were at least a dozen 
colored bands immeasurably su- 
perior to this white group. 

' Big Negro bands such as 


those of Duke Ellington, Fletcher 
Henderson, Bennie Moten, Louis 
Armstrong, Jimmy Lunceford, 
Don Redman and a number of 
others had been swinging might- 
ily for years, but it was not until 
Benny Goodman based a big 
white band on Negro style that 
swing became popular with 
white America. 

Although the piano style called 
boogie woogie had been known 
since the early 1900s and per- 
haps its greatest exponent, Pine- 
top Smith had died, the general 
public accepted it only after 
the Bob Crosby band included 
“Yancey Special” and “Honky 
Tonk Train Blues” in its reper- 
toire. 

But despite all its enemies 
could do, jazz grew and became 


not only the music of the U. S. 
but of all sections of the world 
influenced by U. S. culture. And 
now we have a white minister 


who not only is a student of 


jazz but who has brought it into 
his church. 
* 

THE BLUES are the mother 
of jazz. To understand jazz, you 
need to understand the blues. 

Nobody knows when the blues 
began, but they are a folk music 
developing in the rural South 
and becoming identifable as a 
specific type of U. S. Negro 
secular music some time after 
the Civil War and before the 
1890's. 

Basically, they are personal 
songs of protest and rebellion, 


Duke Ellington, whose name is a byword in modern jazz 


~~ 
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‘Twas the Week Before Christmas 


TWAS ‘THE WEEK before 
Christmas and all through the 
house, not a creature was stir- 
ring. Certainly the building su- 
perintendent wasn't stirring be- 
cause the steam was down and 
the cold was creeping through 
the dark, rooms. But then the 
Youngest Member of the Fam- 
ily, age three weeks, did stir and 
his mother whose ears are deli- 
cately attuned for the slightest 

noise from the crib, also stir- 

red. Under the circumstances 
there was nothing left for me 
to do but stir, too, -because it 
was 2 a.m. and my*turn to warm 
a bottle and feed the little fel- 
low. | 

Youngest Member is a voraci- 
ous eater who tackles his food 
with such single-minded pre- 
occupation that he has no time 
for small talk and consequently 
he is not the most diverting com- 
pany for the lenely, silent morn- 
ing hours and I dozed in my 
chair. How long I slept I do 
not know but I awoke with a 
start at the sound of voices in 
the children’s room. Youngest 
Member, I noticed, slumbered 
blissfully in my arms, lulled by 
warm blankets and a full stom- 
ach. I placed him gently in his 
crib and tip-toed to the door 
where the Little King and Baby 
Sister slept. 

; * 

BY THE FEEBLE light of 
the night lamp I saw the two 
children, in their night clothes 
completely absorbed in conver- 
sation with a fat, bearded gen- 
tleman immediztely recognizable 
from his widely publicized pic- 
tures as: Santa Claus. 

“You want some coffee?” the 
Little King was asking. “Daddy 
can make it for you.” 

“Daddy can make. it for you,” 
said Baby Sister, the little_par- 
rot. 


HOW TO ENJOY BEING ON THE TOWN FOR THE HOLIDAYS 


By DAVID PLATT 

Planning to take the family to 
New York for the holidays? 

Here's a few tips on things to 
do and places to see: 

HISTORIC SPOTS OF IN- 
TEREST: 

Edgar Allan Poe Cottage, 
Grand Concourse and Kings- 
bridge Road. 

Antonin Dvorak’s house on 19 
Street and Second Avenue. He 
composed some of his finest 
music here. 

Plymouth Church of the Pil- 
grims, Orange Street between 
Henry and Hicks Streets in 
Brooklyn. A leading center of 
anti-slavery struggle in the 1840s 
and 50s when its minister was 
Henry Ward Beecher. 

Fraunces Tavern, Pearl and 
Broad Streets. One of Manhat- 
tan’s most prized landmarks. It 
was here (in this Wall Street 
area) that George Washington 
bade farewell to his officers in 
1793. 


Oldest Jewish Cemetery, 


founded in 1656, at Chatham 

Square and Oliver Street. 
Tomb of the great naturalist 

John James Audubon in Trinity 

Church Cemetery, 153 Street 

and Broadway. 

Mother A.M.E. Zion Church, 


146 W. 137 Street, successor to 
the African Methodist Episcopal 
Zion Church, oldest Negro 
church in New York and meet- 
ing place of anti-slavery fighters 
of the last century. The present 
pastor is B. C. Robeson, brother 
of Paul Robeson. 


Jumel Mansion—Roger Morris 
Park, Edgecombe” Avenue, be- 
tween 160 and 162 Streets, used 
by Washjngton a§ headquarters 
in 1776. | 

Plaque at S. W. corner Cran- 
berry and Fulton Streets, Brook- 
lyn, site of print shop where 
Walt Whitman printed his world 
famous “Leaves of Grass.” 

MUSEUMS 

American Museum of Natural 
History, Central Park W. and 
79 Street. Open daily 10 to 5 
including Saturday. Sundays 1 
to 5. 

Metropolitan 
Fifth Avenue 
Daily 10 to 5 
day. Sundays 
to 5. 

Museum of Modern Art, 11 W. 
53 Street. Open weekdays 12 
to 7 p.m. including Saturday. 
Sundays and holidays, 1 to 7. 

New York Historical Society, 
Gentral Park W. and 77 Street. 


Museum of Art, 
and 82 Street. 
including Satur- 


and holidays 1 


urday 10 to 5. Closed Mondays. 

Hayden Planetarium, Central 
Park W. at 79 Street. Weekdays 
2 to 8:30; Saturdays 11 to 8:30. 
Sunday and holidays 1 to 8:30. 

ART EXHIBITIONS 

Drawings, lithographs ~ and 
woodcuts by Rockwell’ Kent, 
Charles White and Hugo Gellert, 
Art of Today Gallery, Great 
Northern Hotel, 118 W. 57 
Street. Gallery open daily 1 to 
7; Wednesdays 1 to 9. Saturdays 
1 to 5. Closed Sundays and holi- 
days. 

Maurice Becker show, Har- 
tert Galleries, 22 E. 58 St. 
Through Dec. 30. Open daily 
including Sat. 11 to 5, Closed 
Sundays and holidays. 

Grandma Moses exhibit, Gal- 
erie St. Etienne, 16 E. 57 St. 
Through December. 

Picasso—55 drawings, Saiden- 
berg Gallery, 10 E. 77 St. 
Through Jan. 23. 

Whitney Museum, 22 W. 54 
St. Annual exhibition of con- 
temporary American’ painters. 
Through Jan. 8. Open daily in- 
cluding Sat. 1 to 5. Closed 
Sundays and holidays. | 


OPERA, BALLET 

Amato Opera Theatre, 159 
Bleecker St. Free admission. Call 
GR 7-2844 for reservations. 


N. Y. City Ballet, City Cen- 
ter, 131 W. 55 St. 


RECOMMENDED PLAYS 


Trouble in Mind by ° Alice 
Childress (Greenwich Mews) 

View From the Bridge by Ar- 
thur Miler (Coronet). 

Diary of Anne Frank (Cort) 

A Village Wooing by G. B. 
Shaw (Davenport) 

Cherry Orchard by Chekhov 
(4th St. Theatre) 

-Inherit the Wind with Paul 
(National) 

The Lark (Longacre) 

Three Penny Opera (Theatre 
de Lys) 

Tiger at the Gates (Helen 
Hayes) 
RECOMMENDED FILMS 


Oklahoma (Rivoli) r 


Kismet (Radio City Music 
Hall) 

Guys and Dolls (Capitol) 

Rose Fatoo with Anna Mag- 
nani (Astor) | 

Conflict (Russian) Stanley 

Umberto D (Italian (50th St. 
Guild) 

The Night My Number Came 
Up (Engpish) (Sutton) 

Diabolfqgue (French) (Fine 
Arts Theatre) 

Heidi and Peter (Little Car- 
negie) 

Happy Holidays! 


“No, no,” said’ the old ‘gen- 
tleman hastily, “no grown-ups, 
please. I’m just here to make 
my pre-Christmas check. There 
is some contusion as to how many 
children are here. Now there's 
a little boy, aged four—I guess 
that’s you—and a little girl aged 
two and a half—that’s her—and 
is there anybody else?” 

“No,” said Baby Sister, “there’s 
nobody else.” 

“Well,” said the Little King 
hesitantly, “there's only us two 
CHILDREN—” 

“My list is hard to read be- 
cause this is a triplicate carbcn,” 
said Santa, “but it looks like 
there's another here. It says 
something about ‘three weeks 


old’.” 
* 


“OH, THAT,” said the Little 
King deprecatingly. “Yes, there 
is something or other that’s been 
here for a few weeks. A little 
bundle of blankets that never 
‘says anything, only drinks milk 
and takes up my parents time. 
Why it can’t even talk, or walk, 
or throw a ball. I don’t see why 
you should bother yourself about 
IT!” 

* 

“IT ONLY cries and makes a 
noise, said Baby Sister. “Quite 
literally, it offen makes me 
sick.” : 

“And it makes me so angry 
I sometimes lose my head,” said 
the Little King. “Just yesterday 
I lay down _on the floor and 
squawled, throwing my _ tovs 
about as if I were crazy. At 
first I didn’t know exactly why, 
but my mother seemed to un- 
derstand, and when she put the 
creature down and picked me 
up I realized the reason.” : 

“In my opinion, Mommy is 
spoiling the squirmy little worm,” 
said Baby Sister. “She spends 
altogether too much time with 
it, and I often suggest that the 
creature is tired and should be 


put back in the crib. But she 
only’ smiles and puts an arm 


around me. 
* 


“AND YOU'D be surprised, 
Santa,” said the Little King, 


“how the creature is int rter- 


ing with our sleep. It used to 
be that when we went to bed 
at night we never woke until 
breakfast time. But now Baby 
Sister and I wake up before 
dawn. It isn’t only that the crea- 
ture cries. It’s the feeling we 
have that sleeping there in the 
room with our parents, he is 
seeing more of them than we 
are. So we get up in the night, 
or at least the early morning, 
and climb in bed with them.” 


“And sometimes I'm wet, too,” 
put in Baby Sister, “but that 
disturbs our parents more than 
it does me. In any event, i!’s a 
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How They Fought the B 


Of Goa in 


By ROBERT FRIEDMAN 


THE technique of public en- 
lightenment never got a sadder 
battering than in the recent 
storm blown up by the press 
around the city of Goa. The 


following is the result of a survey 
of six New York newspapers 
handling of the-subject during two 
days of the biggest blowing. 

The general impression convey- 
ed on the subject in this news- 
paper Never-Never-Land was that 
a couple of Russians had been visit- 
ing India trying to organize an 
army to take over some Portu- 
guese province called Goa. Why 
-the Russians had to travel all the 
way to India to launch an invasion 
army against Portugal, which is 
not exactly a close neighbor, is a 
mystery that, alas, most readers 
were left to unravel for them- 
selves. 

The confusion started on _ its 
merry way at a Dec. 6 press con- 
ference held by Secretary of State 
Dulles in which he explained all 
about Goa in order to clarify some 
previous confusion. On the same 
day and the following one, most: 


New York papers reported his re-| Visiting India had politely, sin- anybody when it comes to cold 
marks and made the confusion all cerely, and accurately agreed with) war-heating, this time played it 


Indians that Goa belongs to India,| relatively cool, with a headline 
it was quite opportune for Dulles! omitting talk of war: 


their own. 
* 


OUR OWN readers have, of, 
course, read in these pages exact- 
ly what and where Goa is. But for 


the record, we set the facts down 
briefly: 


SUNDAY, 


Goa is a place. It is not a big 


place, but it is a major piece of , efforts to invoke force.” 
unfinished business for the people} 
of India. For some 400 years, the kind of word. It sounds sinister 
coastal city of Goa, situated on the 


sub-continent of India, has been 


an imperial possession of Portugal. 


India has been independent of'. . . 


DECEMBER 19353 


Never-Never-Land 


DULLES 


And, since the 


to announce that Messrs Bulganin | 
and Khrushchev were “fomenting,” 
Dulles complained, “an atmosphere: 
of hatred”; they were making state-| 
merts “designed to create an at- 


mosphere which might generate 


“Fomenting” is a néce abstract 


enough, yet not specific. enough, 
. << . + »> 4é . . »”» 
like “organizing, recruiting, 
‘ . 7? f+ -e »> 
‘marching,” orf even “firing upon 


two Soviet leaders| ; 


{ — 


all words one might use to 


| 


headlines only slightly shorter than 
war and peace, it-was understand-| 


able why the Tribune had no room’ — 


to explain that Goa is morally and 
geographically Indian. : 

Jack Tait, who wrote the Trib- 
unes story, had Dulles charging’ 
the Russians with “fomenting” right 
up in the lead sentence. Since 
Dulles, with remarkable restraint, 
had not actually accused: the Soviet 


statesmen of calling for war, the 
Tribune story justified its head- 


line by using the word “apparent- 
ly,” always a handy one to have’ 
around a typewriter. (A reporter 
can always say a man “apparent- 
ly” fell when he can’t or won't say 
who pushed him) 


Thus the Tribune’s second sen- 
tence: Mr. Dulles told a news con- 
ference that Soviet Prime Minister 
Nikolai A. Bulganin and Commu- 
nist Party chief N. S,.’ Khrushchev 
... aparently sought to incite the 
Indians to war in their campaign 


to take over Portuguese holdings in 
India. 


* 


THE DAILY NEWS, not ordi- 
varily one to take a back seat to 


REDS SEEKING 
TO STIR INDIA, 
DULLES WARNS 


Ruth Montgomery, who wrote 


the story, joined the Trib in get-ly 


ting the Russians to do their “fo- 
menting’ in the first sentence. 


Miss Montgomery's story did 
continue, however, with the note 
that Dulles’ earlier reference to 
Goa as a Portuguese province had 


,! 


L CANT SEE. 


- ATHING 
EITHER ! 


Governor Stumps State 


NORFOLK. — Gov. Thomas} 
B. Stanley’s latest move in the 
official war against Virginia's 
public schools was to an- 
nounce formation of a “State 
Information Center.” This agency 
will attempt to win votes in the, 
an. 9 referendum to establish state- 
supported private schools. | 

The Jan. 9 referendum will give 
Virginia voters a chance to decide} 
whether they will allow state funds | 


| 


ee $$$ ——— eee rr 


ted the Goa story the night before, 


To Sell Jimcrow Schools 


to be used for private schooling of 
children whose parents keep them 
out of integrated public schools. 


In the face of steadily mounting 
opposition from all sections of the 
state, Gov. Stanley and the Byrd 
political machine are continuing 
to push their program for evading 


ithe Supreme Court decision outlaw- 


ing segregation in the public 
schools. | 

This program is outlined in the 
report of the official Gray Com- 


Great Britain, who ruled most of} describe how two’ Russian gentle- 
the land, for near a decade now.' men were rallying an Indian army 
The French, who continued to against Goa. 

hold a small enclave within India, * 

somewhat like Goa, came to terms) EXAMINATION of _ Dulles’ 
with independent India. Not so exact language reveals, however, 
Portugal. And its determination to| that he was pretty cagey. The Rus- 
keep India’s soil as its own has sians were not creating an army, 
angeréd the Indians as much as it| only an atmosphere. 


‘who is, after all, a Republican Sec- 
retary of State doing his admitted- 


been “described by some U. S. 
diplomats as a major blunder.” This 
somewhat sneaky jab at a man 


at least in the edition I examined. 
Of course, the Journal did spread 


ly inadequate best for the Daily 
News left me puzzled. Is the News les in its own little way after all. 


plugging for McCarthy to replace} The Times, having undoubtedly 


Dulles? scanned the other papers and de- 


the front-page headline, .“Enemy 
Planes Bomb U. S.” over the story 
of a routine air drill, so it was in}. 
there pitching for John Foste- Dul- 


on 
would burn Americans if Portu- 
gal were holding on, let’s say, to 
_ Jersey City. 
.. At any rate, historians will re- 
cord of Secretary of State Dulles’ 
press conference of Dec. 6 (if they 
can be bothered) that it was con- 
cerned mainly with his efforts to 
get his own foot out of his mouth 
where hed stuck it when he in- 
flamed Indians by describing Goa 
as a “province” of Portugal. _ | 
The fact that he’d done so in a 
joint communique with Portugal: 
for the purposing of “easing” ten-| 
sions had not further endeared him 
to India. | 
DULLES being Dulles, it was! 
natural that the process of foot- 
removal entails blaming Russia. 


-- —_— 


ee 
—_— ome — 
ee me 


' 
; 


But if the press was not exactly, 
clear on what Dulles had said, it 
seemed, with some exceptions, to 


be quite clear on what he wanted. ; 


As, for instance, the Herald- 
Tribune’s front-page headline for 
Dec. 7: 


DULLES SAYS REDS 
TRY TO INCITE INDIA 
TO WAR OVER GOA 


“HATE” DRIVE 
BY RUSSIAN 
CHIEFS SEEN 


KHRUSHCHEYV IN 
NEW BURMA BLAST 


'be as Goa-conscious as the Trib-! 
une) 


'whod 


After a series of descending 
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All readers and friends are invited to send 


greetings to our paper on its 32nd Anniversary 
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ince of Goa.” 


| 


| by a “wicked 


* 


THE HEARST Daily Mirror} 


liked fomenting so much it had it 
right up there on its Page 1 head- 
line: (The Mirror appears not to 


RED LEADERS 
FOMENTING 
GOA WAR-—DULLES 


The Mirror, not giving an inch 
to India, or to the News’ diplomats 
deplored Dulles’ “major 
blunder,” started off its yarn with| 
belligerent simplicity: “Secretary 
of State Dulles accused Soviet rul-' 
ers Tuesday of trying to push India: 
into war with the Portuguese prov- 


No nonsense about vaugness on 
Goa’s location for the Mirror. It’s 
a province of Portugal, naturally. | 


The Mirror's brother-paper, the’ 


cided that another use of “foment- 
ing” would be vulgar, made its | 
front-page headline read: | 
DULLES DECLARES 

SOVIET BAITS INDIA 
TO FIGHT OVER GOA 


Fishermen tell me_ that bait 
usually requires something on the 
hook, so maybe the Times meant 
that the Russians were offering 
Portugal to India in exchange for 
India’s promise -to fight for Goa. 
Who can tell? 


The Wall Street Journal, its eye: 
probably glued too close to the) 
stock ticker to watch Goa, or Dul- 
les, or both, very closely, confined 
its Dec. 7 coverage of the matter 
to report: “Dulles assailed Soviet: 
leaders for stirring up anti-West: 
propaganda in Asia.” | 

Any way you look at it, news- 
paper readers curious about Goa) 


Journal-American, curiously omit- had a tough time. 


—— 


(Continued from Page 8) 


| document which, under the dis- 


guise of a commentary on one 
of the minor prophets, relates 
how a “teacher of righteousness” 
was tortured and done to déath 
riest” of Jerusa- 
lem, who got his deserts when 
the Roman invaders took him 
prisoner. 
* 


THIS PRIEST had been iden- 


| tified with Aristobulous, high 


priest in 63 B.C., who was car- 
ried off to Rome in that year by . 
Pompey. 

The curious thing is that the 
writer, of the scroll thinks that 
the, dead Jeadex will come, again. 


to “execute judgment on all na- 


se ceeennnnsiemanmmamcestnaeeiians i 


tions” and to deliver his people. 

“He shall come again with 
glory to judge both the quick 
and the dead; whose kingdom 
shall have no end.” So says the 
Nicene Creed. Had the Essenes : 
anything to do with the early 
Christians? 

* 

AND WERE the stories told 
of Jesus Christ a repetition of 
stories told by the Essenes of 
their leader—only known from 
these scrollswho died before 
63 B.C.? The Churches are ex- 
tremely cagey on the whole sub- 
ject. 7 

Meanwhile, here are the Dead 
Sea Scrolls—a flashlight from the 
people's fighters in old Palestine 
to the people's fighters today, 
telling us that then too., though 
cowards flinched ,and,_ traitors; : 
sneered, the flag wds kept flying. 


mission, composed of state legisla- 
‘tors. The Gray Commission, after 
14 months of study, last month 
presented a plan to establish a sys- 
tem of state grants to parents of 
| school children to enable them to 
‘attend private non - integrated 
schools. 


The first skirmish between the 
opposing forces took place at a 
four-day special session of the Leg- 
islature, beginning Nov. 20. After 
public hearings, the Assembly vot- 
ed 93 to 5 and the Senate 32 to 
1, to hold a referendum on wheth- 
er or not a convention should be 
called to amend Section 141 of the 
State Constitution which prohibits . 
such grants for private schooling. 


Speakers at the hearings voiced 
deep concern over its manner in 
which the pro-segregation forces 
were proceeding. The NAACP, 
the Virginia Council on Human Re- 
lations, the League of Women Vot- 
ers, the Council of Jewish Women, 
Negro teachers’ organizations, and 
many others were against the ref- 
erendum. 


They pointed out that the Gray 
Commission plan would result in \ 


|higher taxes and would end pub- 


lic schools in many areas. It was 
pointed out by other opponents of 
the Gray Commission that the plan 
changed the compulsory school at- 
tendance law, so. that it was pos- 
sible*some children would receive 


‘no schooling at all. 


Since the special session closed, 
Gov. Stanley has stumped the state, 
speaking in support of the Gray 
Commission. 

A Portsmouth, Va., Negro at- 
torney, Joseph A. Jordan, Jr., has 
applied for an injunction to pre- 
vent the use of state funds for the 
referendum. A hearing on his suit 
is scheduled for Dec. 14. 


Two leading Protestant weekly 
newspapers, one Baptist and one 
Methodist, have come out against 
the Gray plan. The parent-teacher 
asociations which had officially. 
maintained a neutral position, 
have begun in many areas to op- 


| pose the Gray. plan, or to schedule 


meetings at which the issues could 
be explained. 


Whe 


Cookies for the Holidays 


By JO LYNNE 
(Federated Press) 

Holiday baking is a tradition 
in most families and here is a 
group of deliciously rich, easy 
cookies which can be made 
ahead of time or at the last min- 
ute. Children love to help in this 
seasonal undertaking and we in- 
clude a frosting which may be 
monty on with a _ watercolor 

rush, .for decorating simple 
sugar cookies and gingerbread 
men. 
PAINTED FROSTING 

1 Ib. confectioners sugar 

3 to 4 tbs hot water 

3 tbs melted butter or marg- 
arine 

Flavoring and food coloring 

Roll sugar if necessary to re- 
move lumps and combine with 
butter and hot water. Flavor as 
desired. Divide into 4 or 5 small 
custard cups and color each dif- 
ferently. Have frosting thin 
enough to apply with brush, add- 


sng more hot water if needed. 


Allow each section to dry before 
applying next color. 
RUM DELIGHTS 

1 cup crushed vanilla wafers 

2 tbs cocoa 

2 tbs white Karo syrup 

] cup pecans 

1-4 cup rum 

Superfine granulated sugar 

Roll vanilla wafers very fine 
and chop nuts finely, but do not 
grind them. Combine all in- 
gredients, make into small balls. 
Roll in superfine granulated 
sugar and chopped nuts. Chill if 
necessary and store in tightly 
covered container. 


DUTCH CHEESE WAFERS 

1 Three-ounce pkg. cream 
cheese 
42 cup sugar 
Dried peaches or apricots 
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42 cup butter . 

1 cup flour 

Thoroughly blend cheese, but- 
ter, sugar and flour. Shape in 
rolls one-inch in diameter; wrap 
in waxed paper and chill over- 
night. Slice thin with sharp knife. 
On one slice place thin piece 
of dried fruit; cover- with an- 
other slice and press edges to- 
gether. Brush tops with milk and 
sprinkle with sugar. Bake on un- 
greased sheets in 350 degree 
oven about 7 minutes. Makes 
about 40 wafers. 
CHINESE CHEWS 

2 eggs 

3-4 cup flour 

1-4 tsp salt 

1 cup chopped nuts 

1 cup sugar 

1 tsp baking powder 

1 cup chopped dates 

Granulated sugar 

Beat eggs, add sugar and mix 
well. Sift dry ingredients to- 
gether and add to egg-sugar mix- 
ture. Mix thoroughly and add 
dates and nuts. Pour batter in- 
to a slightly greased baking dish. 
Bake at 350 degrees for 15 min- 
utes. Remove and while mixture 
is still warm, shape into walnut 
sized balls, then roll in sugar. 
Makes about 36 balls. Either 
pecans or walnuts may be used. 
ALMOND COOKIES 

1 Ib. lard 

3 eggs, well beaten 

1-4 tsp baking soda 

Whole blanched almonds 

3 cups sugar 

3 cups flour 

1 tsp almond extract 

Cream lard, sugar and eggs 
together. Add sifted dry _ in- 
gredients and flavoring and mix 
well. Place balls of mixture the 
size of a walnut on a slightl 
greased sheet. Press down with 
back of teaspoon and place al- 
mond in center. Bake at 350 de- 
grees for about 15 minutes. 
Makes about 60 cookies. 
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MEMBERS of the committee “Aid for Southern Oppressed’ load freight truck with four tons of 
food bound for Clarendon County, S. C., to aid the embattled Negroes who are fighting to bring great- 
er democracy for all in the South today. 

From left to right: Rev. H. J. Trapp, Rev. William H. Anderson, president, Baptist Minister Con- 
ference, Philadelphia; L. Jackson, Rev. Leon H. Sullivan, chairman of AFSO; Rev. William Lee Bent- 
Jey, pastor Emmanuel Inst. Baptist Church, Rev. O. G. Maxwell, president Ministers Evening Confer- 


ence, Philadelphia. 


FOOD EASES SOUTHERN SQUEEZE 


By RICHARD HENRY BARNES ° 
PHILADELPHIA. — The Baptist Ministers Conference of Greater Philadelphia has 
just dispatched a freight truck loaded with more than four tons of non-perishable food and 


$1,800 in cash to aid the Negroes battling for free schools in Clarendon County, S. C. 


The food and money were col-| ~ . 
lected at a mass rally held early corted the food and money into 


this month at Emmanuel Institu-| 


tional Baptist Church in Philadel- 
phia. The meeting climaxed the 
first phase of a campaign sponsor- 
ed by the Baptist clergymen’s or- 
ganization to rally support from 


the people of Philadelphia and vi- 


cinity for the victimis of the KKK 


South Carolina. 

Sullivan, who is chairman of 
the “Aid for Southern Oppressed” 
(AFSO) committee established by' 
the Baptist Ministers Conference to’ 
conduct the campaign, said in an- 
swer to warnings of the dangers of. 


making the trip ipto South Caro- 


—White Citizens Councils econom-|!ina, “The Lord will protect me, 


ic “squeeze” 
South. 

-The Rev. Leon H. Sullivan, pas- 
tor of the Zion Baptist Church, es- 


and terror 


—_— ~-< —s 


. 2 


in the 1 dont need a gun!” 


The rally was attended by bet- 


8 and 9 o'clock people coming to 
the rally Jaden with foodstuffs 


am 


home and sit down” but-must con- 
tinue to “stand with the Negro 
in the South.” 

* 

THE HONORABLE Mrs. Susie 
Monroe, Negro woman member 
of the Pennsylvania state legisla- 
ture, rose to the pulpit and pointed 
out that “Colonialism is dying all 
over the world except right here 
in our country. . . . The political 
bosses of the South are conducting 


‘ter than 2,000 persons. Between this reign of terror in order to 


keep their foot on the necks of our 
people,” 


stopped the flow of traffic in front! Mrs. Monroe then read a res- 
‘of the church. olution that she recently intro- 
| Among the speakers of the eve-|duced into the state legislature. 


ining were Rev. William H. Ander-|The resolution calls upon the state 
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NEWS FOR WOMEN 

A carefully designed all-oc- 
casion frock for the mature fig- 
ure. Pattern No. 8148 comes in 
sizes 34, 36, 38, 40, 42, 44, 46, 
48. Send 35 cents in coin, your 
name, address, pattern number 
and size to Federated Press, 1150 
Avenue of the Americas, New 
York 36, N. Y. The latest issue 
of our pattern magazine contains 
dozens more smart, easy to sew 
styles for all ages. Send 25 cents 


for your copy of the fall-winter 


We Can Name the Killer 


(By Federated Press) 


A NEWLY reported study 
conducted in Chicago by one of 
the nation’s most widely respect- 
ed heart disease research scien- 
tists may well revolutionize 
theories about who is most like- 
ly to get heart disease. 

In popular. and in medical 
thinking, the typical heart attack 
victim has long been the middle- 
aged, prosperous business execu- 
tive who just manages to buzz 
his secretary on the office inter- 
com as he clutches his heart and 
slumps to the thickly carpeted 
floor. The likelihood that this is 
pure myth appears strong as the 
result of a report just issued by 
Dr. Jerehiach Stamler of the De- 
partment of Cardiovascular 
(heart and blood vessel) Re- 
search at Chicago's . Michael 
Reese Hospital to the American 
Society for the Study of Arterios- 
clerosis (hardening of the arter- 
ies). 

Dr. Stamler’s study tends to- 
ward the conclusion that the 
harder you work physically and 
the lower your wages, the more 
likely are you to be afflicted by 
fatal heart disease. 


* 

IN THE breakdown according 
to occupational groupings Dr. 
Stamler found that men in the 
executive and professional classi- 
fications had the lowest death 
rate from cardiovascular causes. 
After that in order of increasing 
death rates were skilled work- 


ers, service ‘workers and, ‘ high- 


est of all, unskilled workers. The 
death rate among middle-aged 
men earning $2,000. a year or 
less was two to three times great- 
er than among those making 
more. 


Among white women, execu- 
tives also had the lowest death 
rate, followed by sales and cleri- 
cal workers. The highest female 


cardiovascular death rate was 
reported among housewives. 
There were two housewife 
deaths for every one death 
among employed women. 


The figures comparing death 
rates among Negroes and whites 
were equally revealing. The 
death rate from heart and blood 
vessel ailments among Negfo 
men between the ages of 45 and 
64 was 831 per 100,000 popu- 
lation, as against only 771 for 
white men in the same age 
grouping. 

It has long been known that 
women are much less prone to 


heart disease than mien, ‘and the’ 


R24 ; «& : 7 if = .5 


‘son, president of the Baptist Min- 


isters Conferenee who stated that 


ithe “keynote” of the aid to our 


brethern in the South was not 
“charity” but “duty” and that after 


this meeting is over we “cant go 


Stamler study bears this out, 


~ with some startling variations. 


Among white people, the male- 
female heart disease death ratio 
is 5 to 1 in the 25-44 age group, 
2'%2 to 1 in the 45-64. group. 
Among Negroes the ratio of male 
deaths over female deaths in the 
25-44 class is only 1% to 1, and 
Negro women at this age actu- 
ally have as high a cardiovascu- 
lar death rate as white men. 


> 
SINCE studies elsewhere in 


this country and in foreign coun- 


tries, particularly in Africa, make 
it clear that racial heredity rfac- 
tors could not account for these 
differences between Negroes 
and whites, Dr. Stamler himself 
urges consideration of the theory 
that the higher death rate for 
Negroes might arise from emo- 
tional suffering caused by dis- 
crimination. In simple language, 
the killer is jimcrow. 


Bearing out this possibility are 
figures on deaths caused in whole 
or part by hypertension (high 
blood pressure). It is generally 
accepted that emotions and 
worries play a big role in ag- 
gravating high blood pressure 
cases: In the Chicago study, the 
death rate from high blood pres- 
sure was four to eight times 
greater among middle-aged Ne- 
groes than among middle-aged 
whites. 
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lower chamber of government to 
urge the U. S. Congress to conduct’ 
a Federal investigation on the 
right to vote in Mississippi and 
condemns the state for its handling 
of the “Till Case.” 


The meeting unanimously went 
on record in support of the legis- 
lator Monroe’s resolution. 

Mrs. Monroe also noted that she 
had received almost a hundred 
letters in support of her resolution 
from persons across the state. One 
letter came from Congressman 
William J. Green, Jr., city chair- 
man of the Democratic Party. 


x» 

CHARLES SHORTER, execu- 
tive secretary of the Philadelphia 
NAACP, was the next speaker and 
said that “all honor and credit” in 
ithe world to the Negro in the 
South, because when the NAACP 
wins a legal battle in the courts, ° 
it is the people of -the South who 
must carry the victory into real 
life. J 

Dr. Harry Green, president of 
the NAACP of Philadelphia, com- 
mented that, if 11 men in New 
York City can be arrested and 
convicted for subversive activity, 
“why doesn't the U. S. govern- 
ment arrest the governors of Geor- 
gia and Mississippi?” 

A highlight of the evening came 
when the master of ceremonies 
asked the audience to rise and 
sing the “Battle Hymn of the Re- 
public.” The folks turned in an in- 
spired performance and this writer's 
guess is that the rafters are still 
ringing, not only at Emmanuel 
Baptist, but in the White House at 
the national capital, and in the 
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te House in “ole Miss” as well i 
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‘Take care -oi the following 
items, please: 


The magnificent Sugar Ray- 


Robinson to wind up with the 
couple of . money fights he 
needs, and then hang them up 
for good, with twe things te be 
said about him: Greatest fighter 
of his time pound fer pound 
Made the most _ sensational 
comeback in ring history. 

A little better luck for our 
Knicks, who would like to go all 
the way just once. (After all, 
they call you St. Knick, dont 
they?) 

A copy of the Constitution of 


the United States of America to 


be served at breakfast, lunch and 
supper for Georgia Gov. Marvin 
(Armageddon) Griffin. The card 
could say “Merry Christmas, 
Governor, be an American.” 
And most certainly, all the 
best things you have for the 
Georgia Tech students who got 
up on their hind legs and made 


that feel back down. 
A $1,000 fine for the next 
sportswriter who says “in my 


‘beok. . 2: 


Complete recovery for the 
right arm of Carl Erskine, one 
ef the nicest, most intelligent, 
and justly respected pitchers in 
the game, who was just 29 last 
week and deserves many more 
good years up there. | 

Some rest of the hard-working 
Yogi Berra! 

A sizzling comeback for 
Monte Irvin with the Chicago 
Cubs. He rates it after what he's 
been through. (I got news for 

ou, Santa, I think hed do it, 
he's the most determined ball- 
player you ever saw, and the 
Giants are liable to be moaning 
about him before the season's 
out). 
ie. os 

A HOT, FRIENDLY compe- 
titive Winter Olympics at Cor- 
tina D’Ampezzo in Italy next 
month. May the best team win, 
may the U. S. have the best 
team, but in any case three 
cheers for the meeting of ath- 
letes from all over the world in 
sporting fray. 

Same at the summer Olym- 
pics in Australia, which is a long 
way from your north pole, isn't 
it? A brand new record for lift- 
ing and heaving into the ocean 


dear 
santa 
claus 


In the Christmas spirit, the 
spirit of Geneva, and all other 
nice spirits, and at the risk of 
losing sorhe of my customers, a 
first pennant for the Milwaukee 
Braves, and the first flag since 
1919 for the Chicago White Sox. 
(Now I didn't CIFY that I 
mean next season, New Yorkers). 

Pro football to end the sense- 
less and dangerous slamming 
onto prone ballcarriers by adopt- 
ing the college rule makirsig the 
play over when the ball-carrier’s 
knee hits the ground? With this 
exception—A player who slips 
and falls in the open without 
being hit can get up and keep 
going. The rule need only state 
” . through defensive con- 
tact.” Ninety-nine percent of the 
pro players would cheer, and 
Alex Webster, star running back 
of the Giants, would stop trymg 
to get out of his NFL contract 


those who think the Aussies are 
a cinch for the Davis Cup. 

While we're at it, recognition 
for Dick Gonzales as a. player 
worthy of rating with Tilden, 
Budge and you name them... . 
. . « And a new backhand 
for L.R. r 

A rush of money to the paper’s 
fund drive to. make sure I can 
take that plane in time to get to 
Italy to send some of the pre- 
competition Olympic human in- 
terest stories I'm sure you want 
to read. No use wasting that 
passport, now is there? 

te Te 


A HEART for those in Al- 
bany whe under the name of 
“New York State” are suing to 
halt the $80,000 award to the 
widow and child. of boxer 
Georgie Flores, who was killed 
in the ring through the negli- 
gence of the Boxmg Commis- 
sion, its doctors and match- 
makers who let the 20-year-old 
Brooklynite fight after being 
knocked out just two weeks be- 
fore. Imagine, Santa, the richest 
state in the richest country in 
the world trying to stop the be- 
lated compensation to a widow 
and five-year-old child—as_ if 
there can be adequate “compen- 


to jump back to Canada, where 
he figures he could last three 
years longer. 


all “iron curtains,” wherever 


they may be located and be they 


real or imaginary! 


sation” for the loss of a husband 
and father. 
It makes me mad just writing 


that. Change it from “a heart,” 
to the anger and contempt of all 
decent New Yorkers! 


Just for the novelty—a south- 
ern player on a southern college 
basketball team. 

A passport for one of Amer- 

’s greatest athletes and citi- 
zens of all time—Paul Robeson, 
a better good-will ambassador 
than anyone we've sent abroad 
in a long time. (Yes, Santa, I'm 
afraid I DO include Mr. J. F. 
Dulles). 

Make our chess expert Ralph 
Crane happy by distributing a 
million or so chess sets te young- 
sters throughout the land. 

Women in the press boxes. 
End that silly restriction. The 
ballparks take money from 
women at the -box office last 
time I noticed. 7 

Our readers to keep on send- 
ing their letters of praise, con- 
structive criticism, fust plain 
criticism, suggestions, etc., 
which make writing sports for 
the Daily Worker 
much more rewarding than 
writers on the big dough papers 
could ever know. | 

The Brooklyn Dodgers te fi- 
nally beat the Yanks in a World 
Series and become the World 
Champions at last. WHAT'S 
THAT? THEY DID IT THIS 
YEAR? WELL, WELL, YOU 
CAME EARLY THIS YEAR. 


A Merry Christmas te alli! 
Yours, Lester Rodney 


Eves on Frisco’s Fabulous 


Kussell as 


By LESTER RODNEY 


Tourney Opens 


THE GREAT Tom Gola and Dick Ricketts are graduated into the pros, but the 
Holiday Basketball Festival starting at Madison Square Garden tomorrow (Monday) 
afternoon has a-similarly commanding individual to focus on. He is San Francisco.U's 


Bill Russell, a pretty good- bet 
to lead his team to the Festival 
cuampionship and take over 
Most Valuable Player honors 
won by Gola of LaSalle last year 
and Ricketts of Duquesene the 
vcar before. 

At this writing, the Frisco 
teum had won 31 in a row since 
early last year, a dominance no 
coast team had attained since 


the days of the fabled Hank 


Luisetti and his Stanford team_ 


of the ‘30s and you dont re- 
member THAT far, do you dear 
reader? 

A little about Russell, the 
‘main reason for the unquestioned 
No. 1 rating of the San Fran- 
cisco team on the national col- 
lege scene. This remarkable Ne- 
gro athlete whe grew up in 
Louisiana and moved with his 
family to California stands a little 
over 6 toot 9 inches tall. He was 
not a famed high school player, 
in fact, wasn't even on a team. 


Frisco’s first foe will be La- 
Salle, making its debut under 
Coach Jim Pollard, the old Min- 
neapolis pro great. While the 
Philadelphia club without Gola 
is no longer tremendous, per- 
sonnel such as Singley, Lewis, 
O'Malley, Greenberg, Blatcher 
and Maples has to be respected, 
and will provide a good sharp 
test for the touted Coast lads. 

‘Monday night finds St. Johns 
of Brooklyn, riding on an upset 
of highly rated Alabama last 
week, against another coast visi- 
tor, UCLA. The Bruins from 
L.A. are back with much of the 
same team which was so popular 
last year in swarming from be- 
hind to lick Niagara and in 
scoring a tourney high of 104 
points in a consolation victory 
for third place over Dayton. 
Willie Nauls, a solid 6-5 center, 


leadership in defensive statistics. 
“or ae 

NEW YORK will get its first 
leok at Russell and company at 
4 p.m. Monday. Opening the 
tournament at 2 p.m. will be a 
clash between Holy Cross and 
Syracuse. This one should be 
good. The Worcester, Mass. 
team boasts one of the nation’s 
great centers in its own right 
in Tom Heinsohn, a fluid 6-7 
who not only scores heavily with 
outside and inside shots, but oc- 
casionally looks like Gola in 
feeding too, though not on de- 
fense and rebounding. 

Svracuse has started to come 
strong with a rugged junior team 
featuring Jimmy Brown, the 
powerful halfback of the foot- 
batl team from Manhasset, and 
Vinny Conen, a driving scorer 


from Brooklyn's Boys High. 


has an average of over 50 per- 
cent, and jumping Morris Taft, 
the phenomenal jump shooter 
who hit 11 in a row against Nia- 
gara, is back. St. Johns. presents 
a tormidable cast with 6-7 Mike 
Parenti and 6-5 Bill Chrystal-of 
New Utrecht High improved 
after a vears experience and 
sparkling Dick Duckett, back- 
court ace, back from the Army. 

In the fourth and last game 
of the long day, Duquesne, last 
years champs, takes on a disap- 
pointng Fordham team. The 
Iron Dukes from Pitt, without 
Dick Ricketts, haven't — the 
height, and All American Si 
Green has a tremendous bur- 
den. But Si is definitely still 
worth seeing all by himself, 

The afternoon winners in one 
semi-final Wednesday night, and 
the night winners in another. 
The finale is Friday night. 

ee oe 


TO JOGGLE the memory, 
here briefly is the way last 
years tourney went. LaSalle, at 
its peak with Gola, routed a 
young Syracuse team composed 
mainly of sophs by the outland- 
ish score of 105-54. (The Orange 
came along by season's end to 
pretty good stature). UCLA, 
way behind, turned in a mag- 
nificent rally far from home to 
overtake talent - laden Niagara 
(Fleming, Hoxie, Hemans) 88- 


86. At night, Duquesne romped 
over unbeaten Villanova, star- 
ring Schaefer, 87-68 and _ tall 
Dayton eliminated green St. 
Johns 70-56 and won a lot of 
backing to go all the way. 

In the semis, Duquesne ended 
that notion with a spectacular 
90-75 win over Dayton, with 
Green and Ricketts scoring all 
their team’s points in the first 
half in a great double All-Amer- 
ican performance. LaSalle took 
the sting out of UCLA’s drive 
with a zone defense, wmning 
85-77. 

In the final, after UCLA let 
it out on Dayton in the consola- 
tion, Duquesne nipped LaSalle 
67-65. in a fierce, well played 
struggle Actually it was agreed 
any of turee players, Gola, Rick- 
etts or Green could have won 
the Outstanding Player Award 
with justice, But Tom got it. 

Our predictions for this tour- 
ney? Why certainly! Frisco beats 
LaSalle, Holf Cross nips Syra- 
cuSe and Frisco beats LaSalle 
in the afternoon. UCLA upsets 
St. Johns and Duquesne beats 
Fordham by. night. In the semis, 
Frisco beats Hely Cross and 
UCLA beats Duquesne. In the 


finals—let’s get giddy and pick © 


a Cinderella winner, thrice beat- 
en UCLA, or is it four times, 
upsets San Francisco and knocks 
down the whole works. 


—_— 


Meany, flanked by other lead- 


something | 


| Oldenbroek to the board accord- 


ers of the AFL-CIO, also moved 
during the week in the execuiive 


board of the International Con- 


‘Bandung countries. wae F ween Tred tal 

ae - |federation of Free Trade Unions 
Ti : Meanv's S ech. rhe two actions of Meany IN | . : : ’ > 
i eee grag ea — vr * i. week—a hand of friendship to (ICFTU) meeting in New York's 


hopes of improving ene of those THE reaction to the speech was the’ NAM. and a mailed fist to lib- Commodore Hotel. He pressed for 


pees <a .._|“teeth”, in ICFTU’s injunction to 
fivures enough to make the |@Pparently so violent that the Dec. |erals and to countries like rene ste a Wilietes nat to enchanen dale 
Olympic team both as a track |17 issue of the “AFL-CIO News” Te also disturbing many Die a | gations wtih the trade unions of 
and basketball man. reporting the address, completely side labor. This, = the estimation the lands of socialism. 

While he scores his points on |Omitted reference to Meany’s at-,of many who were at the AFL- The ICFTUs board gaye him an 
tip-ins, rebounds and layups, he tack on India—the part spotlighted CIO convention, is not what they 4 e : “he es oer — " an- 
is not primarily a high scorer or |in the newspapers. voted for. The convention gave Sie" kee ha cee i. 
2 shotmaker. (His teammates Meanvs’ speech disturbed lib- |" approval in any of its resolu- changes but the meeting was not 
K. C. Jones, Harold Perry, 6-7 |crals including those often dubbed tions to a “non-aggression” pact “sr to _ out any way for - 
Mike Farmer and Carl Boldt |“anti- Communist liberals” who With the NAM which Meany tried aie rg _— ae bo 
have enough firepower not to |count themselves close friends to to obtain a day after the conven- Ol ebroe na that it is being 
need his scoring). His unique |the AFL-CIO leadership, and who tion. violated everyw aggre MOT 
and fascinating value is in his |regard Premier Nehru of India! * The latest such violation to sad- 
defensive talents, which find |very highly. | MEANY’S second speech is also|den Meany and the ICFTUs 
him, with spectacular timing,’| Meany’s view is not likely to regarded as a violation of the reso- board, was the action of the Gen- 
blocking and picking off shot |sit well with the Negro groups lution on civil rights and civil lib- ;eral Council of the Scottish Trade 
after shot out of the air, and |close to labor, such as the Nation- erties adopted at the convention. |Union Congress. Their delegation 
sometimes jumping up and jal Association for the Advance- |The forcign policy resolution, too, left Moscow recently most happy 
“squashing” the ball against the |ment of Colored People, who are|while full of contradictions, in-|@nd elated by its visit to the USSR 
backboard before it cam carom |both liberal in view and who cludes much of the CIO position |#d invited the Soviet trade unions 
into the basket, He is a dis- [watch with sympathy and inter-|for a policy of economic aid and to reciprocate with a — or justplain believers in a free 
couraging player to play against jest the path of independence and anti-colonialism—a line contradict-|t0 Scotland. _ ee press. Make it $30 or more . 
ee for: Frisco} . : taken by: Intia and ‘other'ed in ’Méanys speech, | ' Hil “Only the bther day,” reported each, 
FP PPPRNNN0GT8 Paes vce rcssaress. | ay . Bi | 1 en ait? =i | “4 4 : th ‘ Be bi © er eho 
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But® he developed rapidly after 
gettmg a scholarship to Frisco 
U. He is no big, slow, clumsy 
one is Russell. He high falls 


ing to AFL-CIO News, “the Rus- 
sian Trade Union Center invited 
all 20 members of the workers’ 
group in the ILO governing body 
to pay them a visit.” 


MESSAGE 


(Continued from Page 1) 


those frantic appeals for help 
which we would so like to do 
without. 

We ask every reader to send 
a holiday greeting to your paper 
NOW im the form of a contribu- 
tion, a New Year's gift to be 
sure well be here next year. 
If YOU and 2,000 others will 
send in $10, we'll make it. 

We'd urge every ‘teader, too, 
to take it upon himself or herself 
to help collect the money by 
getting the tens, fives or what- 
not from other readers, friends 


Meany’s Attack on Liberals 


(Continued from Page 2) 


‘op Sth bee o4% 


: - 
. : } ‘ 
. 
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~The Socialist Market 


(Continued from Page 5) 


as a preliminary to the Socialist 
transformation of agriculture and 
handicrafts; and through state 
‘supervision and control prepar- 
ing the remaining capitalist sec- 
tors of industry and commerce 
for Socialist change. The Plan 
began operation in 1953, and 
these far-reaching goals are to 
be attained, in the main, by 
1957. 


At the heart of the entire plan, 
upon which all else must depend, 
is the industrial construction pro- 
gram. And this program, com- 
prising over a thousand projects 
of all kinds, is centered around 
156 huge enterprises which the 
Soviet Union is helping China 
to build. 

Among the gigantic enterprises 
being supplied by the Soviet 
Union are iron and steel works, 
metal plants, oil refineries, heavy 
machine arid equipment plants, 
factories for turning out automo- 
biles, tractors, trucks and air- 
planes, basic chemical plants, 
and electric power stations. By 
the end of 1954, a score of these ” 
enterprises were either complet- 
ed or under construction, incor- 
porating the most up-to-date 
techniques. Among these were 
the heavy rolling mill and the 
seamless tubing mill, both auto- 
matic, of the Anshan Iron and 
Steel Works. 

. 

SOVIET technicians help 
solve the intricate problems of 
design, selection of cites, and 
production planning, supplying 
the know-how and exferience 


which the Chinese lacked. They 


Union include complete installa- 
tions, machine tools, construc- 
tion machinery, rare metals, pre- 
cision and automation equipment 
—in short, what a nafion needs 
to stand on its own feet, and pre- 
cisely the products which are to 
be found on the embargo list of 
our government. In return, the 
Soviet Union is providing a big 
market for Chinese ‘agricultural 
and handicraft. industries.. And 
the terms of trade are favorable 
to China. — 
7 

DEVELOPMENTS such as 
these place the entire question 
of East-West trade in a new 
light. The position is no longer 
what it was at any time before 

~ World War II, when the Soviet 

Union was alone. Today East- 
West trade must be carried on 
in accordance with the require- 
ments of a vast Socialist world 
market, which has established 
terms of trade of its own and 
an extensive interchange based 
on planning. 

This does not mean that trade 
possibilities between the two 
markets are less. On the con- 
trary, need for world trade is 
much greater. But it does mean 
that the Socialist market is more 
self-reliant, confident and inde- 
pendent, and is therefore in a 
much stronger position to deter- 
mine the terms of trade with the 
outside. In a previous article in 
this space, I pointed to the new 
competitive factor thus created 
in the realm of aid to underde- 
veloped countries within the 
capitalist orbit. Now I wish to 
emphasize the new competitive 
factor in the entire field of East- 
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ance to undeveloped countries and 


|nomic rather than military assis:| Vnas Spirit at Ford and Chrysler 


refused to support Sen. Know- 


* | By WILLIAM ALLAN 
“ yea HILE, Oe eee 

ational Committe ished a list... ¥ , ey 
of ‘ten snaler dosh 8 may races which | Workers a bitter Christmas 
the Democrats said they would Canada, at the Ford plant, 7 
stress in 1956. Absent were civi] beginning Monday. This “saves” 
rights and civil liberties, and for-|the company from paying holiday 
eign policy was not mentioned. pay. 

But the feeling was growing that, At Chrysler Mack plan, 1400 
the Democrats. could no longer ‘have gotten layoff slips. Thus the 
boycott these issues and that the COMPany wont. have to pay them 
labor movement could impress this | holiday pay on the day after Xmas 


simple truth upon-the minds of the the day after New Year's day. 
Democratic leaders. And at Ford Rouge in the Star 


(Continued from Page 2) 
are requesting a Christmas am- 
nesty are elderly and ill persons. 
The indictments and convictions — 
in these cases were carried through |?“ 
in a period of the ‘cold war’ and 


in an atmosphere often marked by , igre, > 
hysteria. Fortunately, in recent (membership Sunday, to take place 


been laid off back to 1948 senior- 
ity. Ford Facts predicts that lay- 
,ofs in that building will go back 
soon to 1943. At Plymouth lay- 
offs of probationary workers started 
and some 600 face additional lay- 
offs, possibly after the first of the 
ar. 

At Chrysler DeSoto plan here a 
strike vote was authorized by the 


|building a couple of hundred have} 


or ee a | * | 4 * 
bods nave" =< Lay-ofts in Workers’ Stockings 


TUN. : 


| DETROIT. — Ford and Chrysler gave a bunch of auto 


present—layoffs. In Windsor, 
000 will be off for one week, 


for holding the line and refusing 
‘to put out the 40 percent increase 
{in preductien. Throughout the in- 
dustry the cutbacks the auto work- 
ers dread start early. It’s down to 
5 days, 40 hours everywhere. 
Meanwhile alarm is spreading 
through the industry as Automo- 
tive News reports its estimate of 
what the new car stockpile is. 
Dealers total of new car stocks 


iin the field and in transit Dec. 1, 
1955 is 709,689; a year ago Dec. }, 


| 1954 stock of new cars on hand 


was 265,153. 

Speedup on the 1956, model, ac- 
‘cording to Automotive News, 
showed a 68 percent increase in 
the last quarter of 1955. 


These are the same~ workers 


months conditions have changed J@”- 4-5. The company arbitrarily 


for the better and there is a notice- 
able trend to reaffirm the basic Percent according to Syl Sumerack, 
democratic traditions of our coun- President of UAW-AFL-CIO Local 


increased production standards 40 | whose hands and brains will have 


produced in 1955 for General Mo- 
tors, one billion dollars in profits 


try.” 272. Sumerack told The Worker 


Signers acted as_ individuals. 


‘that six workers have been fired'Chrysler $100 million. 


after taxes, Ford $500 million, 


— 


~emeee eee eee 


Others were: 


Charles R. Lawrence, Brooklyn College 
Paul E. Scherer, Union Theological Sem- 


School, New Haven: Gustave J. Bischof, | 


Coolidge, Harvard University; Henry H. | 


Crane, minister, Central Methodist executives dressed up as Sant 
Church, Detroit; W. J. Faulkner, pastor ‘eer te d P 


Chicago; Richard B. Gregg, author, Ja- 
maica, Vt.; Georgia Harkness, professor, 


Roy Finch, Sarah Lawrence College. ba 
Bronxville, N. Y.; Donald Harrington, | | 
minister, Community Church, New York... 
inary, New York; Rowland Watts. Work-. ~ . 
ers Defense League, New York. | ut ers ta irl 
Also Roland H. Bainton, Yale Divinity | 


City College of New York; Albert Sprague | GWILM PRICE, president, and other Westinghouse 


a Clauses and in communities 


Congregational Church of Park Manor) around 40 struck plants across the country, jingled the 
tidings that the company is ready ~~ — — ) 


Pacific School of Religion. Berkeley tO dish out $7,000,000 in $100 arbitration. The International Union 


help train Chinese skilled per- Calif.; Alfred Hassler, editor, ‘Fellowship,’ |]oans to strikers so they can have a\of Electrical Workers (APL-C1O) 


West trade. Because of the con- 


oe rr 


sonnel on the spot, so that they 
can take over entirely on their 
own, while many Chinese stu- 
dents are being trained in Soviet 
scientific and technical institutes. 
The Chinese have also been pro- 
vided by the Soviet Union, free 


of charge, volumes of the lates 


technical data and _ blueprints, 
embodying the know-how for the 
manufacture of many products 
which the Chinese could not 
make in the past. 

These are the kind of indus- 
trial secrets and patents guarded 
so zealously by our corporations 
and cartels, which they would 
release to nobody, let alone to 
underdeveloped countries. 

And the same applies to the 
peaceful use of atomic energy 
(information about which is re- 
stricted by law in our 8ountry). 
The Soviet Union is giving Chi- 
na direct scientific, technical and 
industrial aid in research for this 
purpose. Within the next five 
years, China expects to begin to 
use atomic power in its national 
economy. 

BUT THIS is not all. Sino- 
Soviet trade is also proving of 
great aid in building the new 


solidation and growing strength 
of the Socialist world market, 
the capitalist countries will have 
to compete more sharply among 
themselves to obtain trade with 
the Socialist - countries. 

In view ot this, our embargo 
policies are extremely shortsight- 
ed, to say the least, especially 
since countries like Germany and 
Japan are prone to get a head 
start in opening large-scale trade 
with the Socialist countries. Our 
trade policies, like so much else, 
also have to be rescued from the 
cold war to prepare us against 
the shock of crisis. 


Politic 
OlTICS 
(Continued from Page 4) 


the Democratic nomination. 
* 


New York. 

Also Kent Larrabee, secretary, New York 
Region, Fellowship of Reconciliation: 
Paul Lehmann, Prineeton Theologien! 
Seminary; Sid Lens, manager AFL union 
in Chicago; Henry Lofquist, secretary, 
South Presbyterian Peace Fellowship. 
Bessemer, Ala.; Paul G. Macy, secretary, | 
(regional), Fellowship of Reconciliation. | 
Chicago; Allen ©. Miller, Professor of 
Theology, Eden Seminary, Webster Groves, | 
Mo.; Paul 8. iInear, Andover-Newton 
Theological Sehool, Newton Centre, Mass.: 
Jerome Nathanson, Society for Ethical | 
Culture; Hazel L. Perkison, director, Com-. 


Church; John H. Randall, Jr., 
University. 

Also Constance H. Rumbough, teacher, | 
Weekday Religious Education Program, 
Harrisonburg, Va.; Culbert G. Rutenber, 
professor, Eastern Baptist Theological 
Seminary, Philadeiphia; John N. Sayre, 
co-treasurer, International Fellowship of 
econciliation; Mark R. Shaw, Northeast- 
ern secretary, Democracy, Unlimited, Mel- | 
rose, Mass.; Emily P. Simon, executive di-, 
rector, Baitimore Peace Section; Arthur 
L. Swift, professor, Union Theological 
Scminary; John Swomley, Fellowship of | 
Reconciliation: Loren Walters, Evangelical 


Robert F. Weiskotten, minister, 


THE PROGRESS of the Demo- 
crats toward a progressive posi- 
tion on foreign policy has been 
less spectacular. But last week 
there was more talk of economic 


! 
; 


There 
toward 


lof Geneva.” 
tendency 


was even a 
criticizing the 


China. Exports from the Soviet |GOP foreign policy for the right 


(Continued from Page 2) 
mond and the ring [ would want 
to send greetings to others among 
my children’s heroes — men like 
Roy Campanella, Pee Wee 
Reese, and the rest of the 
Dodgers who brought joy un- 
confined to millions of young 
hearts as they battled doggedly 
to the World Championship 
after losing the first two games 
of the cosmic series. 

And I would not forget the 
electric performance of Archie 
Moore, that Satchel Paige of the 
ring, who sent the champ down 
before he went down himself, 
or of Sugar Ray Robinson who 
‘would not agree that you cant 
make a come-back, and made 
it. 

Oh, yes, there are many dif- 
ferent kinds of men and women 
to whom I would send Christ- 
mas greetings and my best 
wishes for the New Year, as 
you can see, but all have one 


thing in common: they are fight-, 


ers who wont be cowed by the 


* , ; —_— . 
et «a © ev . « .* VW . 


————~ / Teasons. 


> ry r . 
| For instance. Thomas K. Finlet- 
ter, an adviser of Stevenson. 


' 


‘clared 


in a debate with Harold 


“massive retaliation” had produced 


U.S. foreign policy. And Sen. Mike 
Monrony (D-Okla) said the “mas- 
sive retaliation” policy had “fallen 
flat on its face.” 


around 
roney, “while we are seeking peace 
and talking about dropping H- 


moy is showing the admirals and 
the generals as being a little bit 
on the trigger-happy side. That 
is no way to win the peace.” 
Monroney agreed with Sen. 
Hickenlooper (R-I) with whom he 
was debating that Geneva was “a 


for the U.S, 

Sen. Kefauver (D-Tenn), speak- 
ing as a presidential candidate, re- 
peated the old line of maintaining 
“positions of strength” but took the 
occasion to condemn George 
Meanys attacks on Nehru, Tito 
, ; 

a the neutral countries. -And in 

e main Kefauver stressed eco- 


wy and less wet-blanket treatment, 


| Stassen that the GOP policy of: 


one of the greatest failures of | 


“Brandishing our atomic strength | 


the world,” said Mon-| 


‘bombs to defend Matsu and Que- 


great advance and a great victory” | 


vice-chairman. 
Lombard, 


versity: Herman Will, Jr., 
Fellowship of Reconciliation, 


Iil.; Charles W. Forman, Yale University:, New York and Maryland gover- 
‘Walter Mitchell, 


(retired) Bishop of 
and Robert H. Hamill, minister, 
Methodist Church, Joliet, 


Arizona 
Ottawa St. 


‘calculated. 


and Reformed Church headquarters, Phila-|M!l PrOgress. 

‘delphia: | 

‘St. John’s Lutheran Church, Richmond | 

Hill, N. ¥. | 
Also Norman J. Whitney, Syracuse Uni- movement, Westinghouse rejected 


“decent Christmas.” 

If the company expected the 
two striking unions to order strik- 
ers not to take the loans, it mis- 
The union suggested 
that the locals do as they like. 
Many workers, pinched hard after 
ten weeks on strike, took advan- 
tage and lined up for the checks. 

The company had apparently 


had aceepted the proposal. 

The chief reason given by Price 
for rejection was a fear that an 
arbitrator would rule against the 
companys demand for a five-vear 
‘paet although its current pact had 
a year to run when the strike be- 
gan. Behe 

With the company playing Santa 
Claus on the heartstrings of strik- 


munity Service, Broadway Congregational calculated, however. that the stunt!ers’ children, the big question was 
Columbia \ ould give it a great deal of good| what will the newly united labor 


publicity it badly needs to regain mevennent do about the big strike? 
| 


its shattered market, and that the 
back-to-work trickle would turn 
into a flow after the holidays. 


So far solidarity took the form of 
little more than money for strike 
relief, with some unions quite gen- 


At Sharon, Pa., the payoff tables; erous. But it is becoming apparent 


were set up in the plant -audi- 
torium, and an organ plaved carols 
as : 
and outside a mass picket line was 


COUNTING on a hack-to-work 


that a Kohler-like endurance con- 


test is not what the workers want 


the men lined up for the checks'to get dragged into. 


Talk is increasing of the need of 


drastic solidarity action to mobilize 


communities in all struck areas; a 
public drive to unmask Westing- 
house; mass solidarity picket lines 
under direct AFL-CIO auspices 


the proposal of the Pennsylvania, 


‘nors that the dispute affecting 55,-|union to choke off services 
ni 000 workers be shifted to binding! 


and the mebilization of every 
lor 
Westinghouse. 
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THE WEEK IN NEGRO AFFAIRS 


® Death Sentence Commuted 
d-| © Braden Appeal in Court 


| A DEATH sentence was com- 

muted to life imprisonment for 
} 
remaining youth in the infamous 
“Groveland Four” case in Flor- 


| 


ida. Irving was one of the group | 


charged with raping a farmers 


land was bummed to the ground 


by white; one of the group was | 


slain by a posse; a second by 
Sheriff Willis McCall; a third, 


ja 16-year-old) boy, was given | 


life imprisonment. For six years, 


have fought the Groveland ver- 
dicts. 
* 

AN APPEAL has been filed 
by attorneys in Kentucky against 
the 15-year prison sentence given 
Carl Braden, newspaperman 
who bought a home in an all- 
white suburb and transferred it 
to Andrew Wade, a Negro 
friend. Braden and_ five otber,, 
white persons who helped Wade 
! when a mob attacked and bomb- 


Walter Lee Irvin, one of the two | 


wife. As a consequence, the en- | 
tire Negro community in Grove- | 


the NAACP and other groups | 


ed his home were all charged 
_ with sedition. Only the Braden 
trial has been completed thus 
far. The American Civil Lib- 
erties Union is. sponsoring the 
| appeal. 
. 


large amount of property. Ile 
stated emphatically, however, 
that he was not leaving the 
state, and would continue to 
operate his elinic there. His 
family moved to California for 
several weeks, he stated, because 
he feared _ possible _ reprisals 
against them in his prolonged 
absences from the state as pres- 
ident ef the National Medical 
Society. 
© 


A LOUISIANA Negro attor- 


A FUND has been set up to 
aid the four orphaned children 
of Clinton Meldon, filling sta-. 
tion attendant, slain by a white 
_ cotton gin operator in Tallahat- 

chie County, scene of the Em- 
_mett Till lynching. The fund 
was initiated by white: citizens, 
one of whom, M. O. Styrdivant, 


murder.” A number of whites 
have, he said, supported a Lions 
Club resolution, which deplored 
the slaying, and said, ~. . . We 
intend to see to it that the forces 
of justiee and right prevail.” 
7 
DR. T. R. M. HOWARD, 
Mississippi anti-segregation lead- 
er, revealed that he had dis- , 
| posed of his home in Mound 
: Bayou, ‘all-Negro“towr and of a 


e 


called the slaying “cold-blooded | 


ney is seeking the nomination 
fox state attorney gencral ia tie 
Demecratic primary, Jan. 17. 
Earl J. Amedee, 36, a native of 
New Orleans, is a World War 
I{ veteran. His platform includes 
repeal of the right-to-work bill; 
uphelding the U. S. Supreme 
Court decision abolishing segre- 
gatior in the schools; and grant- 
ing the vote to 18-year-olds. 


of Rights 
#* ¥% * for All 
| Make Freedom Ring 


all over this tand! ,” 


+ 
. 
. 


Page 14 —THE WORKER, SUNDAY, DECEMBER 25, 1958 


MODERN JAZZ 


(Continued from Page 9) 


growing out of individual needs. 
They may have any subject mat- 
ter ranging through love, politics, 
current ‘ events, race relations 
aml what not. They may poke 
fun or they may be deadly se- 
rious. A true blues is always 
realistic; it is never maudlin or 
escapist. 


At first the blues were sung 
without accompaniment, as 4 
spontaneous expression of the 
way the singer felt about any 
topic which moved him deeply. 
Most of the early blues singers 
couldn't afford instruments any- 
way. Then gradually they began 
using whatever was available as 
accompaniment: banjo, guitar or 
whatnot. 

* 


THE BLUES have a distinc- 
tive tonal scale in which the 
third and seventh tones tend 
to be flattened. The degree 
varies. These “blue” notes cannot 
be reproduced accurately on any 
instrument with regular tones, 
such as the piano. On this in- 
strument, the closest approxima- 
tion is the striking of two keys 
near the desired tone. 

In addition to introducing new 
tones, the blues also provided 
new structures and techniques. 

Most genuine blues consist of 
12 bars of music in common 
time, divided into three equal 
groups of four bars. The first 
group of fours is on the common 
chord on the keynote, the second 
four-bar grouping is on the 
chord of the sub-dominant and 
the third on the chord of the 
dominant seventh. 
~ Each group of four bars has 
a line of verse. This line of verse 
rarely fills the entire four bars, 
olten ending on the first beat otf 
the third’ bar. Usually this same 
verse is repeated tor the second 
group of four bars. 

For examn’e; 

I'd rather drink muddy water, 
sleep in a hollow log; 

Said I'd rather drink muddy 
water, sleep in a hollow log, 

Before I'd stay in Mississippi, 
treated like a dirtv dog. 

Since each line of words did 
not take up the full group of 
four bars, the accompanying in- 
struments had to fill in the re- 
mander of the four bars as they 


a)-4)-4)-4)-a) a) ar a)-) da) a) 


Give books as gifts during the 


holiday season. Buy them at the 
WORKERS 
BOOKSHOP 


50 EAST 13th STREET 
New York 3. N.Y. 


We carry progressive 


greeting cards 


Open to 7 P.M. 


saw fit. In other words, they 
were forced to improvise. 
* 


MEANWHILE Negroes were 
flocking to. New Orleans by the 
ena of lust century. Life was 
faster and t! ere were more jobs 
and better times than in the 
rural areas. By now there were 
many blues which had _ taken 
form .and were common prop- 
ely. 

And since life in New Or- 
leans moved at a far faster tempo 
than it did on the plantations 
and small towns, the music also 
increased in tempo from slow 
blues; the improvisation now ex- 
tended over the entire bars. 
Thus it was that new music to 
be known as jazz came into 
being in the 1890's. 

(A second article will follow) 


CHAT 


(Continued from Page 9) 


sure-fire method of getting some 
of that cuddling which other- 
wise goes to that worm.” 


Santa Claus looked at the chil- 
dren sadly but with affection. 
“You may not know it,” he said, 
“but your noses are completely 
out of joint.” 


Impulsively the two children 
put their hands to their faces. 


“No, said Santa, “you can’t | 
feel it, but I can tell. And in ad- | 


dition io the other presents ‘I’m 
going to hang on your Christmas 
tree next week, there will be a 
magic liniment that I hope will 
put your noses straight again.” 

“Liniment?” asked the Little 
King. 

“L use the term figuratively,” 
said Santa. “Actually, what I 
mean is that I will put on the 
tree two presents which vou and 
Baby Sister will in turn give to 
vour little brother. In the act 


of making a gilt to him, vou 
will begin—and I stress the word 
begin—to take the little fellow 


into your own hearts. At least | 
Santa | 


[ hope so,’ concluded 
and with a hug for the Little 


King and a kiss for Baby Sister | 


he was out of the window and 
up the fire escape. 

I heard the sound of the rein- 
deers’ hooves on the roof as the 


Little King and Baby Sister 


climbed into their beds. 

“You know something,” Baby 
Sister called to her brother. “We 
missed our big chance. We 


should have put the little werm | 
in Santas pack when the old | 
guv wasnt looking.”"—R.F.H. 


les 


What WILLIAM Z. FOSTER says about— 


| Speak My Own Piece 


AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF “THE REBEL GIRL” 
By ELIZABETH GURLEY FLYNN 


“This grass-roots account of a front-line fighter in one of the 
most important eras in the history of the working-class 
movement in our country, takes the reader right onto the 
blazing firing line of the class struggle. 

“It is the story of the making of a Communist leader in the 


furnace of the class battle. 


“Beautiful, eloquent, glowing with fighting spirit. and infused 


with a boundless revolutionary enthusiasm, 


Flizabeth Flynn 


was a real inspiration and a power in the strikes and other 
Struggles of the workers in which she participated. 
“Her book is one of the very best sources for the young workers 
of the present time to come to know, to appreciate, and to 
understand the fighters who did so much to build the American 
labor movement in one of its most difficult periods.’ 


(Political Affairs, 


December, 


1955). 


332: pages © Popular $1.75 © Cloth $2.75 
AT ALL BOOKSTORES 
A Masses & Mainstream Book Distributed by 
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temporaries, who serve their mas- 
ters in ease and comfort at the 
fireside, have chosen to ignore 
his work, but that is part and 
parcel of their larger choice— 
= is in essence to avoid the 
truth. 


IT IS NO accident that so 


many of the finest minds of the 
American left have turned, in 
these years of duress and reac- 
tion, to an examination of our 
past and to a study of history. 
There is no evening that doesn’t 
hold the afterglow of the fad- 
ing sun, and there is no morning 
that doesn't retain something of 
the night; and a traveller who 
doesn’t know from whence he 
comes will find a choice of des- 
tination beyond his powers. 
Whereby, there was a cer- 


tain inevitable logic in the drive- 


ot the atom lords, this decade 
ee to wipe out and distort our 
uistory. 

With a haste as indecent as 
it was futile, they hired the glib 
word-merchants of Time-Life 
and Madison Ave. and this and 
that university to issue in pretty 
binding the proof that our revo- 
lution was no revolution at all, 
but the first step toward world 
conquest, that our Civil War 
was an unjust attack upon the 
South’s admirable and genteel 
way of life, that Grant was a 
boor and Lee a gentleman among 
gentlemen, that the class strug- 
gle had never existed, that Debs 
was an earlier Meany, and that 
our working class was misnamed 
from its very beginning—if in- 
deed it existed at all. 

BUT EVEN dead, Sam Adams 
and Tom Jefferson and Abe Lin- 
coln and Gene Debs and Char- 
Reuthenberg proved too 
much for them, and these hon- 
ored dead were not without al- 
lies. Not the smallest contribu- 
tion of the left-in the decade we 
hive lived through has been 
their struggle for the best in 
Americas past as a vital guide 


to the future—and William Z. 


Foster's scholarly leadership in 
this struggle will be remember- 
ed when the men who slander 
him are long forgotten. 


TV Views 


(Continued from Page 8) 


crucilixion and their two little 
children orphaned. - 

One wonders how, if the Ro- 
man Empire had had its TV 
newscasters, they would have 
reported the 300-year persecu- 
tion of Christians. In the few 
writings that have come down 
to us on that subject the lan- 
guage is more cultured, the 
reasoning. more subtle, but the 
writers are as cold and pitiless. 

The Romans of that day prided 
themselves on their religious tol- 
erance as Americans pride them- 
selves on their political liberty. 
Gibbon says of the Empire: 

“The various modes of wor- 
ship that prevailed in the Roman 
world were all considered by the 
people as equally true, by the 
philosopher as equally false, and 
by the magistrate as equally use- 
ful.” gue 

But the early Chfistians were 
not protected by this religious 
tolerance. They were the vic- 
tims of a legal fiction. The best 
thinkers of respectable Roman 
society held that the Christians 
were not a religious sect, that 
they were a conspiracy. 

THE elegant Roman philoso- 


|tractive four page folder re- 
leased by 


Holiday Shopping 


can be pleasant 


Visit BOOK WORLD 


74 Flatbush Ave., cor. Parkside Ave. 
BU 4-2764 


Brooklyn center of Democratic lit- 
erature: Finest selection of adult 
and children books, current fiction, 
nonfiction, gift item—out of this 
world greeting cards. 


Our bargain shelf will captivate you. 
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tings to all Lifeliners, their families and 


friends. Best wishes also to all our readers, the Future Lifeliners of 


our paper. 


This weekend, as we all gather with our families and friends to 


celebrate “Peace on Earth, Good 


to those who are being forcibly separated from their lov 


We're thinking of the Smith 


ts turn 
ones. 
Act victims now in jail, precisely 


Will to Men,” our thou 


because they spoke out for “Peace on Earth.” We're thinking of the 
dozens of new victims throughout the country, who are now under 


indictment or awaiting appeal, of 


William Allan, our Michigan edi- 


tor; of Jim Dolsen, of Walter Lowenfels. 
As our thoughts dwell on these and many, many others, we re- 
dedicate ourselves to the struggle for Peace, Security and Demo- 


cratic Rights. 


WILL YOU JOIN THE LIFELINERS TODAY-—JOIN IN THE 


FIGHT TO MAINTAIN THE 
WORKER? 
Enclosed find $ 


I pledge $ 


my 


DAILY WORKER AND THE 


first Lifeliner contribution. 


, every month. 


Please send me a reminder envelope every month. 


Name 
Address 
City 


bring to: 33 East 12 Street, 8th floor. 
“This week's Lifeliners; Edward, $2; D.V., $4: C.U., $10; LS., 
$2; A.S.C., $1; J., Bx., $3; Western Old Timer, IN MEMORY OF 


BILL DIETRICH OF DENVER, 
C., Riv., $5; H.K., $2. 


COLO., $5; J:G.L., $5; R.N., $2; 


me eee 


— | 


pher, Celsus, wrote that Jesus 
“wandered about like a wae 
and with him went “a band of 
10 or 11 ill-famed and violent 
men, publicans and sailors who 
did a shady business.” 

The _ philosopher Caecilus, 
sneers that Christians have no 
property, and “babble and chat- 
ter on the street corners, plotting 
and organizing with obscene 
oaths and rites.” 

Pliny the Younger, who was a 
Roman ‘magistrate in Asia Minor, 
wrote a famous letter to the 
Emperor Trajan, asking what to 
do about the Christians. Should 
he keep arresting them? It was 


and he could find no overt 
crimes. He outlines his plans 
and the great Emperor Trajan 
approves. | 

He will be careful about ar- 
rests, and will pay no heed to 
anonymous informers. He -will 
insist on the clearest evidence. 
But a prisoner who admits he is a 
Christian and refuses to give up 
his beliéf will be executed—not 
because he is a Christian, for no 
statute outlaws Christians, but 
because he .s obstinate and re- 
bellious. 

Pliny is cultured and civilized 
and liberal, and among the ques- 
tions he asked was whether, in 
executing the parents, he should 
spare the children. 


— ——— 


not illegal to be a Christian, 


Smith Act Famil 

“The season of holidays and 
family festivities has begun. To 
this year’s holiday spirit is add- 
ed the Geneva spirit—the new 
hope and determination that 
peace on earth and good will to 
all men can at last become a 
reality. 

“And yet... the 125 children 
are waiting for the Geneva 
Spirit to penetrate the prison 
cells and the Smith Act trial 
courtrooms, to release the politi- 
‘cal prisoners and to halt further 
political prosecutions.” 


This is the core of an at- 


y Families of the 
Smith Act Victims in its fifth an- 
nual holiday appeal. 


The group is composed of wives, ! 


husbands and relatives of the men 


and women involved in 150 Smith! 


Act cases. OF the latter 16 are 


ies’ 5th Appeal 


‘prison is described in the folder 
in these words: 

“To the Smith Act political 
prisoners you have given... 
the surety their loved ones are 
well and cared for. You have also 
given them the (little things 
that make prison life more bear- 
able. The regular arrival of news- 
papers and magazines, the limit- 
ed books allowed them, the 
monthly commissary check, the 
visits of their families—these are 
no routine things. They are the 
life-line to the Outside.” 


Mrs. Dorothy Rose Blumberg, 
}a few months out of the Federal 
Women’s Prison at Alderson, W. 
Va., where she served a _ three- 
year Smith Act sentence, is execu- 
tive” secretary of the Families 
Group. Mrs. Peggy Dennis, wife of 
Communist General Secretary Eu- 
gene Dennis who recently com- 
pleted a five-year Smith Act sen- 


now in federal prisons serving two 
to eight year sentences, while 13: 
tences of one to tive years. 

What this type of support by’ 
thousands of people throughout 
the country méans ‘to Smith Act 
victims both inside and outside of 
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SUBSCRIPTION RATES 


WORKER RATES 
1 Year 
6 months ____ 2. 
DAILY WORKER ONLY 
$12.00 0 
7.00 0 
4.00 0 


6 months ____ 


3 months ____ 


ADDRESS 


; 


ne 


‘ 


‘have completed Smith Act sen- 


_Daily Worker—35 East 12th St., New 


tence in Atlanta Penitentiary, has 
been chairman of the Families 
Committee since its inception in 
September 1951. 


Contributions may be sent (or 
brought) to : 575 Avenue of the 
Americas, New York City. (In the 
office of the Jefferson School). 
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© County Chiefs Are Vexed 
® Levine’s Death a Loss 


DEMOCRATIC leaders, par- 
ticularly in New York City, are 
seething over Gov. Harriman’s 
appointment of Harry Uviller, 
Liberal Party State Treasurer, 
as chairman of the important 
State 
post, one of the key prestige 
jobs in the Administration, had 
been eagerly sought by at least 
two. local county chieftains. The 
Governors rejection of party 
pressure in selecting a Liberal 
is being interpreted as reflecting 


the strong influences on him by | 


David Dubinsky and Alex Rose, 
top Liberal figures. Democratic 
leaders insist the Governor had 
promised that he would make 
no further high-ranking Liberal 
appointments. 


. vigorously. suggested for 

post and rejected was Daniel 

Kornblum, former New York 

City Labor Relations Director. 
* 


WE MOURN the sudden 


death last week of a good friend | 


in the Legislature, Assembly- 
man Sidney Levine. The Brook- 
lyn Democrat was a hard-work- 
ing legislator who 
many constructive measures, was 
always willing to discuss critical 


issues of the day with us and | 


had a humane, pro-labor out- 
look. Restricted as so many of 
his colleagues are by a _ hide- 


bound fear of party reprisals | 
and clubhouse discipline, Le- | 


vine never fully reflected his 
own personal hatred for McCar- 


thyism and political opportunism | 


in his years as Assemblyman. 
But he agreed on the need for 
a strong independent people's 
movement that could influence 
the Democratic Party and the 
was a friend of important meas- 
ures introduced by the American 
Labor Party, the Tenants Coun- 
cils and other progressive or- 
ganizations. We will miss deep- 


ly his warmth, his friendship | 


and his legislative ability. 
* 
THE REPUBLICAN iegisla- 


tive watch-dog committee, ac- | 
cording to the Albany grapevine, | 
is preparing a scathing report | 


on the activities of several ma- 


jor departments in the Harri- | 


man Administration. Democratic 
leaders appear confident that 


the ballyhooed “dynamite” in the | 
report will prove .a dud, but | 
there’s a lot of uneasiness and | 


defensive bravado among some 
Administration aides. 
cans, who had the shush-field 


all to themselves during 12 years | 


of Dewey patronage, are par- 


ticularly vehement over alleged | 
transferrals of juicy insurance | 


contracts from former GOP- 
favored firms to Democrats. * 
a. 


THE REAL purpose of the 
probe, however, is not to un- 
earth Democratic patronage 
handouts so much as to create 


a smear diversion during the | 


next Legislative session and 
avoid debate on critical election 


Mediation Board. The | 


sponsored | 


issues and social welfare _meas- 
ures. If the Republicans can 
force enough scandal headlines 
and throw the Harriman Admin- 
istration on’the defensive, they 
feel confident that a lot of pro- 
posed bills by the Democrats 
will be compromised to death in 
return for pigeon-holing the in- 
vestigation. 


MAYOR WAGNER'S denials 
of any vice-presidential ambi- 
tions are being taken too seri- 
ously by City Hall observers. 
The evidence keeps piling up 
that the mayor has had several 
discussions with leading Steven- 
son supporters with just such a 
convention slate in mind, But 


| whether or not this far-fetched 
Among these who had been | possibility 


the | 


ever takes place, 
Wagner will make an all-out 
pitch tor the U. S. Senate in 
1957. 

* 

SOME HARRIMAN ¥ssstrate- 
gists, incensed by the Mayor's 
palsy-walsy relations with Ste- 
venson, are saying that the Gov- 
ernor and his Administration 
wire-pullers may turn their back 
on Wagner for .the Senatorial 


nomination. “Two can play the | 


same game, said one. Wagner, 
however, doesn’t seem worried. 
3 * 

HEARD at a Xmas party in 
one Democratic county head- 
quarters: “ “Twas. the night be- 
fore Christmas and all through 
the house . .. not a creature 
was stirring .. . not even a 
louse.” 


- 
” 


Republi- | 


NEWS BRIEFS 


DeSOTO and Chrysier mem- 
bers of UAW Local 262 in De- 
troit have authorized a strike 
vote to battle speedup. The com- 
pany is moving in to destroy 
standards of production that have 
been in effect for thrée or four 
years. 

* f 

ERNIE BANKS, Neg star of 
the Chicago Cubs, hag an off- 
season job as a union organizer. 
He will help the Teamsters 
Union in Chicago with its or- 
ganizing campaign in the ware- 
house and mail order field. 

* 

MINE-MILL Local 756 in 
Chicago is spending this holiday 
period sending delegations to 
Chicago Congressmen at home 
on important issues coming up 
when Congress gets started Jan. 
3. The union has a six-point pro- 
gram on which the legislators are 
being quizzed. 


THE Reptblican-inspired trial 
of the powerful United Auto 
Workers for allegedly violating 
the Taft-Hartley ban on union 
contributions to candidates run- 
ning for public office, has been 
put: over to Jan. 16 by U. S. 
Federal Judge Frank Picard. 
UAW secretary-treasurer . Emil 
Mazey told the press the trial 
is “a Republican conspiracy 
against legitimate political action 


dreds 


By MICHAEL SINGER 


on various phases of this critical 
issue reflects not only public im- 
patience at federal, state and city 
failures to cope with the emerg- 
ency, but differences within both 
major parties on how to face up 
to their responsibilities. The Harri- 


solve the housing plight, has shift- 
ed from emphasis on middle-in- 
come to low-rent, back to middle- 
income, and now finds itself pro- 
jecting a $100-a-week income as 
a low income yardstick for state- 
subsidized housing. | 

* . 

STATE HOUSING Commission- 
‘er Joseph P. McMurray last’ week 
advanced the new eligibility max- 
imums as a “way out” of the di- 


er income brackets unable to meet 
middle-rent project requirements 
jat $24 to $60 a room and cannot 
lapply for low-rent housing. “We re 
‘up against the hard facts of lif 
in housing,’ said McMurray. 

| “We have a responsibility under 
the law to all low-income families, 
not only those at the bottom levels. 
A family that has to support five 


man Administration, pledged toj, 
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Low-Cost Housing for $100. 
A Week Families in Cards 


- THE BITTER housing tug-of-war with its far-reaching implications for more than 
2.500,000 state families now desperately in n eed-of decent homes at rentals they can afford, 
appears headed for a knock-down struggle in the 1956 Legislature. Recent press fanfare 


‘clared that ‘the raising of income 
limits and rents in new state sub- 
sidized housing is not aimed main- 
ly at meeting the 30 percent boost 


for such projects since 1950. 

Raising income and rents will 
reduce the amounts required by 
state and city administrations fo 
subsidize individual projects and, 
therefore, said McMurray, will 
help spread the subsidy funds 
over a larger number of projects. 
What the Commissioner didn't ex- 
plain is how such reduced subsi- 


dies will produce more low-rent 
projects? 

° * . 
THE COMMISSIONER - said 


ithat more important than saving 
lemma whieh finds so-called high-! yihsidy funds is to make 


projects 


} . ‘ a< . 

‘available for the “marginal area of 
[low income families” and he in- 
cludes among those civil service 


workers, firemen, and policemen. 
“The biggest gap between sub- 
sidized housing and non-subsidy 


‘McMurray, “is in the $14 to 
a room rental area. There’s been 


Or private construction,’ assert 


$22 jhomee 


with its racial anti-Negro and anti- 

minority testrictions — hangs over 

the middle-income project plan. 
The total amount of housing 


in construction and operating costs ynits, public and private, built in 


INew York City since 1946 is 200,- 
000, or about 20,000 a year. There 
are some 100,000 applications fer 
Public housing on file with the 
City Housing Authority. Te, 
There appears to be a block t 
construction of new low-rent pro- 
jects in the city. During all of 
1955, despite the availability of en 
additional $60,000,000 in unused 
State public housing funds, only 
itwo state public housing projects 
were contracted for in the city— 
totalling some 1,800 units and 
costing $24,000,000. And these 
are still on the architects’ planning 


boards. 
* 

AS FAR. as federal public hous- 
ing is concerned, it has been cut 
to ribbons during the Eisenhowcr 
‘Administration and offers very lit- 
itle to New York by way of new 


A major block to public hou:ing 


: nothing built in that rental range seems to be the effort of the real 
|children on an income of $100, be- since Stuyvesant Town back in ‘estate crowd to keep neighbor- 


fore payroll deductions, is a low-| 1948, and those rents have gone hoods lily-white. At least two sites 


‘income family.” 


| This observation,, while funda- 


‘mentally true in the light of to- 


|day’s cost of living, presents an im- 


plied threat, however, to the hun- 
of thousands of  slum- 
dwellers whose. weekly incomes 
are below $60. Does the Commis- 
sioner intend to give equal con- 
‘sideration to $5,000-$6,500 a year 
families and the bare subsistence 
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WANTED 


for a joyous XMAS 
holiday... 
and to ring in a truly 


HAPPY NEW YEAR 


Help Complete the 
$64,000 Fund Drive 
of 
THE WORKER and 
DAILY WORKER 
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wage-earners in subsidized hous- 

At the present time there are 
27,492 state-subsidized apartments 
in New York City and 7,418 up- 


‘from $60 to $80 a week. For sev- 
eral years there has been a trend 
toward lifting rent and income lev- 
‘els and 
show a monthly rent boost from 
‘the original $9 a room. to $12 an 
average. 
os 

THE INCREASES have been 
designed to give a “break” to low- 
income project applicants whose 
more than $60 a week salaries bar- 
ied them from the developments. 


Commissioner 


———e, — — -— — 


by union people.” The GOP is 
obviously worried about ’56 and 


labor's role. 
* 


LAYOFFS by the big auto 
| corporations, which started mod- 
| estly in November; began piling 
up into the thousands by mid- 
December as authoritative 
sources showed that dealers were 
| overstocked with 1956 cars. 
| . 
| AVERAGE contract gains of 
| $200 a year per worker were won 
_ by the 330,000 phone industry 
workers under 1955 contracts, 
many of them after long and 
tough strike battles. Figures were 
announced by the Communica- 
tions Workers of America, AFL- 
CIO. 


* 

THE GERMAN Democratic 
Republic and Austria signed an 
agreement increasing trade 40 
percent over last year’s levels. 
About $20 million worth of 
goods will move in each direc- 
tion. 


_ — OO 


‘ter century.” 


been no private construction at 
$10 to $16 a room in the last quar- 


McMurray insisted that the new 
‘program would not deter the state 


lic housing needs of the lowest in- 
‘come groups. He said new projects 
would have units in the lower 
rental brackets but the “spread 
would be wider” — which could 
mean less units for the very low 
salaried families unless sufficient 
housing was made available. 

This is the key problem:— 


lstate which set rental maximums: : 
| | | them. At the rate of present hous-’ 


Ing construction this would never order, but with restoration of the 


newly-opened projects | 


McMurray de- | Puerto Rican 


enough housing for all who need 


be accomplished, certainly not be- 
fore 1980. 
* 


| A HEARTENING factor in Mc-| 


|Murray’s perspective is his recog- 
nition that present housing policies 


|have worsened slums and created to use quickly and 
\widespread Ghetto and jimcrow| 
|Segregation. 


He pointed out that 
of the 1.879 families in Foster 
| Houses at Fifth Ave. and 112 St., 
10 percent are Negroes, 28 percent 
and Jess than two 
percent white and other nationali- 
ty groups. | 


In .November the $50.000.000 


jlow-rent Proposition to make that 
| 


slum available for middle-income 
cooperatives was approved after it 
had been declared defeated. Last 
iweek Construction Co-ordinator 
Robert Moses urged unions to in- 
vest their welfare funds in such 
cooperatives. 

None of these developnients can 
radically change the housing pic- 
ture for most ill-housed working- 
class families. The Garment Work- 
ers project at Corlears Hook, for 
‘instance, requires a $3,000 mvest- 
‘ment for a two and a half room 
apartment at rentals between $17 
land $22 a week. Only the best- 
‘paid and most skilled workers can 
jafford such a “cooperative” apart- 
‘ment. 


* 
| THE SHADOW of Title I poli- 
‘icy—that inexorable real estate 
igouge of workingclass districts, 
\displacement of thousands of fami- 


lies and creation of luxury projects 


In Memoriam 


ABE COLOW 
Died. December, 21.1940 
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rom continuing to stress the pub-! 


up to $24 and $25 a room. There’s for public housing were killed in 


the City Planning Commission 
during the past year as a result of 
movements of bigots organized 
and inspired by the real estate in- 
terests. These were in the Astoria 
area of Queens and in the East 
Bronx. 

As for the overall housing pro- 
igram, the view among _ tenants’ 
leaders is that the CIO progrzm 
for 2,000,000 federally-built pih- 
lic housing a year for the next 15 
years needs to be supported; that 
jin New York there has to be a prh- 
lie battle made on the issue of sites 
for low-rent housing; that large- 
‘scale middle-income program is in 


$50,000,000 taken from low-rent 
funds; that the $200,000,000 in 
new state low-rent funds, made 
available as a result of a subsidy 
amendment to the state constitu- 
tion in November, should be put 
effectively. 

Closely tied to the housing prob- 
lem is continued discrimination. 
which still needs to be fought out 
on the legislative front, as well as 
on the administrative end. 


¢C lassified Ads 


DU MONT TV—1956 Models at $10 above 
Dealer’s cost. Standard Brand Di«t : 
143 Fourth Ave. (13th and 14th Sts.) One 
hour free parking or 2 tokens. 


MOVING AND STORAGE | 


MOVING, storage, long distance, pickup 
_ service, days, nights. weekends, eco- 
nomical. Kay’s. CH 3-3786. 


MOVING, storage, long distance. experi- 
| enced piano movers. Wendell. JE 6-000. 
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'| HiFidelity Radio Phonographs 


| Vector Laboratories 


‘| 217 Third Avenue ® GR 3-7686 
New York 3, N. Y. 


Sales @ Installation ® Service 
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MOVING © STORAGE 


| FRANK GIARAMITA 
13 E. 7th St. GR 77-2457 


near 3rd Ave. 
EFFICIENT . RELIABLE 


— 


MONUMENTS 
WEISS MONUMENTAL WORKS 
1410 WASHINGTON AVE. 


onx 54, N.Y. ss 


; 
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Tenement Fires Bring Tr 


-_ 


Labor in New York 


WAGE RAISES: Wage raises 
in union contracts made in the 
first half of 1955 average 6.6 
cents an hour, according to the 
N.Y. State Dept. of Labor. This 
compares with a 7.4 cents aver- 
age for the country as a whole. 
This covers only settlements in 
plants of 1,000 workers or more. 
The average for all plants down 
to 50 workers was 6.5 cents. 


Also, 58 percent-of all con- 
tracts included fringe benefits. 


* 


ILGWU ELECTIONS: With 
some 175,000 members and 25 
locals in the New York-area, the 
International Ladies Garment 
Workers Union is one of the 
largest unions locally. Election 
time is here in these locals, along 
with preparations for the 29th 
I1GWU _ conventiion in* May, 
1956. 

Low wage earnings and bad 
economic conditions generally, 


are the big issues on the minds. 


of these workers. They see their 
union lagging far behind unions 
iu other industries in this period 
of substantial wage and other 
economic gains. Garment work- 
ers’ earnings annually are among 
the lowest in the nation’s manu- 
facturing industries, according 
to U.S. govt figures. 

Rank and file groups are be- 
ing formed in different locals to 
offer programs and candidates. 
The elections take place in Feb- 
ruary and March. 

* 


SHOE NEGOTIATIONS: 
Slipper and playshoe workers in 
Local 54, United Shoe Work- 
ers, will open up contract nego- 
tiations Jan. 15. A membership 
meeting Jan. 10 will decide on 
demands. Rank and file mem- 
bers have put forward proposals 
for a 20-cent hourly increase, 
pointing out that no general pay 
increase has been negotiated for 
five years. 

The local has some 2,700 
members, and is the largest in 
the Joint Council in New York. 
It has some of the lowest paid 
workers in the trade, and in- 
cludes substantial numbers of 
Negro and Puerto Rican work- 
ers. 


Other rank and file proposals 
are for a starting minimum of 
$1.25 in all shops, a 35-hour 
week with 40 hours pay, and ad- 
ditional fringe benefits. 


* 

ANTI - DISCRIMINATION 
FIGHT: The NYC CIO Coun- 
cil is conducting a fight to end 
discriminatory’ hiring practices 
of the American Automobile As- 
sociation in New York. A con- 
siderable number of car own- 
ers, including Negroes, belong 
to the AAA, but it is reported 
to employ only one Negro. 

The Urban League, Jewish 
Labor Committee and* other 


———— oe 


By Herbert Signer 


New Year’s Eve 


Everybody sings and dances 
at the big New Year’s Eve 
Hootenanny and Dance. Songs 
of the New Year and the old 
with Betty Sanders, Sonny 
Terry, Juanita Cascone, Jerry 
Silverman, others, plus the 
jazz of Herman Autrey. Danc- 
ing to Herman Autrey’s orch. 
For your added pleasure, the 
Pythian bar will be be open 
all night. Sat., Dee. 31, 9:00 
p.m., The Pythian, 135 W. 70 
St. All tickets $2.50, incl. tax. 
Reservations by phone and 
People’s Artists Inc., 124 W. 
2ist., WA 9-3907. 


HOOTENANNY 


and) Dance); 


-groups are in the campaign. A 
picket line was thrown in front 
of AAA’s annual meeting last 
week. The AAA, as a result of 
the pressure, agreed to set up 
a committee to meet with the 
protesting groups. 


x 
A SHOP VICTORY: Two 
Macy employes, members of 
their union’s Anti-Discrimination 
Committee, protested an offen- 
sive anti-Negro doll in the Toy 


Dept. and promptly won its re- 
moval by management. The 
Macy Local 1-S News gives this 
as an example of the role of this 
Committee and calls on more 
union members to become active 
in it. 
. 


TWU MERGER . BALLOT: 
The membership of the Trans- 
port Workers Union will get a 
ballot in January on the issue 
of whether TWU stays in the 
AFL-CIO or pulls out. A vote 
in the union's executive council 
showed a big majority for stay- 
ing in, Quill included. The 
membérship is expected to ‘vote 
likewise. 

A resolution recommended 
that TWU “remain in the united 
labor movement as the most ef- 
fective means of achieving the 
true unity of all labor, free from 
the evils of racketeering; raid- 
ing and racial discrimination.” 

* 


STATE MINIMUM WAGE: 
N.Y. State Industrial Commis- 
sioner Isidor Lubin told the 


| Joint 5 cys Committee on 


Industrial and Labor Conditions 
that he favored the present in- 
dustry-by-industry wage board 
set-up as against the idea of hav- 
ing a state law setting flat mini- 
mum wages for all workers. 

This is contrary to labor’s de- 
mand, which is for a law setting 
a uniform state-wide minimum 
wage of $1.25 at this time. 

Labor is now pressing to get 

Lubin to carry out his long 
over-due pledge to call the pres- 
ent boards ‘into session, so that 
state minimums can be raised to 
at least the $1 federal scale. It 
will also press for a $1.25 law 
in January. 

The Hotel Trades Council told 
the Joint Legislative Committee 
it favored, along with a $1.25 
state minimum law, the setting 
of a statutory 5-day, 40-hour 
week, with overtime pay after 
eight hours a day or 40 a week. 
“No minimum wage law has any 
meaning without the inclusion 
of maximum hours,” the Coun- 
cil spokesman declared. 


The minimum wage fight and 
related issues shape up as among 
the foremost in labor’s schedule 
coming up when the Legisla- 
ture gets going in Albany Jan. 3. 

WATERFRONT: The water- 
front is being stirred up again. 
First, the Bi-State Waterfront 
Commission cracked down last 
week on the new hiring agree- 
ment reached between the ILA 
and the shipping employers. 
Then, McCarthyite Godfrey 
Schmidt, chairman of the un- 
official and self-styled “Citizens 
Waterfront Committee” let loose 
with a so-called code of conduct | 


— 
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CHILDREN’S 
HOOTENANNY 


Sat @® Bob and Louise 
’ DeCormier @ Latin 
Dec. 24 


American Cultural 
3:00 p.m. 


Society @ Betty San- 
Peeples 
‘ . dhe: 
her 015 


ders @ Refreshments. 
@ Games. Children 
T5c. Parents Ze. | 
Group of 10—50c, 
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er-box apartments that flamed up 
so quickly, they didnt have a 
chance. The two latest in the series 
of fires occurred in Harlem Mon- 
day at 87 Lenox Ave. and 462 
Sixth St., in the Park Slope section 
of Brooklyn, Thursday morning. 
Two tiny babies, Roma Tins- 
ley, 5 month old and his brother 
Reynard, 2, perished in the Har- 
lem fire. Jerry Tinsley, 3, was 
critically injured and is confined 
to an oxygen tent in Harlem Hos- 
pital, fighting for his life. The three 
children were trapped in the burn- 
ing apartment ingnited by a hot- 
plate used to heat their room while 
their mother Mrs. Sarah Tinsley, 
was on a brief shopping trip. 
Neighbors noticed smoke spewing 
out of the windows, warned the 
other tenants in the building and 
put in a fire alarm. 

When firemen arrived they 
broke down the door and removed 
two of the children overcome by 
smoke and flame. One of the 
babies died immediately and an- 
other was sped to Harlem Hospi- 
tal. When the mother arrived on 
the scene and found a crowd of 
feople around the apartment. she 
asked whether they had rescued 
her youngest infant. Firemen rush- 
ed back into the apartment and 
found the baby covered by blan- 
kets in his crib. They tried for 1% 


hours but it was too late. 
* 


THE TINSLEY’S, in desperate 


[By ROOSEVELT WARD, Jr 
It is a bleak and gloom-clouded Christmas for the families of the 12 children whose 
lives were snuffed out in tragic fires sweeping New York City in the last two weeks. The 


children and infants, mostly under six years of age, were trapped in old buildings and tind- 


birth of their last child had sub- 
leased the apartment from a Rabbi 
Samuels who has a_ storefront 
synagogue in front of the fatal 
site. They moved in although the 
apartment was in deplorable con- 
dition—without lights, wires hang- 
ing around and the radiator dis- 
connected. They paid an exorbi- 
tant rent of $68 monthly although 
other tenants in the building with 
central heating and other facilities 
paid between $34 and $40. They 
pressed Samuels to improve the 
conditions of the apartment, even 
to the extent of complaining to 
the housing authorities, but all he 
did they said was make “promises” 
and pick up rent. They were forc- 
ed to use the hot-plate in order to 
heat the apartment. 
* 

THE BROOKLYN fire swepl 
through a four-story brownstone 
house Thursday morning killing 
Mrs. Eileen Best and = two 
daughter, Ruth Ann 6, and Joyce, 
5. Also dead was Mrs. Margaret 
Murphy, an 83-year-old grand- 
mother. The fire started in a 
groundfloor apartment when ashes 
were reportedly poured in a waste 
basket. Flames spread to the other 
floors of the building. The tenants 
were aroused and most escaped 
but the Best family on the fourth 
floor and Mrs. Murphy was too old 
to descend the fire-escape were 
trapped. Walter Best, husband and 


search for an apartment after the 


down the fire escape with his one- 
month baby, Richard, then tried 
to return to save his family but the 
roof was in flames making it im- 
possible to get back up. Those who 
escaped from the building were 
forced to watch helplessly as 
flames trapped the remaining vic- 
tims. Fireman Peter McGreedy, 
was seriously injured when he fell 
three flights and other occupants 
of the building were treated for 
burns. 

While the fire at 87 Lenox was 
termed “accidental” by the. Fire 
Commissioner and the element of 
human fallibility is involved, one 
cannot but help place the blame 
for these avoidable tragedies on 
the existence of these old death- 
trap houses constituting hazards to 
lief and property—especially the 
lives of children too young to 
escape from raging fires. 

- - 


FIRE COMMISSIONER Cava- 
naugh issued an urgent warning 
to parents not to leave their chil- 
dren alone “for a single moment.” 
While some of the fatalities might 
have been avoided if the children 
were not alone, the fact that Ne- 
ero, Puerto Rican and working- 
class families are forced_to live 
in these house where flaming 
death hover over their heads every 
minute, is the main reason why 
these children are not celebrating 
the holiday season in the arms of 


father of the fatal victims, scurried 


laws. 
These dangerous proposals were 


included in the majority recom- 
mendations of the Temporary 


The 45-page report contained 34 
suggestions as to what the state 
could do. It was issued following 
13 regional gatherings and a state- 
wide conference which discussed 
the issue. 

Many of the final proposals 
made by the Temporary Commis-| 
sion, contradicted recommenda- 


held at Albany in October, was. 
attended by more than 600 dele- 
gates—twice the number expected. 
Most of the 200 proposals would 
meet the needs of the young peo- 
ple through vast recreation pro- 
grams, vocational and job-training 
programs, and child guidance 
projects. Delegates felt the way to 
prevent delinquency was to de- 
velop programs directed towards 


for the waterfront which have 
new evidence of the built-in 
anti-union and rightwing preju- 
dices of this group. 

The ILA called off its Sep- 
tember strike after being prom- 
ised that the dock workers’ griev- 
ances would get a fair hearing 
from the Schmidt outfit. Many 
longshoremen and other union- 
ists felt all along nothing good 
could be expected from this out- 
fit and that the dock workers 
must depend primarily on them- 
selves and their own efforts to 
improve their situation, both in 
dealing with the employers and 
the Waterfront Commission, as 


well as in improving the ILA 


itself, 
« 


Youth Commission's recent report 
to Governor Averell Harriman on) 
the serious delinquency problem. | 


tions of the State-wide conference.| 
The three-day State conference, | 


| 
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their families. 


in delinquency. They rejected the 
“get tough with parents,” “night- 
stick” approaches and the concen- 
tration on problems of detention 
and law enforcement advanced at 
the conference. 


The Temporary Youth Commis- 
sion’s final report contrary to the 
recommendations of the State 
Conference begins by stating gen- 
erally that the primary efforts for 
solving the delinquency problems 
rest with “home, church, synagogue 
and voluntary programs.” Gov- 
ernment action is subsidiary, it 


holds. The report then outlines ay 


series of extremely dangerous pro- 
posals which include: 

® The imposition of $250 fines, 
30-day jail sentences, or both, 
on parents of delinquent children. 


© Amendments of child labor 
and compulsory school attendance 
statues to allow 15- and 16-year- 
olders to participate in work- 
school programs presently allowed 
to children over 16 and making 
continuation classes available at 
night to children under 16 so they 
can work in the day and go to 
school at night. 

© “Facilitate adjustment” of 
youth through cooperative work 
programs and vocational guidance, 
“so that military service will be- 
come an acceptable obligation and 
one of positive values to the in- 


dividual. | 


® Special concentration of po- 
lice in areasi “where delinquency 
is known to be high.” 


® Consideration by local com-|° 


munities of possible curfews. Au- 
thorities would determine whether 


| A documentary in Color 


Lock Up Parents Proposed as Best’ 
Way to Curh Juvenile Delinquents 


ACCORDING to the New York/the needs of all youth rather than of the Commission, and Chairman 
State Temporary Commission on! merely concerning themselves with 
Youth and Delinquency, some of|the’3 percent reportedly involved 
the best ways to curb juvenile de- 
linquency is to fine and lock up 
parents, impose curfews on teen-| 
agers and weaken the child labor 


of the Citizens Committee on Chil- 
dren of New York, dissented from 
the “jailing-of-parents proposal, 
saying that it was “unenforcable, 
unjustly punitive and dangerous, 
She added that Mark A. McClosky, 
chairman of the State Youth Com- 
mission and member of the Tem- 
porary delinquency commission 
also opposed such laws. 

The reactionary features of the 
Commission’s proposals outweigh 
some of the positive recommenda- 
tions included in the report. These 
positive proposals include: 

Establishing a permanent State 


Youth Commission; extending the 
Youthful Offender Law to include 
19- and 20-year-old youth; com- 
munity programs and youth cen- 
ters for recreation, group activity 
and character guidance; increased 
and better trained personnel for 
vouth programs; day-care activi- 
ties for children-of working par- 
ents and broadened child welfare 
services and adult educational pro- 
grams. 
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A Powerful Psychological Drama 
A Dynamic Story of Russia Today! 
| ARTKINO’S NEW SOVCOLOR HIT 


| CONFLICT’ 


| EXTRA! BY POPULAR DEMAND 


“RUSSIAN 
: HOLIDAY” 


| Exclusive! First Showing 
“FIRST IN THE WORLD” 


See Russia’s 
Atomic Energy Plant at Work. 


7th Ave. bet. 
42 & 41 Sts. 


STANLEY 


police should require young peo-; 


ple “on street corners or in front 
of billiard halls ... to be off the 
streets by 10 p.m., 11 p.m., or 
midnight, or any night in the week 
or only on certain nights.” 

These features of the report have 
already met the opposition of youth 
authorities, social workers and 
ASeO ET of the Temporary Youth 

0 ; , ga 


tmrnission itself. i; 


~y 


Coming 

GRAND OPENIN house—Inde- 
pendent Social Club. Friday, Dec. 20th— 
8:30 till ? 232 EB. 9 St. Dancing; refresh- 
ments. Contr. 75 cents. 

NEW Y@ZAR’S EVE Dance and entertain- 
ment featuri Vic Carlton and hig or- 
chestra, Sat., . 31 at 9 p.m. Buffet 
supper. Brighton Community Center, 3200 


Mrs. David M. “Levy, secretary 


Coney Island Ave., Brooklyn. Contribution 
$1.50 in advance, $1.75 at door. 
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Sen. Eastland 


Calls Anew for 
Secession 


—See Pages 3 and 4 
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Howard Fast’s 
Column 


—See Page 8 
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Joe North’s 
Assignment USA 


—See Page 2 
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Our Sports Editor 
Writes to Santa 


—See Page 12 
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Ben Levine Reviews TV 
—See Page 8 
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The Story of Jazz 
—See Page 9 


Xmas Message 
From Us to You 


IN THIS HOLIDAY season, 
we salute our readers, the most 
wonderful people in our land. 
We offer a special salute to the 
several thousand self-sacrificing, 
devoted souls have given and 
collected nearly $40,000 in our 
papers year-end $64,000 fund 


appeal. 


BP , 
Received last week $ 2,085.75 
Total to date (Wed) $39,421.46 
Still to go $24,578.54 
Send your contributions. to 
P.O. Box 136, Cooper Station, yy 
New York City 3, N. Y.; or — SOA \ 
to 35 E. 12th St., 8th floor, AX) : “Gr 


N.Y. C. : OR KO ro 
- / HUSSBEN /2E/72E SELLA TION, 


But, alas, much as we'd love 
to avoid talking about it at such 
a time we, have no choice but 
to call attention to the $25,000 
to go. We need the whole 
amount to get through this final 
week of 1955 without adding 
to our already-oppressive bur- 
den of debt. And we'll have to 
keep plugging. 

What worries us is that at 
the present rate of $2,000 or so 
a week, we have no idea how - 
we'll complete the year even 


with what we can borrow. " , f e ‘See 
And so we've got to attach to 3 : : reget 
our holiday greeting another of WO ages on ii PAY pT | | Ons 6 and 7 
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Christmas Amnesty for — 
16 Smith Act Prisoners 


ON CHRISTMAS DAY, 1921, Eugene Victor Debs, champion of peace, socialism 


and the cause of the working class, walked out of the federal prison at Atlanta, a free man 
by virtue of a Christmas amnesty granted by President Warren G. 


ands of trade unions had pressed .. 
the President to act. 
. At this Christmas season, 34 
ears later, the widow of another 
President and 45 other prominent 
Americans made public their ‘ette1 
urging President Eisenhower to] °™ 
grant Christmas amnesty to 16 f°: 
Communist Party leaders now in]. 
prison under the Smith Act. ea 
Their action was announced to }.. ™ 
the press by Rev. A. J. Muste, sec- 
retary emeritus of the Fellowship | ~~ 
of Reconciliation. Their letter urg- [4 
ed that sentences of the sixteen 
be commuted to time already serv- 
ed and that the cases of another 
180 under the Smith Act pending 
before trial or appeal courts be 
postponed. 
Signers include: Mrs. Eleanor 
Roosevelt; Dean John C. Bennett 
of Union Theological Seminary; 
Lewis Mumford; Norman Thomas; , 


- 
oS Te 
ong A ~ “ 


MUMFORD ~~ 


Elmer Rice, playwright; Chaplain ™ent with the philosophy of: the| 


John M. Krumm of Columbia Uni-'Communist P arty and with. essen- 
versity; Stephen Cary, secretary of | Wal elements in its. program. and 


the American Section, A:nerican |*"e motivated in their present ac-} 


Friends Service Committee, Phil-|"0" by their attachment to the 
adelphia: Henry Steele Commager, democratic way of life and the 
Columbia. University, A. J. Muste desire to maintain and strengthen 
and others. ~ | 
The titioners int out that ,. 
they age se lb cae disagree. | OU" Justice Black's description 
ment with the philosophy of the’ 
Communist Party and with essen- 
tial elements in its program and are. opinion 
motivated in -their present ‘action| *«p Se. 
by . their es eamallty to. the dem-'; Recefitly the Supreme Court 
ane as at he” itself by agreeing to review the 
he pees a e. eae California Smith Act prosecutions 
Baus akiien be Justice Block has recognized the appropriateness 


ee of a ‘second look’ at tl t. 
when the conviction of the 11 top at the Act 


Communist Party leaders was be- 
fore the Supreme Court to the! 


and the trial of Communist Party 


(Continued on Page 13) 


“We call attention to Supreme. 
iof the character of the Smith Act; 


leaders under it in his dissenting| 


“Among the 16 for whom we eee 
| THOMAS 


Assignment: USA 


By JOSEPH NORTH 


_ LIKE many of you I have 
been toiling under the mid- 


night lamp over the Christ- 
mas cards. Time: being what it 
is I realize with dismay that I 
cannot possibly send all the 
greetings I | 
would want to 

send, for some 

of ‘the folk 

whose hands I 

want to clasp 

_—by proxy of 

the postman— 

do not know 

me. And yet: 1 

want to con- 

vey to them my — * 

gratitude for their works. 

At the top of my list are the 
men and women who will not 
be around the t&ble when the 
carolers are in the cold streets 

outside, who will not sit in the 
warmth of their families. I think 
of the men and women behind 
iron bars who: have committed 
no crimes except the one which 
- is regarded by the authorities as 
the most :heinous of all. They 
strove to make real and’ perma- 
nent the peace on earth, good 
will to men which others sing 
about. , 


arding after thous- 


~_* *. ~~ ~ ~ fia cies os 6 oe 
seas eepene SA Bas ata o'oren 
a seers BS ets ON ee 


> 
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I THINK of the young fathers 
and mothers whose children long 
for them.and to them I have 
sent my -profoundest greetings, 
these Americans who are in jail 
because of a. tyrannical Smith 
| Act which threatens every man, 
and woman of Labor. 

And it is heart-warming to 
learn, as this is written, that a 
committee: of respected . citizens 
is urging’ amnesty for them and 
the revocation of the law that 


‘ 
’ 
; 


effect that the defendants were’! 


—_—_- 


not charged with “acts of any | Did Roy Cohn Write AFL-CIO President’ s Speech? | a 


kind designed to overthrow the} 
government’ nor with “saying or) 
writing anything “designed to ac- 


| r | : 
complish that objective but only Meany $ Attack 


with the purpose to “use.speech or | | 
newspapers in the future to teach By GEORGE MORRIS 


und advocate the forcible over-| “WHERE IS GEORGE 


throw of the government.” 

It is pointed out that recently 
l : ai -.. 4; 
the. Supreme Court fis agreed. to ciation of Manufacturers and his 
convictions under the Smith Act. *88'essive attack re a India 
it is urged that an amnesty now Burma and Yugoslavia, and upon 
“would give proof of our con~| mericn s liberals. , 
fidence in democratic institutions, | This week's developments also 
and would contribute to world lent strong confirmation to predic- 


peace by. encouraging and inspir- tions that differences will sharpen - 


ing the friends of the United States ,,, 
and winning new ones, 
The statement said in part: 
“We respectfully urge you to 
grant an amnesty commuting the’ 
sentence of the 16 men and women 
now in prison under the Smith 
Act (Alien Registration Act of 
1940) to time already served, and 
te uge your influence to secure the 
postponement of trials in the 180 
cases presently awaiating ~ Trial j 
Court of Appeals Court | SPEAKING before the National 
under the Act. Religion and Labor Foundation 
“Those who present this peti- luncheon attended by 1,200 liber- 
tion are in fundamental disagree- als, labor leaders and members of 


“D. of J. Moves Against UE Under — 


MeCarran Police-State Law 


» THE: DEPARTMENT of Justice moved against the United 
Electrical; Radio and ‘Machine Workers last week, to have the 
union labelled “communist-dominated” under the 1954 so-called 
Commtnist Control Act. . 

The petition, filed by Attorney General Brownell and William 
F: Tompkins, assistant in charge of internal security, is the second 
such major anti-labor act by the Department in recent months. 

' The other union involved is the Mine, Mill and Smelter Workers 
which is challenging the petition in court. 

Under the law the 100.000 member UE must now submit to 
hearings before the Subversive Activities Control Board, to answer 
the charge of “communist domination.” 


many basic issues between 
the former AFL’s tory wing and 
the former ClO;unions. Leaders 
of the CIO wing arent saying 
much in public. They can hardly 
risk an internal struggle at this 
stage. But voices, in the ranks of 
liberals (of the ADA line) closely 
associated with these leaders are 
being heard. 

* 


Departmegt’s petition, the union will lose all rights: under the | 


National Labor Relations Act, and as few as 20 percent of its 
members may appeal for new elections of officers and representa- 
tives. | : 

The UE is now engaged in a long strike in:ten Westinghouse 
plants. ; . attack_on ‘the: Mine, Mill, and Smelter Union was alse 
made ‘while: the~ union involved in a strike against copper 
sate eee as ss eT ni, 
May amocge 2) 3 .wal eds rohan 


- 2 we : 
Thy hes 


If SACB upholds the | 


on Liberals Gets Cold Response 


MEANY trying to take the newly-formed AFL-CIO?” That 


question was raised in many.quarters last week—the first -week after the merger, after the 
AFL-CIO. president's ill-fated effort to reach a “non-aggression” pact with the National As- 


Roy Cohn. Joe Lash, the Post's 
foreign .affairs writer, quoted with 
K. T. Tripathi, representative of 
India’s National Labor Congress. 
on the ICTFU, as saying that CIO 


leaders. had expressed to him strong 


feelings against Meanys speech. 
Lash added: 

“Meany’s speech has reawaken- 
ed concern whether the united Ia- 
bor movement will back the ex- 
tremist policy lines of Senator 
Knowland.” ss 

€ rn 


LASH also. noted that while 
Meany’s speech was received cold- 
ly Reuthefs speech before the 
same lhincheon, in which he stressed 
his “positive. approach”—economic 


the -ICETU’s - executive board. |,” underdeveloped countries 


Meany concentrated his attack on, & meviccmat h : | 
America's Jiberals for being “anti- conti tee id nudienne * While 
anti-Comunists and “stone silent |Reuther did not take “direct: issue” 
about the alleged “concentration with: Miesat: wrote Lash. . bis ‘re- 
camps’ in the Soviet Union. fo avis “odcated . wide “gap be- 
| His main theme was that there peen his foreign: policy approach 
yan be no neutrality in the wal ond Meany’s, * and he coneluded: | 
on Communism and that Nehru | . ain i ite thee was! 
and Tito are. not neutral. They conseliicebio Hence ia tabor 
are: aides and allies in fact and in (jie. a. to how the united labor 
effect” of the Communists. os : 


| movement would be able. to bridge 
Meany went so far as to de- wi, gulf between :Meany’s~ and 
nounce the statements of Khrush-!Reuther’s views on foreign policy.” 


chev and Bulganin in‘ Burma and, *:, « 4°>~: igs cube a? You toe 
‘India when they told the iiiliediens Lash also. noted that: Senator 


j , . Kadwlind: praised ‘Meany’s « posi- 
ing people where they build their req :ds far better: fons think’ Fs 


great many. American . diplomats. 


pendence on the Western powers, Mexni'e.t x rs 
: ; -a< , Meany’s: popularity with the Know- 
who oppressed them for centuries. | adites Wes further oqabeened: j 


pMeeany called this “racialism in re- a column by David Lawrence 


 elthcwedle Schiff ublisher ai the | (Monday, Dec. 19) in which he| 
LAD De ee i. York Post #50 praised Meany in similar terms 
‘commented that Meany’s speech 2nd réprinted more than half ‘of| 
read as though it’ was “written by . . ..{Consinued on: Page-12).--:. 
orfw toinzib sd? lo xoheiG | -aotumdes {7 ai 


‘future as they see fit without de- 


and .. wiping out racialism’ within! 


audiences 


they tell. 


. 
> 


“| Joe North Writes 
|Some Xmas Cards 


put them in prison. I am cer- 
tain this augurs a train of events 
that will open the doors upon 
men and women like Elizabeth 
Gurley Flynn, —_ _Mindel, 
Alexander Bittelman,' Robert 
Thompson, Gus Hall, Pettis Perry 
and the others who will, one day 
in our time,.be honored as the 
heroes.and Heroines of this age. 
* 


I WANT to send the season’s 
reetings to Mrs. Mamie Brad- 
ey, whose magnificent strength 


' of spirit surmounts an enormous 


grief as she crusades through the 
land to end the atrocity that 
murdered her child, Emmett Till. 
And to the indomitable Negroes 
who live under the terror of the 
assassination which has already 
picked many of their neighbors 
off because they take their stand 
for the rights inherent to us all. 

I have brought my greetings 
in person to a Negro woman I 
know who is in a valiant fight 
against death as she lies in a 
grim hospital ward of the city. 
Through the spasms of pain, her 
eyes lit up as I answered the 
questions she gasped ‘about her 


friends who are continuing the 


fight to which she has dedicated 
her life. 

There is grandeur in the ten- 
acity to which she clutches life 
as death stares into her* face. 
You know that she commands 
herself to live so that she can 
return to her place in the ranks 
of battle. 

She recalls for me the men 
and women of colonial lands 
whom I want to greet, those who 
gathered at Bandung ‘in far-off 
Indonesia to mark another tum- 
ing-point in man’s history. 

* 


MY GREETINGS would go 


‘to all those who made possible 


the merged strength of fifteen 
million’ American workingmen 
and workingwomen for doubtless 
time will record this as a boon 
to all. our ‘countrymen who 
strive for a nation truly prosper- 
ous, truly free, truly in peace 
with all. 

And there are many personal 
friends; some of whom do not 
see eye to eye with me in poli- 
tics and other matters but in 
whom the spark vf freedom 
glows for all man. 

I think of my friend Giuseppe 
who insists that he will vote tor 
Eisenhower if he runs but who> 
also believes that Bill Foster is 
the greatest man the . working- 
class has produced in this coun- 


try. 

I think of my friend, the lay- 
preacher who says socialism is 
unnecessary but who believes 
that Marxists are the true be- 
lievers. “They shall sit at God's 
right hand because their works 
are good even though they ex- 
pect no reward in Heaven.” 

— 

OH THERE are so many, that 
I know I would never manage 
to send them all the greetings 
I feel they merit. Because I have 
a decided concern for the cultural 
life of our nation I would want 
to greet all the writers who toil 
on in their lonely rooms to pro- 
duce truth and beauty in these 
dark days when God alone 
knows how their works will 
break through the barriers of 
commé?cial silence to reach the 
that they should 
reach. 

I should want to send a card 
to each of the’cast that played, 
for example, in The Diary of 
Ann Frank, and to the others 
off-Broadway who appear be- 
fore small audiences becausp 
producers fear the big stories 


+ ) 

‘AND BECAUSE I have not 
outgrown the interests of* a 
younger generation that revels 
in the achievements of the dia- 


ae (Continued on; Page. 13) j f 
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Inciso Denounced by 
Labor Unions Here 


CHICAGO. — Taking a stand 
against government and employer! 
attacks on unionism and on union, 
health and welfare funds, labor in 
Chicago nevertheless made it clear | 
this week that “no excuses can be 
made for Angelo Inciso” and others 
who prey on the trade union move- 
ment. 

Labor's Daily, the AF L-ClO In- 
ternational. Typographical Union) 
paper, hit out sharply this week 
at the Chicago newspapers which 
have been having an anti-union 
“field day” -in the Inciso case. 

These papers, it was pointed 
out, “have taken the Inciso case 
and enlarged upon it to such an 


vivors of the fire were even barred 
from the plant. One worker who 
spent two months in the hospital, 


LaVergn Struck, was told by a| _ | | 
Armour Local 
Aids Mother of 


Slain Youths 


CHICAGO. — At a packed meet- : 
ing of Armour Local 347, UPWA- 
CIO, here last week, the member- 


foreman when he returned to work: 
“We haven't got a job for you and 
never will have.” Struck was 
among those who had signed affi- 
davits describing how the fire start- 
ed from the company’s faulty 
equipment and how the workers 
were trapped because the fire .es- 
cape had. been removed and never 
replaced. 
* 
HAFFA was most recently in the 


news when his wife bid $850,000| 


for the purchase of the race horse, 
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CHICAGO. —Labor and liberal 
organizations were urged here this 
week to press congressmen for 
pledges on restoring the Bill of 


legislation when Congress recon- 
venes. 

Fifteen organizations united in 
sponsoring a Bill of Rights rally 
at 32 W. Randolph St. The main 
speaker, Roy Reuther, charged that 
“the leadership of both political 
parties has been delinquent on the 
problem of civil rights.” 


Reuther, CIO United Auto 
Workers leader, is one of the heads 
of the Leadership Conference on 
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Groups Plan Fi 
For Civil Rights 


ple Isaiah Israel, Young Women’s 
Christian Association. 
INCLUDED among the speak- 


ers were Jim Cunningham, IVI sec- 


Rights and on passing civil rightstretary, Rep. Charles A. Boyle (D 


12th Dist.), Douglas Anderson, 
aide to U.S. Senator Paul H. 
Doguas. Chairman was Maynard 
Krueger. 

The rally was called to map a 
grass roots program for civil rights 
in the next session of Congress. 
However, the turnout was very 
small considering the size of the 
sponsoring erganizations. 

“There is much unfinished. busi- 
ness on democracy’ s agenda” de- 


Civil Rights, which sponsored the clared Reuther, “And it's not all in 

rally. Local sponsoring organiza-| Mississippi — you have Trumbull 

recta heme. : f ‘tions were: American Civil Liber-| Park right here in Chicago.” 

the fiendish murderer of the Peter-| ,:,. Committee: American Jewish| + 

son and Schuessler boys. ‘Committee, American Jewish Con-| HITTING out most sh: arply at 
They felt that as long as the gress, B'nai {Brith, Chicago Fed-|the Eisenhower administr: ation, 

murderers were at large, no chil- ba a of Labor, Chicago Conference} Reuther also stated that “the Dem- 

for Brotherhood, Cook County CIO! ocratic Party does not deserve to 

Industrial Unin C founcil, Council} win in 1956 if it is going to kew- 

Against Discriminaiton of Greater/tow. to the Eastlands and that 

Chicago, Jewish Labor Committee, | gang.” 


ship voted unanimously to add to 
the reward for the apprehension of 


Nashua. 
This wealthy employer was one 


extent as to.make it appear that 
jt is typical of the management of 
union health and welfare funds.”| of many shown to have close con- 
* nections with ex-convict Inciso. 

THE Chicago American and the Back-door agreements which he 
Chicago Tribune were denounced | signed with employers became the 
for the most brazen efforts to dis-| means for Inciso’s high living at 
credit the entire labor movement. | the expense of the low-wage. work-| dren are same in’ the city of Chi- 
Mang unionists here have point- ers in the local. cago. They urged that any union 


ed out that the disclosures of mis- The Federation News. pointed; member having any information on 
mandling and looting of union’ oyt here last week that the local | this case should turn it in at once 


funds in the Inciso case call for a 
determined effort by the AFL- 
ClO to'clean its own house of! 


‘the labor movement here and was 


was not recognized as a part of|t 


not affiliated to either the Chicago 


as) ge authorities. 
‘h 


e local followed through by 
voting $100 cash to Mrs. Eleanor 


Independent Voters of Illinois, Na- 
tional Association for the Advance- 
ment of Colored People, National 
Council of Jewish Women, Nation- 


Schuessler, mother of the Schues- 


Co-director of the political ; 
tion work in the UAW, Roy Saas 
ther stated that the Democrats 
must be impelled to take a clear 


racketeers. |F ederation of Labor or-the Illinois 

The facts revealed in the Inciso! State Federation of Labor. ‘sler boys, whose husband died right 
case also show that it is the em-| The AFL declared: “There ‘can| after the murder of their sons. Lo- 
ployers who encourage racketeer | }e no excuse for nor defense of the | al president Leon Beverley and 
control of unions in order to be-! actions of any trade union officer, secretary George Kovachevich ex- 


al-Council of Negro Women, Tem-'stand for civil rights 


Illinois Congressmen Quizzed 


" 
. 
s 
e 


head the efforts of workers to im-) 
prove their conditions. Through In- 
ciso’s control of UAW-AFL: Local 
286, the 3,000 members were re- 
peatedly beaten down in economic 
struggles in addition to having their 
union treasury looted 


Sewn” NewNAACP Officers 
Pledge TrumbullFight 


ed that while the workers in one 
Chicago plant were on strike, In-| 
ciso' was in negotiations with the 
employer over a business loan. 

Another wealthy employer ‘who 
figured largely in the hearing was 
Titus Haffa, president of, the Web- 
ster-Chicago . (Webcor) . company. 
Haffa was shown to hold the top 
interest in the insurance company, 
the American Continental Insur- 
ance Company, which was set up 
to handle the so-called health and 
welfare fund in UAW-AFL. Local | 
286: 

It. was revealed that $6.15 a 
month ‘was checked off the wages 
of members of this local for the 
fund, but only -part of this. sum 
was ever turned over to the fund' 
by Inciso. 

-‘Haffa:had a $50,000 investment 
in this insurance company, of 
which Inciso was the president. 

; * 

IN THE summer of 1953, Titus 
Haffa was the owner of the Haber 
Corporation, where 35. workers 
were killed in a flash fire. It was_ 
later revealed that firetrap condi- 
tions in the plant were directly re- 
sponsible for the death of the work- 
ers, most of them Puerto Ricans. 

Haffa appeared very remorse- 
ful at the time, and made num- 
erous public pledges as to how he 
would try to compensate the fam- 
ilies of the dead workers and. the | 
injured workers. 

Three months later, however, it 
was disclosed that some of the sur- | 


ATTENTION, CHICAGOANS! 
It’s Finally Here 


“I Speak My 


Autobiography of 
By Elizabeth 
Cloth $2.75 


who becomes a party to such! pressed the hope that this dona-| 


abuses, or who takes advantage of| tion would help to relieve some of 


his position for the purpose of self-| her financial pressures in her | 
lest hours of sorrow. 


enrichment from these funds.” 


{Continued from Page 16) 
duction. Dirksen, who: is com- 
ing up for reelection next year, 
said he was for increasing the 
income tax exemption by $100. 

* 


ON TAFT-HARTLEY, Dirk- 
sen told the unionists he was not 
for repeal and favored keeping 
the 14-B section which is aimed 


there and going over its campaign 


Workers. 
thing of a storm center in Chicago | \_ Patton, Clarence Ratcliff, P. T. | 


Back orders can now be filled 
Come up and get your copy 


MODERN BOOK 
64 W. Randolph St., Room 914 
Chicago 1, Illinois 


ececs obodedccieddecctedesctveboeceesceetsscocces: 


CHICAGO.—A group of new of the NAACP here. 
officers pledged to a vigorous pro- trict program director of the United 
gram of struggle for Negro rights, |Fackinghouse Workers lost by six 
headed by Willoughby Abner, was votes. Reelected secretary was 
elected last week by the Chicago | Vivian’ Moore. 


branch of the National Association| Beatrice H. Steele was elected! . 


for the Advancement of Colored’ 
People. 


The. NAACP here was prepared | a 


treasurer and Efhe Pearson was 
hoggee: assistant secretary. Elected 
vice-presidents \ were Gerald 


for the biggest year of activity in Bullock. M. T. Blanton, Rev. Mor- | 


its history. It has recently com-|ris Tynes, Joseph T. Johnson. 
pleted its membership recruiting ian 


campaign with outstanding suc-| ;_ oe ll 
cess, signing up 10,600 members utive board elected were: Tomm 
son! Barker, A. L. Brooks, Ethel Dostal 
: : 4 Dr. Arthur G. Falls, Irving Fried- 
Abner, the new president, S man, Clarence Green, Rev. J. 
_vice- -president of the CIO council | Archie Hargraves, Chesles Haves, 
in Chicago and educational direc-' Rey. A. Lincoln James. 


tor of Region 4, United Auto| : 
He has become some- lake De A Johns, 


Dr. A. M. Mercer, Cora’ 


life, with the CIO pressing for his 


Tov d. B y 
appointment to the Chicago Board ee everly Wilder. 


Brown, dis- | 


Joseph | 


against the union shop and: lays 
the basis for state right-to-work 
laws. The three Democfats seen 
by the union, O'Hara, Dawson 
and Rep. Thomas Gordon. (D- 


| 8th Dist), all said they favored 


Taft-Hartley repeal. 

Veilro also disclosed the con- 
tents of a letter which the local 
received from Rep. O'Hara after 
theh interview. “Such confer- 
ences are-valuable,’. wrote the 
Congressman, “not only because 
they give constituents an oppor- 
tunity to present their views but 
also hecause such a meeting re- 
sulls in a better understanding 
of legislators. It is demoeracy 
in action.” | 

The political action commit- 
tee of the local has made ap- 
pointments with a number of 
Congressmen who are to be seen 
during the holiday period. The 
union has a six-point program 


of Education. 


ee | 
ABNER announced this week. M eg r 


that the fight for an end to the, 
racist violence at Trumbull Homes 
would be carried year 2 “jn spite, 
of the apparent insufhcient con- 
cern of Chicago officials.” 

In a very close vote,. Frank 
Brown, resident of Trumbull Park 
Homes, was defated for secretary 


(Continued from Page 16) 
“The. Jungle,” laying bare the 
regen A conditions of work in 
the packing plants, 

e@ 


IT WAS 13 years later that the 
industry was again organized, 
under the leadership of William 
Z. Foster, now chairman. of the 
Communist Party of the U. S. 
and then one of the nation’s out- 
standing labor leaders. With Fos- 
ter were Jack Johnstone and John 
Fitzpatrick, president of the Chi- 
cago Federation of Labor. They 


Be 4 
Own Piece 
“The Rebel Girl’ 
Gurley F lynn 


Popular $1.75 


against the craft-minded official- 
dom of the AFL and could not 
succeed in holding firm the unity 
of the Negro and white workers. 

Negro-white unity in the pack- 
ing plants was not to be won 
until 1937, when the Packing- 
house Workers Organizing Com- 
mittee based its campaign on 
‘unity and on a full-scale indus- 
trial form of organization. As the - 
CIO United Packinghouse Work- : 
ers continued .making gains, the 
AFL Amalgamated Meat Cut- 


STORE 


, 
eeeseeeeeoeoooooooooooosoeoeeeseeee eee 


= a-@ 


CE SSE e RS Hod SSE HMAC HR SS MCSE SHH CSE KSSH COKE Tae vert mo ee: ener § 22 TU Sees. es ere 


On Issues by Mine-Mill Local 


on which the Congressmen. are 


being quizzed. 


ALL OF THOSE visited ex- 
pressed a positive view toward 
the peace issue. Vedro declared 
that the Congressmen all: said 
they were in favor. of further 


peaceful negotiations between 
East and West. 


The Congressmen all. showed 
interest in the opposition of the 
union to the anti-labor Brow- 
nell-Butler Bill and the demand 
that Attorney General Brownell 
withdraw the charges against 
the Mine-Mill Union. 


Dirksen took the occasion to 
criticize Sen. Paul Douglas (D- 
Ill) for his refusal to meet with 
the United Electrical, Radio & 
Machine Workers on this issue. 
The Republican added that he 
was willing to see everyone at 
all times. 

The delegation received a fa- 
vorable response toward its de- 
mand for federal aid to educa- 
tion. The strongest position was 
taken by Rep. O'Hara who also 
declared that he favored with- — 
holding federal aid from those 
states which practice segregation 
of schools. | 


/ in some areas on an industrial 


basis. But the continued division 
of the industry between the two 
unions proved very costly. 

; - 

THE 67-DAY strike of the 
UPWA in 1948, which the AFL 
Meat Cutters did not join, re- 
sulted in a setback. Once again 
in the long ‘history of the pack- 
inghouse workers, disunity led to 
defeat. However, the workers 
maintained. their union and their’ 
ability te quickly regain their 


SY 


Workers Gain on Disunity 


' strength. And in short time, the 
packinghouse workers regained 
many of the 1948 losses. 


Since 1948, the long- learned 
lessons of unity in this indus- 
try were slowly being applied. 
That was the meaning behind: 
the message on Dec. 5 ta.the 
AFE -'CIO °cohvenation,’ which 
heralded the coming merger of 


_the two meat industry unions. 


The telegram had been a long 
time in coming—since 1877 in 
fact. : 


fought a valiant but losing battle | 
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ters also began — a 7 , : = , ~ 
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Quiz Congressmen on Issues 


CHICAGO. — One ™ union, 
Mine-Mill Local 758, showed the 
way this week in utilizing the 
holiday for visiting Chicago Con- 
gressmen on a number of im- 


The local’s delegation was able 
to secure from Rep. Barratt 
O’Hara (D-2nd Dist) a definite 
pledge that he will support the 

Diggs resolution to challenge 


resentative, said that some of the 
other Congressmen visited were 


“not yet convinced on support- 


ing this measure, . 
* 


portant issues which will be fore- 
most when Congress reconvenes 
on jan. 3. . 


Living Costs Again Increuse 


WASHINGTON, D. C. — The|cent of the base period set in 
cost of living rose up again last|October, 1953, 
month, , The BLS reports that detlines in 
The Bureau of Labor Statistics|/almost all meat prices, particularly 
which usually understates living|pork, brought food prices down 
eosts, said its consumer price index|almost one percent to the lowest 
climbed 0.1 percent to reach 115) level since December, 1950, 
ercent of average 1947-49 prices} But there were rises in rents, 
fos the first time since August,!gas bills, coal, laundry and dry 
1954. cleaning services, some - house- 
The price index in November|furnishings such as linens, sewing 
stood 0.3 percent higher than a|machines, living room furniture 
year ago and 0.3 percent lower and aluminum saucepans and price 
than the record level of 115.4 per-'rises in toys and television sets, 


CUB STAR ERNIE BANKS ON 
UNION'S ORGANIZING TEAM 


the seating of Mississippi Con- 
gressmen, — 


Frank Vedro, Mine-Mill rep- 


THE LOCAL’S delegation of - 
10 people quizzed Rep. William 
L. Dawson (D-7st Dist) on his 
failure to speak out on the Em- 
mett Till lynching and on his 
silence on the resolution of Rep, 
Charles Diggs of Michigan. 
Dawson’s reply was that he saw 
“no need of getting hysterical.” 

Republican Sen. Everett M. 
Dirksen expressed the opinion 
that the Diggs: resolution was 
“interesting but complicated” 
and took a negative view as to 
whether it could succeed. He 
refused to commit himself on 
whether he would support it. 

All of the ors, anes visited 
bv the local, including Dirksen, 
said they favored some tax re- 

(Continued on Page 15) 


THE COMING MERGER 


~ Meat Workers Gain on 


Old Foe — Disunity 


This is the first of a series of 
three articles‘ on the problems 
of the meat industry workers, 
the background of their strug- 
gles, the situation today, the 
prospects for the future—espe- 
cially in the light of the impend- 
ing union merger in the indus- 
try. 

By SAM KUSHNER 
CHICAGO. 

In the history-charged AFL- 
CIO merger convention, one of 
the most dramatic and meaning- 
ful events was the announce- 
ment that the leaders of the 
CIO United Packinghouse and 
the AFL Amalgamated Meat 
Cutters had reached an accord 
which laid the basis for a mer- 
ger of the two organizations in 
the very near future. 


This announcement did not 
come about merely because of 
the wishes of these leaders. In 
the background stood the long 
bitter history of the workers in 
the meat industry, as well as 
two years of negotiations be- 
tween the two unions. 

To understand more fully the 
forces that will compose this 
powerful merged union when it 
comes into being, it is import- 
ant to appreciate the militant 
record of these workers. This is 
especially true of the meat 
workers who are organized on 
an industrial basis. 

* 

THE _ battle between craft 
and industrial forms of union- 
ism raged in the nation’s pack- 
inghouses for ‘more than 40 
years. It was not resolved with 
finality until the establishment 
of the CIO. During the many 
inter-union battles that took 
place, the packing corporations 
took every advantage of the di- 
visions among the workers. 

It was the efforts of the pack- 
ers to split the packinghouse 
workers along nationality and 
other lines which led to the de- 
feat of a strike in, this industry 
almost 80 years ago. The pack- 
inghouse workers had demon- 
strated their fighting spirit in 
1877 by shutting down the Chi- 
cago stockyards in support of 
the militant national railroad 
strike. , 

Two short years later, a suc- 
cessful united packinghouse 
strike won a 25-cent a day in- 
crease. Spurred by this victory, 
the workers struck for a closed 
shop agreement, And it was on 
this issue that they were de- 
feated. 

The employers had found the 
means for setting one national 
group against the other. Wages 
were reduced to 22 cents. per 


hour for men, and women 

workers were paid as little as 

eight and a half cents per hour. 
* 

THE historic struggle for the 
eight-heur day, sparked nation- 
wide by the Chicago Federation 
of Labor, found the militant 
packinghouse workers in the 
forefront. Under the banner of 
the Knights of Labor, the eight- 
hour day was won. But a few 
months later, the companies re- 
instituted the 10-hour day and 
the packinghouse workers walk- 
ed out of the plants. This time 
the strike was lost as a result of 
the betrayal of opportunist lead- 


ers in the Knights of Labor. 

It was not until the early part 
of the 20th Century that the 
packinghouse workers could 
once again unite their ranks to 
fight back. They made many 
gains and for the first time es- 


tablished seniority rights in the ° 


industry. However, in® 1904, the 
mechanical workers were divid- 
ed from the joint: body of_the 
packinghouse workers in the 
Stockyard Council. The packers 
moved into this breach and 
smashed the union. 

It was during this period that 
Upton Sinclair wrote his famous 

(Continued on Page 15) 


CHICAGO.—Enrnie Banks, Ne- 
gro star of the Chicago Cubs, 
has an off-season job as a union 
organizer. 

He will help the Teamsters 
Union in Chicago with its organ- 
izing campaign in the warehouse 
and mail order field. , 

Banks, considered the _ best 
shortstop in the National League 
and mainstay of the Cubs’ team, 
has become a staff representa- 
tive for Teamsters Local 743 
which has its main base at Mont- 
gomery Ward. . 

Local president Don Peters 
announced that Banks will be 
working for the union until 
spring training next March. He 
said that the Cubs’ star has the 
ability to do an excellent off- 
season job for.the union. 

Ernie Banks’ father is a mem- 


ber of the Teamsters Union in 
Dallas, Texas. 


One of the most hard-working, 
talented and promising major 
leaguers, Banks was voted the 
star sophomore of the National 
League at the close of his sec- 
ond season with the Cubs. 


He broke all records as a 
hard-slugging shortstop, hitting 
44 home runs during the season. 
He is also in the record books as 
holding the all-time mark for 
grand-slam homers, hitting five 
into the stands with the bases 
loaded. 


The Teamsters Local 743, 
which has scored at Montgom- 
ery Ward, long an open-shop 
holdout, is looking for a grand- 
slam organizing season—with the 


help of Ernie Banks. 
il 


See Illinois Farmers Hardest Hit — 


CHICAGO.—Thousands of Il- 
linois farmers are being forced 
of the land, according to a re- 
port issued this week by the 
Federal Reserve Bank of Chi- 
cago. 

The steady decline of farm 
income has resulted in the bank- 
ruptcy of small farmers through- 
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out the Midwest. However, the 
Federal Reserve in its report on 
four Midwest states, found IIli- 
nois to be hardest hit. It was 
revealed that there has been a 
wiping out of more than 10 per- 
cent of the farms in this state 
in the last four years. 


The report summarized as 
follows on a preliminary Mid- 
west census report just complet- 
ed: “The number of farms is 
declining and the average siZ@"is 
increasing. The increase in aver- 
age size reflects the. larger num- 
ber of farms 220 acres and 
over. 

* 


SOME of thei sharpest critic- 


ism against the Eisenhower Ad- 
ministration from the Farmers 
Union and other farm groups is 
that its policies have benefited 
the wealthy farmers at the ex- 


pense of the family-sized farm- 
ers. 

Secretary of Agriculture Ezra 
Benson has been accused of de- 
liberately pursuing & policy of 
forcing the smaller farmers off 


the land. 

The trend of large farm corpo- 
rations swallowing up the small- 
er farmers is clearly seen in the 
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Many Areas Vie in Sub Drive for 


Honors at Jan. 14 Worker Party 


Illinois is percolating along 
on The Worker sub drive in fine 
style, the drive figures showed 
this week. 

When this issue went to 
press, the 10 percent mark was 
pretty close to being reached, 


- And the 30 percent goal by Jan. 


14 seemed more realizable. 


The problem for Worker 
builders this week was this — 
how to keep the holidays from 
throwing them for a loss, 

Many areas, including the 


city-leading Central West Side 


., area, seemed determined to step 


up the pace, using the two Mon- 


day days-off to good advantage. 

In close competition was the 
Lawndale area, with the 9th 
Congressional not far behind. 


These three areas may be the 
candidates for the high honors 
on Jan. 14, when the big Work- 


ee 


er Birthday Celebration takes 
place — unless some other area 
overtakes them. 


Some of the details of the 
Birthday Celebration were com- 
ing clear this week. This will be 
a combination affair, including: 
dancing, a dise jockey show, hi- 
fi music, a hootenanny, Negro 
and national group cultural pre- 
sentations. And the _ special 
guests will be Worker writers 
George Morris, labor editor, and 
Joseph North, columnist. 

More details later — but set 
aside Saturday evening, Jan. 14 


for The Workers gala 32nd. 


birthday party! 


Federal Reserve Bank report. 
Illinois is shown as the state 
where this process is most wide- 
spread .in comparison to Wis- 
consin, Indiana and Iowa. In 
this state, the last four years 
has increased the acre size of the 
average farm by almost 10 per- 
cent. 
* 


FOR the Midwest as a whole, 
the 1950-54 period has revealed 
a three per cent increase in 
farms 220 acres and over, a five 
percent decline in the number 
of 100-219 acres farms, a 20 per- 
cent decline in the number of 
3-99 acre farms. 


The survey showed a marked 
increase in the number of -farms 
under three acres, reflecting the 
trend toward suburban living 
and toward the planting of small 
plots by suburban families. 

However, it was also shown 
that it has become more difficult 
for small farmers to continue 
farming and also hold a full- 
time or part-time industrial job. 
The bank report reveals a de- 
crease in the farm operators who 
also work off their farms. 

The study showed that the old 
type of general farming is on the 
decline. The trend is toward 
greater specialization and an in- 
crease in the proportion of farms 


receiving most of their income 
from sales of crops. 
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* 
Meany Attack on 
Liberals Misfires 
—See Page 2 


. 
Our Sports Editor 
Writes to Santa 
—See Page 12 
. ‘ 


Ben Levine Reviews TV 
—See Page 8 


. 
The Story of Jazz 
—See Page 9 


Xmas Message 
From Us to You 


IN THIS HOLIDAY season, 
we salute our readers, the. most 
wonderful people in our land. 
We offer a special salute to the 
several thousand self-sacrificing, 
devoted souls have given and 
collected nearly $40,000 in our 
papers year-end $64,000 fund 


appeal. 


"i — 
Received last week $ 2,085.75 
Total to date (Wed) $39,421.46 
Still to go ____- ,-- $24,578.54 

Send your contributions to 
P.O. Box 136, Cooper Station, wy 
New York City 3, N. Y.; or bring XARERE 
to 35 E. 12th St., 8th floor, AYR 
Be bg e4 
aR ov 

But, alas, much as we'd love 
to avoid talking about it at such 
a time we, haye no choice but 
to call attention to the $25,000 
to go. We need the whole 
amount to get through this final 
week of 1955 without adding 
to our already-oppressive bur- 
den of debt. And we'll have to 
keep plugging. 

What worries us is that at 
the present rate of $2,000 or. so 
a week, we have no idea how 
well complete the year even 


aie A : = ay ia a 
with what we can borrow. 5 | | . 
And so we've got to attach to 
our holiday greeting another of 4°O ages on : - C$0 10ns 


~- 
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Mrs. Roosevelt, 145 Others ‘Ask 


Christmas Amnes 


16 Smith Act Prisoners 


ON CHRISTMAS. DAY, 1921 , Eugene Victor Debs, champion of peace, socialism 
and the cause of the working class, ‘walked out of the federal — at Atlanta, a free man 


by virtue of a Christmas amnesty Eranted le ahiorareee 


ands of trade unions had pressed 


the President to act. 

At this Christmas season, 34 
years later, the widow of another 
President and 45 other prominent 
Americans made public their lette 


urging President Eisenhower to] 
grant Christmas amnesty to 16]. ; 
Communist Party: leaders now in} 4 


prison under the Smith Act. 
Their. action was announced | to 
the press by Rev. A. J. Muste, sec- 


retary emeritus of the F ellowship | ee 


of Reconciliation. Their letter urg- 
ed that sentences of the sixteen 
be commuted to time already serv- 
ed ant that the cases of another 
180 under the Smith Act pending 
before trial or appeal courts be 
postponed. 

Signers include: Mrs. Eleanor 
Roosevelt; Dean John C. Bennett 
of Union Theological Seminary; 


MUMFORD 


Lewis Mumford; Norman Thomas: : 


Warren G Broce ama acto 


Elmer Rice, playwright: Chaplain ment with the philgsophy of the | 


John M. Krumm of Columbia Uni- |Communist Party. and, with essen- |. 


versity; Stephen Cary, secretary of | tial elements in. its program and | 
the American Section, American. are motivated in their present ac- 
Friends Service Committee, Phil- | tion by their attachment to the 


adelphia; Henry Steele Commager, | emoer: atic way of life and_ the 


and others. 
The petitioners point out that 


they “are in fundamental disagree- | 
ment with the philosophy of thé 


Communist Party and with essen- 
tial elements in its program and are 
motivated in their present action | 
by their attachment to the dem- 
ocratic way of life.” 


The statement quotes the dis- 


senting opinion of Justice Black 
when the conviction of the 11 top 
Communist Party leaders was be- 


fore the Supreme Court to the} 


effect that the defendants were 
not charged with “acts of any 
kind designed to overthrow the|— 
government” nor with “saying or 
writing anything “designed to ac- 
complish that objective but only 
with the purpose to “use speech or ' 
newspapers in the future to teach 
and advocate the forcible over-| 
throw of the government.” . 
It is pointed out that recently 
the Supreme Court has agreed to 
consider review of the California 
convictions under the Smith Act. 
It is urged that an amnesty now 


“would give proof of our con-| 
fidence ‘in democratic institutions,” | 


and would contribute to world 
peace by encouraging and inspir- 
ing the friends of the United States. 
and winning new ones. 

The statement said in part: 


“We respectfully urge you to 


grant an amnesty commuting the 
sentence of the 16 men and women 
now in prison under the Smith 
Act (Alien Registration Act of 
1940) to time aiready served, and 
to use your inflifence to secure the 


postponement of trials in the 180) 
awaiating Trial 
Court of Appeals Court decisions’ 


cases presently 


under the Act. 


“Those who present this peti- luncheon attended by 1,200 liber-: the. ICFTU’s 
tion are in fundamental disagree- als, labor leaders and members of |Meany concentrated his attack on‘ 


“We call attention to Supreme 
‘Court Justice Black’s description ' 


ao by agreeing to review the 

California Smith Act prosecutions 
has recognized the appropriateness 
of a ‘second look’ at the Act. 


“Among the 16 for whom we | 


(Continued on Page 13) 


Columbia University. A. |. Suse desire to maintain and strengthen | 
ii it. 


of the character of the Smith Act; 
‘and the trial of Communist’ Party 
leaders under it in his dissenting. 
| opinion. , 
“Recently the Supreme Court |’ 


‘Assignigent: USA 


for 


By JOSEPH NORTH 


LIKE many of you I have 
been toiling under the mid- 


night lamp over the Christ- 
mas cards. Time being what it 
is 1 realize with dismay: that I 
cannot ped send all the 
greetings: I 
would want to 
send, for some 
of : the . folk 
whose hands I 
want to clasp 
—by proxy of 
the . postman— 
_-do not know { 
-me:. And yet I 
want to. con- 
vey to them my 
gratitude for- their works, 

At the top of my list are the 
men and women who will not 
_be around the table when the 
carolers are in the cold streets 
outside, who will not sit in the 
warmth of their families. 1 think 
_of the men and. women behind 
iron bars who have committed 
no crimes except the. one which 
is regarded by the authorities as 
the most, heinous of all. They 
strove to. make real and perma- 
nent the peace on earth, good 
will to men which others sing 
about. nee 


Ree 


+] THINK of.the young fathers 
and mothers whose children long 
for them.and to them I have 
_sent. my profoundest greetings, 
these Americans who are in jail 
because of .a tyrannical Smith 
Act which threatens every man 
and woman of Labor. . 
And*it is heart-warming to 
learn, as: this is written, that a 
i committee of. respected citizens 
ssentin : is urging amnesty for. them and 
| THOMAS | the revocation of the law that 


‘Did Roy Cohn Write AFL-CIO President's Speech? 


Meany’s Attack on Liberals Gets Cold Response 


By GEORGE MORRIS 
“WHERE IS GEORGE 


MEANY trying to take the newly-formed AFL-CIO?” That 


question was raised in many quarters last week—the first week after the merger, after the 
AFL-CIO president's. ill-fated effort to pace a [nopeaggression pact with the National As- 


sociation of Manufacturers and his 
‘aggressive attack upon _ India 
Burma and Yugoslavia, and upon 
America's liberals. 

This week’s developments also 
lent strong confirmation to predic- 


tions that differences will sharpen 
on many basic issues between 
the former AFL’s tory wing and 
the former CIO unions. Leaders 
of the CIO wing arent. saying 
much in public. They can hardly 
risk an internal struggle at this 
stage. But voices in the ranks of 
liberals (gf the ADA line) closely 
associated with these leaders are 
being heard. 
* 


SPEAKING before the National 
Religion and Labor Foundation. 


"D. of J. Mioves Against UE Under 
MeCarran Police-State Law 


THE DEPARTMENT $of: Justice moved against the United | 


Electrical, Radio and Machine 


Workers last week, to have the 


union labelled “communist-dominated” under the 1954 so-called 


Communist Control Act. 


The petition, filed by Attorney General Brownell and William 


F. Tompkins, assistant in charge 


of internal security, is the second 


such major anti-labor act by the Department in recent months. 


The other union involved is the 
which is challenging the petition 


Mine, Mill and Smelter Workers 


m court. 


Under the law the 100,000 member UE must now submit to 
hearings before the Subversive Activities Control Board, to answer 


the charge of “communist dom 


ination.” 


If SA@B upholds the 


Department's petition, the union will lose all rights under the 
National Labor Relations Act, and as few as 20 percent of its | 


members may appeal for new el 
tives. . 

The UE is now engaged in 
plants. ; The attack on the Mine, 


ections of officers and representa- | 


a Jong strike m ten Westinghouse 
Mill, and Smelter Union was also 


made while: the union was involved - in ‘a -strike — copper 
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‘Roy Cohn. Joe Lash, the Post’s 
foreign affairs writer, quoted with 
K. T. Tripathi, representative of 

India’s National Labor GOG@ngress 
on the ICTFU, as saying that CIO 

- leaders had éxpressed to him strong 
feelings against Meanys’ speech. 
Lash added: 


“Meany’s speech has reawaken- 


ed concern whether the united la- 
bor movement will back the ex- 
tremist policy 
Knowland.” 

4 | + 


LASH also noted that while: 


Meany’s speech was received cold- 

ly Reuthér’s speech before ‘the 

MEANY his “positive approach”—economic 
fas to. -underdeveloped countries 
d* wiping out racialism within 

An meri¢a—got a much warmer re- 
ception from the audience. While 
‘Reuther. did not take “direct issue” 
with Meany, wrote Lash, his re- 
marks “Indicated a wide gap be- 


executive board,’ 
America's liberals for being “anti-' 
”lanti-Comunists” and “stone silent” 
about the alleged “concentration 
camps” in the Soviet Union. | 
| His main theme was that there ; 
ican be no neutrality in the war 
jon Communism and that “Nehru| 
and Tito are not neutral. They 


and Meany-s,” 


“Before: the mérger there — 
are aides and allies in fact and in considera ble. speculation | mls 
effect” of the Communists. circles = oe Sop ble sn esa 
Meany went so far as to de- oe hiteenas peice s ed 
‘ i u 
nounce the statements of Khrush-'| Reuther’s views on ‘caitin walter.” 


‘chev and Bulganin in Burma and; 
India when they told the welcom- ieee ane 85} eatin Senator 
‘ing people where they build their: +4 ns far Bet bap the _ 
future as they see fit without de-’ fion i rrast t ta A or a 
ipendence on the Western powers, | gieat: many American ‘diplomats. 
‘who. oppressed them for centuries. teri siigca with.the ‘angel 
| Meany called this “racialism in re- ites. was er confirmed in 
a’ column by David Lawrence 


i verse, 
| Dorothy Schiff, cublidhes of the (Monday, Dec. 19) in which he 


‘'ADA-line liberal. New York Post. 
commented that Meany s at 


‘and co more than half of! 


jonteib wh om G prt: x es Ww re 


lines of Sé@hator | 


same juncheon, in which he stressed | 


ween his foreign policy approach | 
and he concluded: | 


} 


also praised Meany in similar terms ' 


Joe North Writes 
Some Xmas Cards 


put them in prison. I am cer- 
tain this augurs a train of events 
that will open the doors upon 
men and women like Elizabeth 
Gurley Flynn, Jacob Mindel, 
Alexander Bittelman, Robert 
Thompson; Gus Hall, Pettis Perry 
and the others who will, one day 
in our. time,. be honored as. the. 
heroes and heroines of this age. 
* 


I WANT to send the season’s 
greetings to Mrs. Mamie Brad- 
iy: whose magnificent strength 

spirit surmounts an enormous 
grief as she crusades through the 
land. to end the atrocity that 
murdered her child, Emmett Till. 
And to the indomitable Negroes 
who live under the terror of the 
assassination which has already 
picked many of their feighbors 
off because they take their stand 
for the rights inherent to us all. 

I have. brought my greetings 
in person to a Negro woman I 
know who is in a valiant fight 
against death as she ‘lies in a 
grim hospital ward of the city. 
Through the spasms of pain, her 
eyes lit up as I answered the 
questions she gasped about her 
friends who are continuing the 
fight to which she has dedicated 
her life. 

There is grandeur in the ten- 
acity to which she clutches life 
as death stares into her face. 
You know that she commands 
herself to live so that she can 
return to her place in the ranks 
of battle. 

She recalls for me the ‘men 
and women of colonial Jands | 
whom I want to greet, those who 
gathered at Bandung in far-off 
Indonesia to mark another turn- 
ing-point in man’s history. 

x 

MY GREETINGS would go 
to all those who made possible 
the merged strength of fifteen 
million American workingmen 
and workingwomen for doubtless 
time will record this as a boon 
to all our countrymen’ who 
strive for a nation truly prosper- 
ous, truly free, truly in peace 
with. all. ‘ 

And there are many personal 
friends, some of whom dv not 
see eye to eye with me in poli- 
tics. and other matters but in 
whom the spark of freedom 
glows for all man. 

I think of my friend Giusep 
who insists that he will‘ vote i 
Eisenhower if he runs but who 
also believes that Bill Foster is 
the greatest man the working- 
class has produced in this coun- 


I think of my friend, the lay- 
preacher who says socialism is 
unnecessary’ but who believes 
that Marxists are the true be- 
lievers. “They shall sit at God’s 


right hand because their works 


4 
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are good even though they ex- 
pect no reward in Heaven.” 
* 

OH THERE are so many, that 
I know I would never manage 
to send them all the greetings 
I feel they merit. Because I have 
a decided concern for the cultural 
life of our nation I would want 
to greet all the writers who toil 


_on in their: lonely rooms to pro-. 


duce truth and beauty in these 
dark days when God alone 
knows how their works will 
break through the barriers of ° 
commercial silence to reach the 
audiences that they should 
reach. 

I should want to send 2 card 
to each of the cast that played, 
for example, in The Diary of 
Ann Frank, and to the others 
off-Broadway who appear be- 
fore smafl audiences because 
produters fear the big stories 
they tell. 


AND BECAUSE I have not 
outgrown the interests of a 
younger generation that revels 
in the achievements of the dia- 


(Continued on Page. 13), 
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ILLINOIS 


Inciso Denounced by k¢ 
abor Unions Here 


CHICAGO. — Taking a stand 
against government and employer 


‘attacks on unionism and on union 


health and welfare funds, labor in 
Chicago nevertheless made it clear 
this week that “no excuses can be 
made for Angelo Inciso” and others 
who prey on the trade union move- 
ment. 


Labor's Daily, the AFL-CIO In-| 
ternational Typographical Union 


paper, hit out sharply this week 
at the Chicago newspapers which 


have been having an anti-union| 


“field day” in the Inciso case. 
These papers, it was pointed 
out, “have taken the Inciso case 
and enlarged upon. it to such an. 
extent as to make it appear that 
it is typical of the management of | 


union health and welfare funds.” | of many shown to have close con-! 


* 

THE Chicago American and the 
Chicago Tribune were denounced 
for the most brazen efforts to dis- 
credit the entire labor movement. 

Many. unionists here have point- 
ed out that the disclosures of mis- 
mandling and looting of .union 
funds in the Inciso case call for a 
determined effort by the AFL- 
CIO to clean its own house of | 
racketeers. 

The facts revealed in the Inciso 
ease also show that it is the em- 
ployers who encourage saioteer 
control of unions in order to be-' 
head the efforts of workers to im- 
preve their conditions. Through In- 
cisos control of UAW-AFL Local | 
286, the 3,000 members were re- 
peatedly beaten down in economic | 


, struggles i in addition to having their 


union treasury looted. 
* 
THE Senate Committee reveal- 
ed that while the workers in one 
Chicago plant were on strike, In- 
ciso was in negotiations with the 
employer over a business loan. 
Another wealthy employer who! 
figured largely in the hearing was| 
Titus. ] , president of the Web- 
ster-Ch °. (Webcor) company. 
Haffa was ‘shown to hold the top 
interest in the insurance company, 
the American Contj 


ance Company, which was set up 
to handle the so-called health and 


welfare fund in UAW-AFL Local; 


286. 

It was revealed that $6.15 a 

month was checked off the wages' 

of members of this local for the 
fund, but only part of this sum 
was ever turned over to the fund ' 
by Inciso. 

Haffa had a $50,000 investment 
in this insurance company, of 
which Inciso was the president. 

* 

IN THE summer of 1953, Titus: 
Haffa was the owner of the Haber 
Corporation, where 35 workers 
were killed in a flash fire. It was 


Jater revealed that firetrap condi- 


tions in the plant were directly re- 
sponsible for the death of the work- 
ers, most of them Puerto Ricans. 

Haffa appeared véry remorse- 
ful at the time, and made num- 
erous public pledges as to how he 
would try to compensate the fam- 
ilies of the dead workers and the) 
injured workers. 

Three months later, however, it 


from the plant. One worker who 
spent two months in the hospital, 
LaVergn Struck, was told by a 
foreman when he returned to work: 


never will have.” Struck was 


ental Insur-! 


among those who had signed affi- 
_davits describing how the fire start- 
ed from the company’s faulty 
equipment and how the werkers 
were trapped because the fire es- 
cape had been removed and never 
replaced. 


* 
HAFFA was most recently in the 
news when his wife bid $850,000 
for the purchase of the race horse, 
| Nashua. 
This wealthy employer 


was one 


inections with ex-convict Inciso. 
Back-door agreements which he 
signed with employers became the 
means for: Inciso’s high living at 


ers in the local. 


The Federation’ News - pointed 
out here last week that the local 
was not recognized as a part of 
ithe labor movement here and was 
not affiliated to either the Chicago 
| Federation of Labor or the Illinois 
‘State Federation of Labor. 

The AFL declared: “There can 
be no excuse for nor defense of the 
actions of-any trade union officer 


'who becomes a party to such 


twit or who takes advantage of 
his position for the purpose of. self- 
— from these funds.” 


vivors of the fire were even barred | 


“We havent got a job for you and| __ 


the expense of the low-wage, work- 
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Armour Local 
Aids Mother of 
Slain Youths 


CHICAGO. — At a packed meet- | 
ing of Armour Local 347, UPWA- 
CIO; here last week, the member- 
ship voted unanimously to add to 
the reward for the apprehension of 
the fiendish murderer of the Peter- 
son and Schuessler boys. 

They felt that as long as the 
murderers were at large, no chil-. 
dren are same in the city of Chi- 
cago. They urged that any union 
member having any information on 
this case should turn it‘in at once 
to police authorities. 

The local followed through by 
voting $100 cash to Mrs. Eleanor 
Schuessler, mother of the Schues- 
sler boys, whose husband died right | — 
after the murder of their sons. Lo- 
cal president Leon Beverley and 
secretary George Kovachevich pa 
pressed the hope that this dona-: 
tion would help to relieve some of 
her financial pressures in her deep- 


‘est hours of SOrrow. 


—— --- 


_-= New NAACP Officers | 
Pledge TrumbullFight 


CHICAGO.—A_ group of new: 


headed by Willoughby Abner, was 
elected last week by the Chicago 
| branch of the National Association 
for the Advancement of Colored 
People. 


The NAACP here was prepared 


its history. It has recently com- 
pleted its membership recruiting 
campaign with outstanding suc- 
cess, signing up 10,600 “members 
here and going over its campaign 
goal. 


Abner, the new president, is 


| vice-president af the ClO council | 
in Chicago and educational direc- | 
tor of Region 4, United Auto 
‘Workers. He has become: some- 
thing of a storm center in Chicago | 
life, with the CIO pressing for his 
appointment to the Chicago Board 
of Education. 


* 


ABNER announced this week 
that the fight for an end to the 
‘racist violence at Trumbull Homes 
would he carried through “in spite 
of the apparent insufficient con- 
‘cern of Chicago officials.” 

In a very close vote, Frank 
Brown, resident of Trumbull Park 


was disclosed that some of the sur- | Homes, was defated - for secretary 


eel 


ATTENTION, 


Autobiography of 
By Elizabeth 
Cloth $2.75 


Back orders can now 
Come 


MODERN 
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It’s Finally Here 


“| Speak My Own Piece” 


BOOK STORE 


64 W. Randolph St., Room 914 
Chicago 1, Illinois 


= -_ 


CHICAGOANS! 


~ 


“The Rebel Girl”’ 
Gurley Flynn 


Popular $1.75 
be filled 
up and get your copy 
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officers pledged to a vigorous pro-, 
gram of struggle for Negro rights, 


for the biggest year of activity in| 


or A. Lincoln James. 


.. 


‘of the NAACP here. Brown, dis- 
trict program director of the United 


votes. Reelected ‘Secretary was 
Vivian~ Moore. 


Beatrice H. Steele was 


Packinghouse- Workers lost by six) 


oun 
treasurer and Effie Pearson was} 


chosen assistant secretary. Elected 
as vice-presidents 
Bullock, M. T. Blanton, Rev. 
ris Tynes, Joseph T. Johnson. 


* 


were Gerald. 
Mor-. 


THE 17 members of the exec- 
utive board elected were: Tommy 


Barker, A. L. Brooks, Ethel, Dostal, | 


‘Dr. Arthur G. Falls, Irving Fried- | 


man, Clarence Green, Rev. 
‘Archie: Hargraves,: Charles Haves, 


Also: Sylvester Johns, Joseph 
McKinney, Dr. A. M. Mercer, Cora’ 
M. Patton, Clarence Ratcliff, P. T. | 
Townsend, Beverly Wilder. 


Groups Plan. 
‘For Civil Rights 


ight 


CHICAGO. Labéé and liberal; ple Isaiah Israel, Young Women’s 


| Organizations were urged here this| Christian 


week to press congressmen for 


| pledges on restoring the Bill of 


Rights and on passing civil rights 
legislation when Congress recon- 
venes. 
Fifteen organizations united in 

|sponsoring a Bill of Rights rally 
at 32 W. Randolph St. The main 
speaker, Roy Reuther, charged that 
“the - leadership - of both political 
parties has been delinquent on the 
problem of civil, rights.” 


Reuther, CIO United Auto 
Workers leader. is one of the heads 


of the Leadership Conference on 


Civil Rights, which sporisored the 
rally. Local sponsoring organiza- 
tions were: American Civil Liber- 


ties Committee, American Jewish/. 


Committee, American sc Con- 
gress, Rnai ‘Brith, Chicago Fed- 
era of Labor, C hicago Conference} 
for Brotherhood, Cook County CIO 
Industrial Unin Council, Council 
Against Discriminaitdn’ of Greater 
Chicago, Jewish Labor Committee, 
Independent Voters of Hlinois, Na- 
tional Association for the Advance- 
ment of Colored ‘People, National 
Council of Jewish Women, Nation- 
al il Council of Negro Women, Tem- 


Christian Association. 

- INCLUDED among the speak- 
ers were Jim Cunningham, IVI sec- 
retary, Rep. Charles A. Boyle. (D. 
12th Dist.), Douglas Anderson, 
aide to. U.S. Senator Paul H. 
Doguas. Chairman was Maynard 
Krueger. 

The rally was called to map a 
grass roots program for civil rights 
in the- next session of Congress. 
However, the turnout was very 
small considering the size of the 
sponsoring organizations. 

“There is much unfinished busi- 
ness on democracy’s agenda” de- 
clared Reuther, “And it’s not all in 
Mississippi — you have Trumbull 
Park right here. in Chicago.” 

* 

HITTING out most tends at 
the Eisenhower administration, 
Reuther also stated that “the Dem- 
ocratic Party does not deserve to 
win in. 1956 if it is going te kew- 
jtow to the Eastlands and that 
gang. 

Co-director of the political ; 
tion work in the UAW, Roy hon. 


ther stated that the Democrats 
must be impelled to take a clear 
stand for civil rights 


Illinois Congressmen Quizzed — 
On Issues by Mine-Mill Local 


- (Continued from Page 16) 
1 ec ‘tion. Dirksen, who is com- 
ing up for reelection next year, . 


said he. was for increasing the | 


income tax exemption by: $100. 
* 


ON TAFT-MARTLEY, Dirk- 
sen told the unionists he was not 
for repeal and favored keepin 
the 14- B section which is ore 
against the union shop and lays 
the basis for state right-to-work 
at, The three Democrats seen 
by the union, O’Hara, Dawson 
and ‘Rep. Thomas Gordon (D- 
Sth Dist), all said they favored | 
Taft-Hartley repeals. | 
-Vedro also disclosed the con- 
tents of a letter. which the local 
received from Rep. O’Hara after 
theh interview. “Such confer- 
ences are valuable,” wrote the 
Congressman, “not only because 
they give constituents an oppor- 
tunity to present their views but 
also because such ‘a meeting re- 
sults in a better understanding 
of legislators. It is democracy 


].! in action.” 


The political action commit- 
tee of the local has made ap- 
pointments with a number of 
Congressmen who are to be seen 
during the holiday period. ‘The 
union has a six-point program 


—_ 


\ \ 


on which the Congressmen are 
being quizzed. : 
+ 


ALL OF THOSE visited ex- 
pressed a positive view toward 
the peace issue. Vedro declared 
that the Congressmen all said 
they were in favor of further 
peaceful negotiations between 
East and West. 

The Congressmen all showed 
interest in the opposition of the 
union to the anti-labor Brow- 
nell-Butler Bill and the demand 
that Attorney General Brownell 
withdraw the charges against 
the Mine-Mill Union. 

Dirksen took the occasion to 
criticize Sen. Paul Douglas ()D- 
Ill) for his refusal to meet with 
the Uniited Electrical, Radio & 
Machine Workers on this issue. 
The Republican added that he 
was willing to see everyone at 
all times. 

The delegation received a {a- 
vorable response toward its de- 
mand for federal aid to edrca- 
tion.. The strongest position was 
taken by Rep. O'Hara who also 
declared that he favored: with- 
holding federal aid from those 
states which practice segregution 
ef schools. 


Meat Workers Gain on Disunity 


(Continued from Page. 16), 
“The Jungle,” . laying bare the 
shocking conditions of work in | 
the packing plants. 


industry was again organized, 
under the leadership of William 
Z. Foster, now chairman of the 
Communist Party of the U. S. 
and then one of the nation’s out- 
standing labor leaders. With Fos- 
ter were Jack Johnstone and John | 
Fitzpatrick, president of the Chi- 

cago Federation of Labor. They | 


against the craft-minded official- 


succeed in holding firm the unity | 
of the Negro and white workers. 
Negro-white unity in the pack- | 
ing plants was not to be won | 
until 1937, when the Packing- 
house Workers Organizing Com- | 
mittee based its campaign on — 
unity and on a full-scale indus- 
trial form of organization: As the | 
CIO United Packinghouse Work- 
_ers continued making gains, the 
AFL. Amalgamated Meat Cut- | 


‘« e- , ae . 


ters.alsa began; pxganiaing as a 


:= 


| of the industry between the two 
| unions proved very costly. 


IT WAS 13 years later that the | 
_ UPWA in 1948, which the AFL 


| defeat. 


fought a valiant but losing battle | 
dom of the AFL and could not |¢ 


— s ee eee ~ aoe 


in some areas on an industrial 
basis. But the continued division 


THE 67-DAY strike of the 


Meat Cutters: did not join, re- 
sulted in a setback.’ Once again 


in the long history of the pack-; | 


inghouse workers, disunity led to 
However, the workers 
maintained thetr union and _ their 


| time ‘in: coming~since 1877 


' strength. And in short time. the 
packinghouse workers regained 
many of the 1948 losses, 


Since 1948, the long-learned 
lessons of unity in this indus- 
try were slowly being Applied. 
That was the meaning behind 
‘the message on Dec. 5 to the 
AFL - GIO - convention, “which 
heralded the coming merger of 
the two meat industry unions. 
The telegram had been a long 


in 


ability to quickly regain their 


fact. » 
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THE COMING MERGER 


Quiz | 

CHICAGO: — Qne 
Mine-Mill Local 758, showed the 
way this week in utilizing the 
holiday for visiting Chicago Con- 
gressmen on a number of im- 
portant issues which will be fore- 


most when Congress reconvenes 
on Jan. -3. 


. 


to secure’ from Rep. Barratt 
O'Hara (D-2nd Dist) a definite 
pledge that he will support the 
Diggs resolution to challes ge 
the seating of Mississippi Con- 
gressinen. 

Frank Vedro, Mine-Mill rep- 


ILLINOIS | 
DUSABLE 
EDITION 
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union, The local’s delegation was able 


resentative, said that some of the 
other Congressmeii-visited were 
not yet convinced on support- 
ing this measure, , 
— ; 
THE LOCAL’S delegation of 
10 prem quizzed Rep. William 
L. Dawson (D-7st Dist) on his 
failure to speak out on the Em- 
mett Till lynching and on. his 
silence on the resolution of Rep. - 
Charles Diggs of Michigan. 
Dawson's reply: was that -he saw 
“no need of getting hysterical.” - 
Republican Sen. Everett M. 
Dirksen expressed the opinion 
that the Diggs resolution was 
“interesting but complicated” 
and took a negative view as to 
whether it could succeed. He 
refused to commit himself on 
whether he would support it. 
All of the Congressmen visited. 
by the local; including Dirksen, 
said they favored’ some tax re- 
(Continued on Page 15) 


Meat Workers Gain on 
Old Foe — Disunity 


This is the first of a series of 
three articles on the problems 


of the meat industry workers, . 


the background of their strug- 
gles, the situation today, the 
prespects for the future—espe- 
cially in the light of the impend- 
ing union merger in the indus- 
try. 
By SAM KUSHNER 
CHICAGO. 
In the history-charged AFL- 
C1O merger convention, one of 
the most dramatic and meaning- 
ful events was the announce- 
ment that the leaders of the 
CIO. United Packinghouse and 
the AFL Amalgamated Meat 
Cutters had reached an accord 
which laid the basis ‘for a mer- 
ger of the two organizations in 
the very near future. 


This announcement did not 
come about merely because of 
the wishes of these leaders. In 
the background stood the long 
bitter history of the workers in 
the meat industry, as well as 
two years of negotiations be- 
tween the two unions. 

To understand more fully-the 
forces that will compose this 
powerful merged union when it 
comes into being, it is import- 
ant to appreciate the militant 
record of these workers. This is 
especially true of the meat 
workers who are organized on 
an industrial basis. 

: * 

THE -battle between craft 
and intlustrial forms of union- 
ism raged in the nation’s pack- 
inzghouses for more than 40 
years. It was not resolved with 
finality until the establishment 
of the ClO. During the many 
inter-union battles that took 
place, the packing corporations 
took every advantage of the di- 
Visions_ among the workers. 

It was the efforts of the pack- 
ers to split the packinghouse 
workers along nationality and 
other lines which led to the de- 
feat of a strike in this industry 
almost 80 years ago. The pack- 
inghouse workers had demon- 
strated their fighting spirit in 
1877 by shutting down the-Chi- 
cago stockyards in support of 
the militant national railroad 
strike. 

Two short vears later, a suc- 
cessful united packinghouse 
strike won a 25-cent a day in- 
crease. Spurred by this victory, 
the .workers struck for a closed 
shop agreement. And it was on 
this issue that they were de- 
feated. 

The employers had found the 
means for setting one national 
group against the other. Wages 
were reduced to. 22 cents per 


hour for men, and women 

workers were paid as little as 

eight and a half cents per hour. 
* 

THE historic struggle for the 

eight-hour day, sparked nation- 


wide by the Chicago Federation . 


of Labor, found the militant 
packinghouse workers in the 
forefront. Under the banner of 
the Knights of Labor, the eight- 
hour day was won. But a few 
months later, the companies re- 
instituted the 10-hour day. and 
the packinghouse workers walk- 
ed out of the plants. This time 
the strike was lost as a result of 
the betrayal of opportunist lead- 


ers in the Knights of Labor. 

It was not until the early part 
of the 20th Century that the 
packinghouse workers could 
once again unite their ranks to 
fight back. They made many 
gains and for the first time es- 
tablished seniority rights in the 
industry. However, in 1904, the 
mechanical workers were divid- 
ed from the joint body of the 
packinghouse workers in_ the 
Stockyard Council. The packers 
moved into .this breach and 
smashed the union. 


It was during this period that 


Upton Sinclair wrote his famous 
(Continued on Page 15) 


CHICAGO.—Enrnie Banks, Ne- 
gro star of the Chicago Cubs, 
has an off-season job as a union 
organizer. 

He will help the Teamsters 
Union in Chicago with its organ- 
izing campaign in the warehouse 
and mail order field. 

Banks, considered the best 
shortstop in the National League 
and mainstay of the Cubs’ team, 
has become a staff representa- 
tive for Teamsters Local ‘743 
which has its main base at Mont- 
gomery Ward. 

Local president Don Peters 
announced that Banks will -be 
working for the union until 
spring training next March. He 
said that the Cubs’ star has the 
ability to do an excellent off- 
season job for the union. 

Ernie Banks’ father is a mem- 


“CUB STAR ERNIE BANKS ON 
UNION'S ORGANIZING TEAM 


ber of the Teamsters Union in 
Dallas, Texas. 


One of the most hard-working, 
talented and promising major 
leaguers, Banks was voted the 
star sophomore of the National 
League at the close of his sec- 
ond season with the Cubs. | 


He broke all records as a 
hard-slugging shortstop, hitting 
44 home runs during the season. 
He is also in the record books as 
holding thé all-time mark for 
grand-slam homers, hitting five 
into the stands with the bases 
loaded. : 


The Teamsters Local 743, 
which has scored at Montgom+ 
ery Ward, long, an open-shop 
holdout, is looking for a grand- 
slam organizing season—with the . 


help of Ernie Banks. # 
ig 


See Illinois Farmers Hardest Hit 


CHICAGO.—Thousands of Il- 
linois farmers are being forced 
of the land, according to a re- 
port issued this week by the 
Federal Reserve Bank of Chi- 
cago. 

The steady decline of farm 
income has resulted in the bank- 
ruptcy of small farmers through- 


at’ whet + 
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out the Midwest. However, the 
Federal Reserve in its report on 
four Midwest states, found IIli- 
nois to be hardest hit. . It was 
revealed that there has been a 
wiping out of more than 10 per- 
cent of the farms in this- state 
in the last four years. 


The report summarized as 
follows on a preliminary Mid- 
west census report just complet- 
ed: “The number of farms is 


‘ declining and the average size is 


increasing. The increase in aver- 
age size reflects the larger num- 
ber of farms 220 acres and 


over. 
a 


SOME of the sharpest critic- 
ism against the Eisenhower Ad- 
ministration from the Farmers 


Union and other farm groups is 
that its policies have benefited 


the wealthy farmers at the ex- 


pense of the family-sized farm- 
ers. 


Secretary of Agriculture Ezra 
Benson has been accused of de- 
liberately pursuing a policy of 
forcing the smaller farmers off 


the land. 

The trend of large farm corpo- 
rations swallowing up the small- 
er farmers is clearly seen in the 


6 ge 


Many Areas Vie in Sub- Drive for 


Honors at Jan. 14 Worker Party 


Illinois is pereolating along 
on The Worker sub drive in fine 
style, the drive figures showed 
this week. 


When this issue went to 
press, the 10 percent mark was 
pretty close to being reached. 
And the 30 percent goal by Jan. 
14 seemed more realizable. 


The problem for Worker 
builders this week was this — 
how to keep the holidays from 
throwing them for a loss. 


Many areas, including the 
city-leading Central West Side 


area, seemed determined to step 
up the pace, using the twe Mon- 


day days-off to good advantage. 

In close competition was the 
Lawndale area, with the 9th 
Congressional not far behind. 


These three areas may be the 
candidates for the high honors 
on Jan. 14, when the big Work- 


er Birthday Celebration takes 
place — unless some other area 


* overtakes them. 


Some of the details of the 
Birthday Celebration were com- 
ing clear this week. This will be 
a combination affair, including: 
dancing, 4 disc jockey show, hi- 
fi music, a hootenanny, Negro 
and national group cultural pre- 
sentations. And the special 

uests will be Worker writers 
ye e Morris, labor editor, an 
Joseph North, columnist. 

More details later — but set 
aside Saturday evening, Jan. 14 
for The Worker's gala 32nd 
birthday partyl 


ff 


Federal Reserve Bank report. 
Illinois is shown as the state 
where this process is most wide- 
spread in comparison to Wis- 
consin, Indiana and Iowa. In 
this state, the last four years 
has increased the acre size of the.) 
average farm by almost 10 per- 
cent, 
* 

FOR the Midwest as a whole, 
the 1950-54 period has revealed 
a three per cent increase in 
farms 220 acres and over,:a five 
percent decline in the number 
of 100-219 acres farms, a 20 per- 
cent decline in the number of 
3-99 acre farms. 


The survey showed a marked 
increase in the number of farms 
under three acres, reflecting the 
trend toward suburban living 
and toward the ——- small 
plots by suburban families. 


However, it was also shown 
that it has become more difficult 
for small farmers to continue 
farming and also hold a full- 
time or part-time industrial job. 
The bank report reveals a de- 
crease in the farm operators who 
also work off their farms. 

The study showed that the old 
type of general farming is on the 
decline. The trend is toward 
greater specialization and an in- 
crease in the proportion of farms 


receiving most of their income 
from sales of crops. 


bait Michigan Mrs. Roosevelt, 45 Others, Ask 


Pu, 
qui: 


PF is “~ 3 a lon Christmas Amnesty for | 
— ‘The WOFKEE 16 smith Act Prisoners 


office at New Yorn, N. Y., under the act of March 3, 1879 


Vol. XX, No, 52. 
(16 Pages) 


—_>* 


DECEMBER 25, 1955 
Price 10 Cents’ 


Ke 
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Secession 
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Howard Fast’s 
Column 
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Joe North’s 
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James Allen 
On Socialist 
Markets 
—See Page 5 
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Meany Attack on 
Liberals Misfires 
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* 
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Ben Levine Reviews TY 


—See Page 8 
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Xmas Message 
From Us to You 


IN THIS HOLIDAY season, 
we salute our readers, the most . 
wonderful people in our land. 
We offer a special salute to the 
several thousand self-sacrificing, 
devoted souls have given and 
collected nearly $40,000 in our 
papers year-end $64,000 fund 


appeal. 


- 


f we 

Received last week $ 2,085.75 

Total to date (Wed) $39,421.46 r NYO 

Still to go $24,578.54 ) | AUK 
Send your contributions to | ONY 

P.O. Box 136, Cooper Station, 


New York City 3, N. Y.; or bring 
to 35 E. 12th St., 8th floor, 
N. Y. C. 

_ ee J 


But, alas, much as wed love 
to avoid talking about it at such 
a time we, have no choice but 
to call attention to the $25,000 
to go. We need the whole 
amount to get through this final 
week of 1955 without adding 
to our already-oppressivé bur- 
den of debt. And we'll have to 
keep plugging. 

What- worriés us is that at 
the present rate of $2,000 or so 
a week, we have no idea how 
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we'll complete the year even 
with what we can borrow. 


See Pages 


awe" Two Pages on AFL-CIO Resolutions na; 


-on Page 12) 
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16 Smith Act Prisoners 


| ON CHRISTMAS DAY, 1921, Eugene Victor Debs, champion of peace, socialism 
and the cause of the working class, walked out of the federal prison at Atlanta, a free man 


ands of trade unions had. pressed 
the President to act. 

At this Christmas season, 34 
years later, the widow of another 
President and_45 other prominent 
Americans made public their letter 
urging President Eisenhower to 
grant Christmas amnesty to 16 
Communist Parfy leaders now in 
prison under the Smith Act. 

Their action was announced to 
the press by Rev. A. J. Muste, sec- 
retary emeritus of the Fellowship 
of Reconciliation. Their letter urg- 
ed that sentences of the sixteen 
be commuted to time already serv- 
ed and that the cases of another 
180 under the Smith Act pending 
before trial or appeal courts be 
postponed: 

Signers include: Mrs. Eleanor 
Roosevelt; Dean John C. Bennett 
of Union Theological Seminary; 


by virtue of a Christmas amnesty granted by President W 


Lewis Mumford; Norman Thomas; | 


> 


MUMFORD 


arren 
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G. Harding after thous- 


Elmer Rice, playwright; Chaplain ™eut with the philosophy of the} 
Communist Party and with essen- | 


John M. Krumm of Columbia Uni- 
versity; Stephen Cary, secretary of 
the American Section, American 
Friends Service Committee, Phil- 
adelphia; Henry Steele Commager, 
Columbia University, A. J. Muste 
and others. | 

The petitioners point out that 
they “are in fundamental disagree- 
ment with the philosophy of the 
Communist Party and with essen- | 


' 
; 


tial elements in its program and are , 
motivated in theif present action | 
by their attachment to the dem-' 
ocratic way of life.” | 

The statement quotes the dis- 
senting opinion of Justice Black 


when the conviction of the 11 top, 


Communist Party leaders was be- 
fore the Supreme Court to the 
effect that the defendants were’ 
not charged with “acts of any| 
kind designed to overthrow the 
government’ nor with “saying or | 
writing anything “designed to ac-' 
complish that ebjective but only 
with the purpose to “use speech or 
newspapers in the future to teach 
«nd advocate the forcible over-' 
throw of the government.” | 

ht is pointed out that recently 
the Supreme Court has agreed to 
consider review of the California 
convictions under the Smith Aet. 
It is urged that an amnesty now 


“would. give proof of our con- 
fidence in democratic institutions, || 


it. 


tial elements in its program and 
are motivated’ in their present ‘ac- 


tion. by their attachment to the: 
democratic way of life and the” 


desire to maintain and strengthen 
“We call attention to Supreme 
Court Justice Black's description 
of the character of the Smith Act 
and the trial of Communist Party 


leaders under it in his dissenting 


opinion. 

“Recently the Supreme Court 
itself by agreeing to review the 
California Smith Act prosecutions 
has recognized the appropriateness 
of a ‘second look’ at the Act. 
“Among the 16 for. whom we 


(Continued on Page - 13) 


| Assignment: USA 
Joe North Writes 
'Some Xmas Cards 


By JOSEPH NORTH 


LIKE many of you I have 
been toiling under the mid- 


night lamp over the Christ- 
mas cards, Time being what it 
is I realize with dismay that I 
cannot possibly , send all the 
greetings . I 

would want to 

send, for some 

of the _ folk 

whose hands I 

want to clasp 

—by proxy of 

the postman— 

do not know 

me. And yet I 

want to con- 

vey to them my oe 
gratitude for their works. 

At the top of my list are the 
men and women who will not 
be around the table when the 
carolers are in the cold streets 
outside, who will not sit in the 
warmth of their families. I think 
of the men and women behind 
iron bars who have committed 
no crimes except the one which 
is regarded by the authorities as — 
the most heinous of all. They 
‘strove to make real and perma- 
nent the peace on earth, good 
‘will ‘to men which others sing 
about. | , | 

a, e 

I THINK of the young fathers 
and mothers whose children long 
for them and to’ them I have 
sent my profoundest greetings, 
these Americans who are in jail 
because of a tyrannical Smith 
Act which threatens every man 
and woman of Labor. 

And it is heart-warming to 
learn, as this is written, that a 
committee of respected citizens 


| THOMAS = 


is urging amnesty for them and 
the revocation of the law that 


Did Roy Cohn Write AFL-CIO President's Speech? 
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Meany’s Attack on Liberals Gets Cold Response — 


By GEORGE MORRIS 


‘“WHERE IS GEORGE MEANY trying to take the newly-formed AFL-CIO?” That 
question was raised in many quarters last wee k—the first week after the merger, after the 
AFL-CIO president's ill-fated effort to reach a “non-aggression” pact with the National As- 


sociation of Manufacturers and his 
aggressive attack upon _ India 
Burma and Yugoslavia, and upon 
America’s liberals. 

This week’s developments also 


and would contribute to world ),,4 strong confirmatidn to predic- 


peace by encouraging and inspir- | 
ing the friends of the United States 
and winning new ones. 

The statement said in part: 

“We respectfully urge you to 
grant an amnesty commuting the 
sentence of the 16 men and women 
now in prison under the Smith 
Act (Alien Registration Act of 
1940) to time already served, and 
to use your influence to secure the 
postponement of trials in the 180. 
cases presently awaiating Trial 
Court of Appeals Court decisions 
under the Act. 


' 


“Those who present this peti- luncheon attended by 1,200 liber- the 


tions that differences will sharpen 
on many basic issues between 
the former AFL’s tory wing and 
the former CIO unions. Leaders 
of the ClO wing arent saying 
much in public. They can hardly 
risk an internal struggle at this 
stage. But voices in the ranks of 
liberals (of the ADA line) closely 
associated with these leaders are 
being heard. 


SPEAKING before the National 
Religion and Labor Foundation 


MEANY 


executive board, 


ICFTU's 


tion are in fundamental disagree-’ als, labor leaders and members of |Meany concentrated his attack on 


'D. of J. Moves Against UE Under 


> | 


MetCarran Police-State Law 


THE DEPARTMENT of Justice moved against the United | 


Electrical, Radio and Machine Workers last week, to have the 
union labelled “communist-dominated” under the 1954 so-called 


Communist Control Act. 


The petition, filed by Attorney General Brownell and William 
F. Tompkins, assistant in charge of internal security, is the second 
such major anti-labor act by the Department in recent months. 


The other union involved is the 


Mine, Mill and Smelter Workers 


which is challenging the petition in court. 
Under the law the 100,000 member UE must now submit to 
hearings before the Subversive Activities Control Board, to answer 


the charge of “communist domination.” 


If SACB upholds the 


Depattment’s petition, the union will lose all rights under the 
National Labor Relations Act, and as few as 20 percent of its 
members may appeal for new elections of officers and representa- 


tives. : 
ie UE is now en 


in a long strike in ten Westinghouse 


plants, The attack on the:Mine, Mill, and Smelter Union ‘was also 
made while ‘the ‘union was involved in a‘ strike against copper 


magnates. 
— : 


— 
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‘America’s liberals for being “anti- 
anti-Comunists” and “stone silent 
| about the alleged “concentration 
‘camps” in the Soviet Union. 

| 


‘can be no neutrality in the war 


‘on Communism and that “Nehru| 


and Tito are not neutral. They 
‘are.aides and allies in fact and in 
effect” of the Communists. 

| Meany went so far as to de- 
nounce the statements of Khrush- 
‘chev and Bulganin in Burma and 


Roy Cohn. Joe Lash, the Post's 
foreign affairs writer, quoted with 
K. T. Tripathi, representative of | 


India's National Labor Congress] 


on the ICTFU, as saying that CIO 
leaders had expressed to him strong 
feelings against Meanys speech. 
Lash added: 

“Meany’s speech has reawaken- 
ed concern whether the united la-| 
bor movement will back the ex- 
tremist policy lines of Senator, 
Knowland.” 


* 


LASH ako noted that while 
Meany’s.spéech was received cold-| 
ly Reuther’s speech before the 
same-Amcheon, in which he stressed | 
his “positive approach”—economic | 


\aid_ to underdeveloped ; countries | 


; 


i 


His main theme was that there’ 


ind .wiping out racialism within 
America~got a: much warmer re-, 


» ception’ from the audience. While 


Reuther ‘did not take “direct issue” | 
with. Meany, :wrote Lash, his re-' 
marks “indieated a wide gap be- 
tween his foreign policy approach 
and Meany'’s,”: and he concluded: 

“Before the merger there was 
considerable. speculation in labor | 


circles as to how the united labor 


'Reuther’s views on. foreign policy. 
.. Lash. -also- noted that. Senator 


movement would be able to bridge 


this gulf between Meany’s and 


| 


| 


‘India when they told the welcom- Know! arid | praised: Meany’s’ posi- 


ing people where they build their 
future as they see fit without de- 
ipendence on the Western powers, 


‘who ‘oppressed them for centuries. | 


Meany called this 
verse.” | 
Dorothy Schiff, ‘publisher of the 


to sk ow6 «6jO med 


ADA-line liberal New York ‘Post; 
commented that Meanys speech ,“ 
; iy 'read as though it was written’ by ~ 
JIN 


“racialism in re- “ 


tion: as: far -better“than. that of a 


oh. 
- 


@eat many ‘Anicrican diplomats. 


Meariy’s popularity wi 
landites ‘was further confirmed in| 
column by David. Lawrenée: 


ity with the Know-, 


'(Monday, Dec. 19) in which he 


also praised Meany in similar terms. 
nd reprinted more than half of, 


BOTS! BK 


| (Continued on Page 12)! 
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put them in prison. I am eer- 
tain this augurs a train of events 
that will open the doors upon 
men and women like Elizabeth 
Gurley Flynn, Jacob Mindel, 
Alexander Bittelman, Robert 
Thompson, Gus Hall, Pettis Perry 
and the others who will, one day 
in our time, be honored as the 


heroes and heroines of this age. 
4 mn 


': I WANT to send the season’s 


greetings to Mrs. Mamie Brad- 
ley, whose magnificent strength 
of spirit surmounts an enormous 
grief as.she crusades through the 
land to end the atrocity that 
murdered her child, Emmett Till. 
And to the indomitable Negroes 
who live: under the terror of the 
assassination which has already 
picked many of their neighbors 
off because they take their stand 
for the rights inherent to us all. 

I have brought my greetings 


“in person to a Negro woman I 


know who is in a valiant fight 
against death as she lies in a 
crim hospital ward of the city. 
Through the spasms of pain, her 
eyes lit up as I answered the 
questions she gasped about her 
friends who are continuing the 
fight to which she has dedicated 
her life. 

There is grandeur in the ten- 
acity to which:she clutches life 
as death stares into her face. 
You know that she commands 
herself to live so that she can 
return to her place in the ranks 
of battle. 

She recalls for-me the men 
and women of colonial lands 
whom I want to greet, those who 
gathered at Bandung in far-off 
Indonesia to mark another turn- 
ing-point in man’s history. 

* 

MY GREETINGS would go 
to all those who made possible 
the merged strength of fifteen 
million American workingmen 
and workingwomen for doubtless 
time will record this as a boon 
to all our countrymen who’ 
strive for a nation truly prosper- 
ous, truly free, truly in peace 
with .all. 

And there are many personal 
friends, some of whom do not 
see eye to eye with me in poli- 
tics and other matters but in 
whom the spark of freedom 
glows for all man. 

I think of my friend Giuseppe 
who insists that he will vote for 
Fisenhower if he runs but who 
also believes that Bill Foster is 
the greatest man the working- 
class has produced in this coun- 
try. 

I think of my friend, the lay- 
preacher who says socialism is 
unnecessary but who believes 
that Marxists are the true be- 
lievers. “They shall sit at God's 
right: hand because their works 
are good even though they ex- 
pect no reward in Heaven.” 

* 

OH THERE are so many, that 
I know I would never manage 
to send ther all the greetings 
I feel they merit. Because I have 
a decided concern for the cultural 
life of our nation I would want 
to greet all the writers who toil 
on in their lonely rooms to pro- 
duce truth and beauty in these 
dark days when God alone 
knows how their works — will 
break through the barriers of 
commercial silence to reach the 
audiences that they should 
reach. 

I should want to send a card 
to each of the cast that played, 
for example, in The Diary bf 
Ann Frank, and to the others 
off-Broadway who appear be- 
fore small audiences because 


producers. fear the big stories 
they tell. 
* 


AND BECAUSE I have not 
outgrown the interests of. a 
younger geneition that revels 
in the achievements of the dia- 


(Continued on’ Page 13) . 
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Chrysler Vi 
Actions to 


DETROIT. — DeSoto-Chrysler 


members of UAW-AFL-CI1O Local 
262 authorized a strike vote to 
battle speedup last Sunday. The 
company is moving in to destroy 
standards of production that have 
been in effect for three or four 
years. 

Two workers have been fired 


on the Bock lite Chrome job for 


crossing the line after eight’ work- 
ers were given a week off for 
crossing while doing their job. 


These two fired workers had just! 


come back after a week off for the 
same deal. : 

DeSoto wants to cut five teams 
off a 13-team operation. Union 


‘spokesmen say that the speedup: 


drive is on throughout the shop. 
The company has hinted that it 
will take the fired workers 
if they -will agree to the destruc- 
tion of the production standards, 
meaning the sky would be the lim- 
it on production. | 

At another Chrysler plant, Ply- 
mouth, a 10 percent cut in man- 
power went into effect this last 
week with Plymouth bosses seek- 
ing to put over an increase in pro- 
duction. The company is resche- 
duling the operations cutting the 
production lines back from 75 cars 
an hour to 65, because the dealers 


aren't selling that new 1956 Ply- 
' mouth. | 


The production hoist may range 
from 10° percent to 15 percent 
with the union girding for a strug- 
gle to stop it. Several weeks ago 
the Plymouth Local licked a 15 


al handlers which the company 
tried to put over by a twist of 
reclassifications. Action on the job. 
licked the cut. 

A sample of the “human engin- 


eering” by Plymouth js seen in the 
stor 


‘ 
; 
; 


hour. 
it became known that Chrysler 


probationary workers who have no 
union protection until they work 


90 days in the plant and then go 


in the seniority list. 
One probationary employe hit 


‘his hand with a hammer and un- 
ider doctor's orders stayed off for 
five days. He was fired because he 


stayed away “too long.” These 
probationaries many of them be- 
ing fired outright cannot draw Un- 
employment Compensation and 


are thus left without a job and 


practically no money on the eve 
of Christmas. Truly a “Forward 


Look” by a corporation that’s ex-!from the AFL who will participate known. Diggs when he was a mem- 
deliberations and many|ber of the State Senate always par- 
panels that will be set up. Over! ticipated in these annual meetings. 


pected to make $100 million in 
profit after taxes in 1955. 
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of what's happening to the’. 
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kers Use Je 
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The ‘Forward Look’ at Chrysler 
Doesn’t Apply to Work Setups 


_DETROIT.—The Chrysler work-ithe cockroaches are afraid to go 
ers are checking upon that “For-/it alone. They.always go in gangs 


ward Look” the company adver- 
tises all over in billboards in Amer- 
ica. It sure don't exist in their 
policy towards the workers who 
are turning out the Plymouths, 
Dodges and Chryslers. 

_A couple. of examples. At the 
Plymouth plant the company “re- 


classified” the jobs of 135 material | 


try to cut their wages 15 cents an 
This was the week after 


had made over $70 million in prof- 


its after taxes in the first nine 


months of 1955. It took two job 
actions by the workers to “con- 
vince” management that wage- 
cutting will not be tolerted. 

* 


AT DQDGE MAIN plant the; 


“Forward Look” get scored by the 
workers especially up in depart- 
ment 91 in the spray booths where 


‘between the booths is a death trap. 


Water and paint spread all over 
the floor and two open conveyors 
run side by side. If a man ever 
gets his foot caught beween the 


. ‘dogs on these conveyo Wi 
cents an hour. wage cut for materi-|©°% € eyors he will 


be crippled for life. 

While this health hazard pre- 
vails the Chrysler Corporation ac- 
tually is trying to put a 10 per- 
cent cut in the janitor force, into 
effect. 


This is how the “Forward Look” 
works backward on the 1956 new 
Dodge. A worker with a wry 
sense of humor declared that de- 


‘partment 91 is so filthy that even 


' 
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| 


' 
i 


| 


back handlers and then proceeded to; 


Star Building of the Ford Rouge 


; 


‘mission operating according 


‘on a downgrade which will result 


' 
; 


of a hundred’ or so as they are 
afraid of disease from the filth in 
the washrooms. 


Automation and 
No-Sales Push 
Out Workers 


DEARBORN.—Out: here ir the 


plant there used to be an opera- 
tion where 16 machines with. five 
ment put out production. Today 
with automation imtroduced on 
this operation, three machines do 


the same work with only one man’ 
left, who pushes a button. _ 7 

As. a result this type of automa- 
tion plus stockpiling of materials 
has caused layoffs back to 1948 
seniority and also layoffs of proba- 
tionary employes in the building. 
The total layoffs in the building 
being around 80 people. 

In the Dearborn Stamping plant 


about 146 have been laid off. The 
schedule of the Standard Trans- 
to 
Ford Facts, union newspaper, is 


in lower production for depart- 
ments 6981, 6980, 6978 and 6979. 

It’s reported also that cutbacks, 
which means layoffs are either 
pending or in effect in some other 
Rouge buildings. | 


State PAC-Conference, Lansing, © 
Jan. 27-28, MeNamara Speaks 


LANSING. — On Jan 27-28 here 1,000 people are expected. 


at the Olds Hotel, the annual state- 
wide PAC conference of CIO locals 
will be held to map out program 


and policies for the 1956 election' Whether Michigan’s only , Negro 


work. 
In attendance will be members 


the 


Detroit Publishers Fail to Meet Union 
Wage Demands and Mum on Speedup Issue 


| The 
Stereotypres whose battle for high-' 


DETROIT.—The striking union 


er wages and against speedup has 
shut down since Dec. 1 for the first 
time in 100 years this city’s metro- 
politan newspapers, have refused 
a publishers offer on wages. 
stereotypers were reported offered 
$2.50 a week raise in place of the 
$10 tHey seek. They spurned it. 


No offer came from the pub- 
lishers on the main beef, the speed- 
up issue. This speedup is the in- 
creasing load on stereotypers due 
to use of 4-color pages in the dai- 
lies, which require more stereo 
work than the ordinary mats and 
plates for 1-color work. The union 


The} 
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Main speakers will be U. S. Sen. 
Fat McNamara and Gov. Mennen 
Williams, also Walter Reuther. 


Congressman, Charles Diggs, Jr., 
will be invited to speak is not yet 


Stereotypers bargaining 
committee its understood made a 


lishers of the Detroit Times, News 
and Free Press. 

Negotiations meanwhile are go- 
ing on at different days and times 
between the publishers and half a 
——— other newspaper unions, in- 


advertising workers, drivers and 
photoengravers. 

Six of the unions have agreed 
that no union will return until all 
unions have won their demands. 


counter offer on wages to the pub-| 000 press run. It gives a complete- 


cluding the printers, pressmen, | tions at the Detroit Free Press on 
mailers. newspaper reporters and | a new contract and expects to open 


ee 


er.” Last weekend it succceeded 
in coming out in 16 pages and 100,- 


ly objective view of daily, national 
and international events and is re- 
“eiving scores of letters daily from 
readers. Up to then it was a four- 
page sheet. 

The Guild is conducting negotia- 


a wage issue with the Detroit 
Times after Jan. 1. The Detroit! 
News reportorial workers are not 


unionized and even though the) 
News has no newspaper due to the’ 


‘ 1d strike, the News. management has 
The American Newspaper Guild, | a}jed its reporters, advertising’ 


that represents the reporters, edi-| people to work daily, pays them for. 


according to president George torial workers and adevrtising peo- 
Robinson of Local 9, demands that} ple at the Times and Free Press 
the work be performed outside | have added to this the demand that 
regular shift hours at a minimum/no one recurn until back pay. is 


sitting around. This is to defeat aj 


Guild organizational drive going on' — 


among News employees. 


amount of overtime to relieve the 
excessive work load. The union 
also demands that work done for 
any edition on a shift not con- 
nected with that edition be regard- 


paid some 4,000 people locked out 
by the publishers, following the 
practical lockout of the Stereotyp- 
ers, Dec. 1. , 

Meanwhile public support is be- 


The Wi 


ed as overtime. The union on Dec.|ing widely demonstrated for the 
1 voted 146 to 1 for strike when|newspaper people. It displays it- 
the publishers refused to make a'self thus. The Newspaper Guild 
bargaining move after the strike; members are staffing a daily news- 


meeting had been called. 


Send news, advertisements, sub- 
scriptions for the Michigan edi- 


tion to: Wm. Allan, editor, 2419 
W. Grand River, Detroit, 1. 


| pdper called “The Detroit Report-| 


j 
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VACANCY. We hear that Jack Conway, Walter Reuther’s ad- 
ministrative assistant who is trying to get elected soon as the new 
Regional Director in the Illmois district for UAW, may not make 
it. Lecal Chicago forces leok with favor on someone else. 

' * 

SKILLED. The Society of Skilled Trades, the rump outfit of 

skilled people trying to set up a separate union of skilled workers 


Yj 


away from UAW is falling on slim times. Larry Davidow, redbaiter, 
. former mouthpiece for Homer Martin, with his presenee isn’t help- 


ing the splinter group. Some of the leaders of the outfit face a trial 
board in Fleetwood Local 15, UAW, where they carry also a UAW 
card. Many of these leaders of the Society of Skilled Trades are 
company leaders in the shop, redbaiters and company stooges. 

* 

PREDICT. Newsweek, the weekly magazine, that ought to 
know predicts big cutbacks in the auto production in January. If 
they were hep to the issue they would know the cuthacks already 
started—read the Michigan Worker about Plymouth, Ford. 

* 

GREETINGS. The many probationary emploves at Ford and 
Plymouth who are getting laid off or fired now will rece‘ve a ulcer 
provoking greeting this coming week. It will be a Xmas gard or 
letter’ from either Henry Ford II or “Tex” Colbert of Chrysler, wish- | 
ing them a Merry Xmas and “Prosperous” New Year. Many of these — 
probationary workers are fired and thus are not able to draw: un- 
employment compensation. Nice greetings, eh what. 

vs , 

NEW GAG, Auto new car dealers are approaching many Iecal 
unions to be allowed to spend certain time two or three days a weck 
to stand in the union hall and try to line up workers to bay a 1956 
car. Dodge is doing this at ocal 3 hall: Brother who said‘it wasnt 
getting rough to make a_ buck. 

* 

A BRAIN. Newsmen are saying that the Immigration chiefs 
out on East Jefferson have finally put someone to work out there 
who has a brain. Sample, Tom Dutton, 70-year-old trade unionist 
was told by Immigration he should disregard the order to leave on 
Dec. 22 with 40 pounds of baggage. The trick here being, first to 
yet off- the unfavorable publicity hook so near Xmas, secondly to 
deport Dutton at some future date when the “heat is off.” 

n | 

PUBLISHERS PETS. Is it true that publishers pets are being 
quietiy called back to work on the editorial side on some of the 
struck newspapers, Times, Free Press. If its found out to be true, 


, someone should get some ink and we don't mean maybe. 


* 
STUDEBAKER. Studebaker workers in California face a wage 
cut and the company faces a strike, unless its ironed out by Feh. 1, 
date of expiration of contract. Company playing the same game as 
it did in South Bend, Ind., plant where it got away with a wage 
cut. The South Bend Local 5 leadership was defeated fer office 


because of. that wage cut. 
* 


CHEVROLET. New publicity committee putting eut the 
Searchlight, union Chevy paper in Flint. They are part of the old 
progressive core of the Chevrolet local, paper gct some news now. 

* 


RANK AND FILE. Auto workers don’t buy the cheap politics 
being used by some porkchoppers in UAW whd are “me tooing” 
Jim Carey's snotnose retort to Mine Workers leader John L. Lewis 
when Lewis asked for repayment of a $1,650,000 given the CJO 
during the organizing davs. The Miners Unien has big unemploy- 
ment and that money might have gone to help laid off miners. 

* 


SIXTH. Labor forces in the Sixth Congressional District are 
having heartburn about this Congressman they got, Don Hayworth. 
Everywhere he goes he apes Dulles. line of heating up the cold 
war. He votes contrary to labor positions and amony the farmers 
he is received with mixed reactions. His opponent. will be the 
McCarthyite Kit Clardy, GM stooge. Labor would be very happy 
if Hayworth got lost somewhere. 

7 

ILL. Rev. Charles A. Hill, recent Democratic candidate for 
Congress in the 15th District, Detroit is ill. He is at the Women’s 
Hospital. 

© 

WORTH REPEATING. The chief reason for the productivity 
drive is securing maximum profits. Today’s auto companies find the 
drive fer maximum profits a necessity if they are to survive in the 
competition between themselves and in the overall struggle for a 
redivision of the restricted capitalist world market (a restriction 
which is in part self imposed by the embargoes on trade with the 
Socialist world). 

* 

WARNING. Dr. Sherman Adams, American bankers associa- 
tion economist two weeks ago warned businessmen that prosperity 
“has been powered by an‘increase in personal borrowing that can- 
nct be sustained indefinitely.” Howard Sheperd, chairman of the 
NYC First National Bank recently declared the “boom cannot con- 
tinue at the pace‘set this year.” 

' * 

OLD NEWSBOYS. In order to win public support for their 
union busting, the publishers of the Detroit Times, Free Press and 
News will go outside to some printshop and get the Old Newsboys 
paper printed for sale on the day it is sold. The Detroit Reporter, 
newspaper issued by the strikers had offered the Old Newsboys a 
issue of the Detroit Reporter, but the Old Newsbovs decided to 
take the scab deal from the publishers. So just remember that. The 
Old Newsboys in Berkely, Michigan, used the Detroit Reporter, 


| but not the Detroit branch of this setup. 
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Quality Food at Reasonable Prices 


_ DETROIT WORKMEN’S 
COOPERATIVE RESTAURANTS. 


First Branch: 2934 YEMANS 


@ Second Branch: 9238 JOSEPH CAMPAU 
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F rameup Ha nging ire 


By WILLIAM ALLAN 


DETROIT. — The UAW-CIO 
is supposed to get a straight reply 
on Jan. 16 from Federal Judge 
Frank Picard on their motion to 
kick out the Ford, General Motors 
sponsored indictment of the union 
for alleged violation of the_politi- 
cal section of the Taft - Hartley 
Act. The indictment is brought by 
the Eisenhower government. 


to newsmen that no such moves 
were being made against Big Busi- 
ness subsidizing the GOP, 

There are four counts in the 
frameup indictment and-the max- 
imum penality upon conviction is 
a $5,000 fine on each count. The 


amended by Taft-Hartley, forbid- 
ding unions to make a contribu- 


The framexp being wrapped: 


around the union consists in charg- 
ing them with law violations be- 
cause they paid $5,985 from their 
general fund, acquired by dues 
payments, for broadcasting _ be- 
tween July 11,.1954 and the elec- 
tions, in behalf of the candidacy 
of U.S. Senator Pat McNamara. 


A hearing was held on Dec. 9 
before Pieard on the union’s pre- 
trial motion to kick out the frame- 


up. Pickrd with lots of gush from! 


the bench, stalled on the issue and 
Jaid it over until Jan. 23, using 
the usual plea of “giving every 
side all the opportunity it needs.” 
He played the same record in the 
Smith Act frameup trial in 1954 
but obviously had his mind made 
up a long time before. 


The time of the court hearing 
before Picard was consumed most- 
ly, the attorneys and the audience 
- having to listen to a running chat- 
ter by the judge on any and all 
sundry questions, from football to 
his favorite newspaper the Detroit 
Free Press, now being struck by 
newspaper unions. : 

Emil Mazey, UAW secretary- 
treasurer lost no time once Picard 
adjourned in telling newsmen 
what he thought of the indictment. 
He repeated his angry charge that 
it is a Republican effort and con- 
Spiracy to silence the voice of la- 
bor on the eve of 1956. 

A small sample of the biased 
character is the presence at the 
prosecution table of Fred Kaees, 
U.S. District Attorney, and form- 
er Wayne County Republican 
chairman. 

“He got his payoff from the 
1952 elections” said Mazey, point- 


rassed silence__ “now he is out 
to prosecute us so that he can 
stay in office with all the rest.” 
Mazey expressed surprise at 
lack of some peoples knowledge 
of how the First Amendment was 
being raped by this indictment. 
He charged that freedom of 
speech, press and thought were all 
threatened and made the point 


Did You Join the 
$30 Club Yet? 


The $30 club catching on here 
with a number of readers already 


tion in connection with any elec- 
tion for federal office. 

While the issue was first goad- 
ed on by the Ford Motor. Co. 
agent John Feikens, chairman of 
the Republican Party in Michigan, 


law allegedly violated is the Fed-; 


eral Corrupt Practices Act, as|the indictment against 
| 


| 


; 


the ball was quickly taken up by’ 
the Ejisenhower-Cadillac Cabinet,'Harold Cranefield, Arthur Rauh. 


messrs C, E. Wilson, Arthur Sum- 
merfield etc. The FBI checked 
into the UAW campaign expendi- 
tures (now is doing same , its re- 
ported of Ford Local 600). An in- 
vestigation was ordered by the U. 
S. Attorney General Brownell and 
a Grand Jury proceeding brought 
e UAW. 

On er 24, 1955, after coming 
out of the Crand Jury, Mazey 
characterized the move by saying, 
“this can be viewed only as using 
a Federal police agency by the 


Party in power to frighten the un-j 


ion and its members from freely 
expressing their political views.” 
Attorneys for the UAW are 


i 
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DIFFERENCE BETWEEN A 


LABOR SENATOR AND STOOGE 


DETROIT. — We are glad to,ernment decisions. Potter, Yes; 


furnish our readers an estimate of | McNamara, No. 


how a labor U. S. Senator votes 
compared with the stooge of GM 


| 
! 


Then of course on the issues of 
civil rights, defense of the Bill of 


>| Rights and U. S. Constitution, Me- 


Ford and Michigan Big Business.!Namara has followed labor's posi- 


The labor Senator is Pat Mc- 
Namara and the auto magnate 


stooge is Charles Potter, formerly 


of the House Un-American Activi- 
ties Committee, who recently got 
rid of his press secretary because 


. . |he talked against McCarthy. 
ing to Kaees, who sat in embar- 


The partial comparison of the 


voting record of the two men shows 


the following score card: 


1.—Vote on amendment to pro- 
vide a $20 tax cut for each tax- 
payer, plus a $10 cut for each de- 
pendent and to continue corpora- 
tion tax rates and repeal tax re- 
lief for corporations and ° stock 


‘holders. Amendment defeated 44- 


50, Potter, No; McNamara, Yes. 


2.—Passage of a 8.59 percent 
postal pay raise over the President's 
veto. Eisenhower vetoed the bill, 
insisted on a lower average figure. 
‘Passage defeated (veto sustained) 
54-39 (two-thirds vote required) 
Potter No (that is against higher 
pay raise) McNamara Yes. 

3.—Vote on amendment to limit 


having sent in a portion of their 
$30, to make them members in the 
1,000 member group, pleading to 
put the Daily Worker and Worker 
drive over the top. 

In Michigan, P.R. joined the $30 
club and brought in $30, pledging 
that “more will come.” A.N. 
brought in $15 and pledged to have 


the rest soon. B.B. has $4, D.L.| 


has $12, S.W. has $5, B.A. and 
S.A. has $10. A number of others 
have said they want. to join the 
$30 club, but to do so, you have 
to say it with $$$$$’s for the fund 


drive. 


public housing starts to 35,000 for 
each of the next two years, instead 
‘of permitting construction of 565,- 

) units as provided for in the 
bill sponsored by the Democrats. A 
“Yes” vote is a vote for the small- 
er public housing program. Amend- 
ment defeated 38-44. Potter, ab- 
sent; McNamara, No. 


4.—Amendment to permit “dollar 
a year’ industry reps in government 
‘to make policy decisions effecting 
their own industries. Amendment 
passed 46-45. A Yes vote is for 
greater business influence in gov- 


| 


tion of fighting against the Mc- 
Carran Law, for repeal of the 
Walter-McCarran Law, for deseg- 
regation, prosecution of the Till 
murderers, for National FEPC and 
has come otu for peace. Potter has 
significantly ignored all these is- 


‘sues or opposed them. 


The Subs Are 
Coming In 


We can report that five new 
combination subs for the Michigan 
Daily Worker have come in since 


the drive started Dec. 1. Also that 
a new bundle of 10 and one of 5 
has been ordered. 


With the newspaper strike on 
now many people should get an 
extra bundle of papers and sell 
them. 


We heard someone the other day 
say that they don’t know what they 
would do without the Daily Work- 
er these days. That's because the 
Daily is doing such a bangup job 
on foreign affairs, the fight for 
Negro rights, coverage of the AFL- 
CIO merger and the many other es- 
sential features. “The Worker is so 
easy to sell” we were told by one 
of the Builders the other day. Our 
goals are 250 more on the bundle, 
250 subs and 100 Daily Worker. 


HOW IS YOUR SUB? HAVE 


YOU RENEWED? HAVE YOU 
GOT A READER? 


Michigan Six Seek Stay Until Su preme Court 
Decides California, Pittsburgh Smith Act Case 


DETROIT. — Ernest Goodman, 
counsel for the sixth Michigan 
Smith Act victims has’ asked the 
Sixth Circuit Court of Appeals in 
Cincinnati to holdin abeyance its 
- answer on a rehearing by the 
Michigan Sixth on the court's re- 
cent refusal to reverse the “guilty” 
verdict. Goodman’s request is bas- 
ed on asking the court to await the 
findings of the U. 4. Supreme 
Court’s deliberations on the €ali- 


‘Act cases. The Supreme Court 
agreed to review both cases. 
The Ninth Circuit Court of Ap- 
peals in San Francisco which was 
preparing to hear an appeal from 
the Smith Act defendants from 
Hawaii, has struck the case from 


the calendar until the U. S. Su-' 


preme Court gives its opinion on 
the California and Pittsburgh cases. 

It's based on all of these new 
situations around the Smith Act, 


fornia and now Pittsburgh Smith. 


that attorney Goodman has re- 


quested the Sixth Circuit Court 
of Appeals heer to delay any ac- 
tion on the Michigan Six. At press- 
time no word had been received. 
The court had. notified Goodman 
that it would continue same bail 
for the Six, while all appeals are 
on. 

__It was in the Pittsburgh case 
that in his dissenting opinion, 
Judge William Hastie, the nation’s 
ranking Negro jurist, held, the evi- 
dence was insufficient to prove 


=O - 


HERE ARE MICHIGAN KEY — 
ELECTION DATES IN ‘56 


1956 MICHIGAN ELECTION 


“(Offices to 
NATIONAL 


President 
Vice President 
Congressmen (18 Districts) 


CALENDAR 


Be Filled) 


U.S. Senator, none until 1958, when Potter is up. 
WAYNE COUNTY 


Prosecuting Attorney 


Sheriff 
County Clerk 


STATE 


Governor 
Lieutenant Governor 
Secretary of State 


State Senate, 34 seats 


Register of Deeds 
Drain Commissioner 
Treasurer 


* 


Attorney General 
Auditor General 
State Treasurer 


* 


State House of Reps.,110 seats 
x 


Filing date for National offices, June 19. 
Primary election day, Aug. 7 
Final Election day, Nov. 6 

. 


~ 


Delegates petitions for State conventions, May 29. 
For further information on elections, call Woodward 
5-2750, ask for election information. 


These Congressmen of Yours 


Are Home Until New Year's Eve 


Detroit area Congressmen are, 
home and now can be seen and 
visited concerning civil rights, 
peace and other issues. We urge 
our readers to aid in bringing this 
to the attention of PAC groups, 
mass organizations, churches ete. 

This is especially important to 
get them on record to back Con- 
gressman Diggs proposal to unseat 
the five Mississippi Congressmen 
because one million Negroes im 
that state are denied the right to 
vote. 

United States Senators 

Patrick V. McNamara (D), 
19708 Ward Ave., Detroit, 35. 

Charles Potter (R) Sheboygan, 


Mich. 


Detroit Congressmen and 
Congresswoman 
District 1—T. Machrowit, 17707 
District 13—Charles C. Diggs, 
Jr., 693 Mack, Detroit, 1. 
District 15—John D. Dingell (D) 
17585 Pennington, Detroit. 
District 16—John Lesinski (D) 


22811 Wellington, Dearborn. 


District 17—Martha Griffiths (D) 
12080 Montrose, Detroit, 27. 

District 18—George Dondero (R) 
426 E. Seventh St. Royal Oak. 

District 14—Louis Rabaut (D) 
1015 Three Mile Rd., Grosse Point 
Park, 30. S 

Flint, Sixth Dist.—Don Hay- 
worth (D) 316 Kensington Rd., 
East Lansing. 


Negro Rights 


n 
the United States and the Eisen- 


hower Administration has failed to 
bring decency, law and order to 
Mississippi’ .charged William 
Oliver, co-director of the UAW- 
AFL-CIO Fair Praatices Depart- 
ment. Oliver made the charges to 
a recent meeting in California. 

“Men have met. their deaths be- 
cause they stood up for their rights 
under the 14th Amendment. But 
even as storms are arising in vari- 
ous sections of the nation, labor is 
determined to go down the road 
united to fight discrimination in the 
South,” Oliver declared. 

Oliver made other criticisms of| 


the Eisenhower crowd, stating, 
“Eisenhower said in 1952 Negro 
rights would not be made into a 
political football and he promised 
personally he would work for a. 
federal FEP. But in that same year 
his very good friend James F. 
Byrnes of South Carolina was as- 
suring the South that Ike did not 
believe in compulsory FEP.” 


Speaking of the recent AFL- 


the charge that the five Pittsburgh 
defendants had conspired to vio- 
late the Smith Act. Another judge 


- 


‘Terror and Chaos in US 


DETROIT.—“The year 1955 has | 
been a year of terror and chaos 1 


CIO merger in New York, Oliver 
said, “it is in a new atmosphere 
that the AFL-CIO has gotten to- 
gether. We will go down the road 
together not only for pensions, and 
better working conditions, but also 
to put a stop to discrimination in 
the South.” 


It was learned here that on Jan. 
20-21-22 in the city of Grand 
Rapids, Mich., a state-wide meet- 
ing of all UAW FEP committees 
is to convene. This is an annual 
affair and brings close to 1,000 
delegates from the many hundreds 
of locals. 

Expected at the meeting will 
be discussions on the South, the 
terrorization campaign levelled 
against the rising struggle of the 
Negro people and a program to 
meet that, 

On Feb. 6-7 in Washington, 
D.C. the NAACP, UAW and thirty 
other organizations aré sponsorifig 
a National Civil Rights Mobiliza- 
tion. A grass roots attendance is 
urged. 


Albert B. Maris concurred in Has- 
tie’s dissent. Steve Nelson is one 
of the Pittsburgh Smith Act vic- 
tims, along with William Albert- 


son, Ben Careathers, James H. 
Dolsen and Irving Weissman. 


Buy Your Xmas 
Book Gift at 


BERENSON'S 


2419 Grand River 


ee _ 
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. ' * EDITION | 
7~—— Christmas Amnesty for 


Whe WOT Kes 16 Smith Act Prisoners 


teread as second class matter Oct. 22, 1947, at the post 
office at New York, N. Y., under the act of Merch 3, 1879 
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Sen. Eastland 


Calls Anew for 
Secession 


—See Pages 3 and 4 
x 


Howard Fast’s 
Column 


—See Page 8 
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Joe North’s | 
Assignment USA 
—See Page 2 

* 


James Allen 
On Socialist 
Markets 


—See Page 5 
* 


Meany Attack on 
Liberals Misfires 


—See Page 2 
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Our Sports Editor 
Writes to Santa 


—See Page 12 
x 


Ben Levine Reviews TV 
—See Page 8 


* 
The Story of Jazz 
—See Page 9 


Xmas Message 
From Us to You 


Y THIS HOLIDAY season, 
we salute our readers, the most 
wonderful people in our land. 
We offer a special salute to the 
several thousand self-sacrificing, 
devoted souls have given and 
collected nearly $40,000 in our 
papers year-end $64,000 fund 


appeal. 


: ee 
Received last week $ 2,085.75 
Total to date (Wed) $39,421.46 
Still to go $24,578.54 

Send your contributions to 
P.O. Box 136, Cooper Station, 
New York City 3, N. Y.; or bring 
to 35 E. 12th St., 8th floor, 
NA. 
ea 

But, alas, much as wed love 
to avoid talking about it. at. such 
a time we, have no choice but 
to call attention to the $25,000 
to go. We need the whole 
amount to get through this final 
week of 1955 without adding 
to our already-oppressive bur- 
den of debt. And we'll have to 
keep plugging. 

What worries us is that at 
the present rate of $2,000 or so 
a week, we have no idea how , : : : : 
well complete the year even 


with what we can borrow. ; _g®@ See Pages 
And so weve got to attach to P, oh 
aarti! wo Pages on AFL- C f 

ey holi ot gree a owgyns eddy Ms 1g : jeaa SESLELELERLELE EEE Leet f a and 7 


(Continued on Page 12) 
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Mrs. Roosevelt, 45 Others Ask 


Christmas Amnesty for 
16 Smith Act Prisoners 


ON CHRISTMAS DAY, 1921, Eugene Victor Debs, champion of peace, socialism 
and the cause of the working class, walked out of the federal prison at Atlanta, a free man 


by virtue of a Christmas amne 


ands of trade unions had pressed 
the President to act. 

At this Christmas season, 34 
years later, the widow of another 
President and 45 other prominent 
Americans made public their Jette: 
urging President Eisenhower _ to 
grant Christmas amnesty to 16 
Communist Party leaders now in 
prison under the Smith. Act. 

Their action was announced to 
the press by Rev. A. J. Muste, sec- 
retary emeritus of the Fellowship 
of Reconciliation. Their letter urg- 
ed that sentences of the sixteen 
be commuted to time already: serv- 
ed and that the cases of another 
180 under the Smith Act pending 
before trial or appeal courts be 
postponed. 

Signers include: Mrs. Eleanor 
Roosevelt; Dean John C. Bennett 
of Union Theological Seminary; 


Lewis Mumford; Norman Thomas; , 


Elmer Rice, playwright; Chaplain 
John M. Krummpof Columbia Uni- 
versity; Stephen Cary, secretary of 
the American Section, American 
Friends Service Committee, Phil- 
adelphia; Henry Steele Commager, 
Columbia University, A. J. Muste 
and others. 

The petitioners point out that 
they “are in fundamental disagree- 
ment with the philosophy of the 
Communist Party and with essen- 
tial elements in its program and are 
motivated in their present action 
by their attachment to the dem- 
ocratic way of life.” 

The statement quotes the dis- 
senting opinion of Justice Black 
when the conviction of the 11 top 
Communist Party leaders was be- 
fore the Supreme Court to the 
ettect that the defendants were 


not charged with “acts of any |Did Roy Cohn Write AFL-CIO President's 


kind designed to overthrow the 
government’ nor with “saying or 
writing anything “designed to ac- 
complish that objective but only 
with the purpose to “use speech or 
newspapers in the future to teach 
«nd advocate the forcible over- 
throw of the government.” 

It is pointed out that recently 
the Supreme Court has agreed to 
consider seview of the California 
convictions under the Smith Act. 
It is urged that an amnesty now 


' 


MUMFORD 


sty granted by President Warren G. Harding after thous- 


oe teats z Seth. Se ey 


ment with the philosophy of the! 
‘Communist Party and with essen- | 


tial elements in its program and_| 


are motivated in their present ac- 
tion by their attachment to the 
democratic way of life and the 
desire to maintain and strengthen 
Le 


“We call attention to Supreme 


Court Justice Black’s description 
of the character of the Smith Act 
and the Prial of Communist Party 
leaders under it in his dissenting 
opinion. 


| “Recently the Supreme Court 


itself by agreeing to review the’ 


‘California Smith Act prosecutions 
has recognized the appropriateness 
of a ‘second look’ at the Act. 


“Among the 16 for whom we 


(Continued on Page 13) 
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Assigument: USA 


Joe North Writes 
Some Xmas Cards 


By JOSEPH NORTH 


LIKE many of you I have 
been toiling under-the mid- 


night lamp over the Christ- 
mas cards. Time being what it 
is I realize with dismay that I 
cannot possibly send all the 
greetings Il 

would want to 

send, for some 

of the folk 

whose hands I 

want to clasp 

—by proxy of 

the postman— 

do not know & 


) | me. And yet I 


want to Ccon- 
vey to them my 
gratitude for their works, 

At the top of my list are the 
men and women who will. not 
be around the table when the 
carolers are in the cold sweets 
outside, who will not sit in the 
warmth of their families. I think 
of the mén and women behind 
iron bars who have committed 
no crimes except the one which 
is regarded by the authorities as 
the most heinous of all. They 
strove to make real and perma- 
nent the peace on earth, good 
will to men which others sing 


about. 


I THINK of the young fathers 
and mothers whose children long 
for them and to- them I have 
sent my profoundest greetings, 
these Americans who are in jail 
because of a tyrannical Smith 
Act which threatens every man 
and woman of. Labor. - 

And it is heart-warming to 
learn, as this is written, that a 
committee of respected citizens 
is urging amnesty for them and 
the revocation of the law that 


; 
' 


Speech? 


> 


' 


Meany’‘s Attack on Liberals Gets Cold Response 


By GEORGE MORRIS 


“WHERE IS GEORGE MEANY trying to take the newly-formed AFL-CIO?” That 
in many quarters last week—the first week after the merger, after the 
rt to reach a “non-aggression” pact with the National As- 


question was raised 


AFL-CIO president's ill-fated effo 


sociation of Manufacturers and his 
aggressive attack upon _ India 
Burma and Yugoslavia, and upon 


Americas liberals. 


m tee 


— 


Roy Cohn. Joe Lash, the Post’s 
foreign affairs writer, quoted with 


K. T. Tripathi, representative of | 


put them in prison. I am cer- 
tain this augurs a train of events 
that will open the doors upon 
men and women like Elizabeth 
Gurley Flynn, scone Mindel, 
Alexander’ Bittelman, Robert 
Thompson, Gus Hall, Pettis Perry 
and the others who will, one day 
in our time, be honored as the 
heroes and heroines of this age. 
* 


I WANT to send the season’s 
greetings to Mrs. Mamie Brad- 
ley, whose magnificent strength 
of spirit surmounts an enormous 
grief as she crusades through the 
land to end the atrocity that 
murdered her child, Emmett Till. 
And to the indomitable Negroes 
who live under the terror of the 
assassination which has already 
picked many of their neighbors 
off because they take their stand 
for the rights inherent to us all. 

I have brought my greetings 
in person to a Negro woman [| 
know who is in a valiant fight 
against death as she lies in a 
crim hospital ward of the city. 
Through the spasms of pain, her 
eyes lit up as I answered the 
questions she gasped about her 
friends who are continuing the 
fight to which she has dedicated 
her life. 

There is grandeur in the ten- 
acity to which she- clutches life 
as death stares into her face. 
You know that she commands 
herself to live so that she can 
return to her place in the ranks 
of battle. 

She recalls for me the men 
and women of colonial lands 
whom I want to greet, those who 
gathered at Bandung in far-off 
Indonesia to mark another turn- 
ing-point in man’s history. 

° * 


MY GREETINGS would go 
to all those who made possible 
the merged strength of fifteen 
million American workingmen 
and. workingwomen for doubtless 
time will record this as a boon 
to all our countrymen who 
strive for a nation truly prosper- 
ous, truly free, truly in peace 
with all. 

And there are many personal 
friends, some of whom do not 
see eye to eye with me in poli» 
tics and other matters but in 
whom the spark of freedom 
glows for all man. 

I think of my friend Giuseppe 


* 


“would give proof of our con-, 
fidence in democratic institutions,-| This week's developments also 
and would contribute to world lent strong confirmation to predic- 
peace by encouraging and inspir- 
ing the friends of the United States 


who insists that he will vote for 
Fisenhower if he runs but who 
also believes that Bill Foster is 
the greatest man the working- 
class has produced in this coun- 


= ° India’s National Labor Congress | 
on the ICTFU, as saying that CIO) 

- Jeaders had expressed to him strong) 
feelings against Meanys speech.’ 
Lash added: | 


tions that differences will sharpen 
on many basic issues between 


and winning new ones. 
The statement said in part: 


“We respectfully urge you to 


grant an amnesty commuting the 
sentence of the 16 men and women 
now in prison under the Smith 
Act (Alien Registration Act of 
1940) to time aiready served, and 
to use your influence to secure the 
postponement of trials in the 180 
cases presently awaiating Trial 
Court of Appeals Court decisioris 
uider the Act. 

“Those who present this peti- 
tion are in fundamental disagree- 


the former AFL’s tory wing and 
the former CIO unions. Leaders 
of the ClO wing arent saving 
much in public. They can hardly 
risk an internal struggle at this 
stage. But voices in the ranks of 
liberals (of the ADA line) closely 
associated with these leaders are 
heing heard. 
* 

SPEAKING before the National 

Religion and Labor Foundation 


luncheon attended by 1,200 liber- the 


MEANY 


ICFTU’s’ executive board, 


als, labor ‘leaders and members of Meany concentrated his attack on 


"D. of J. Moves Against UE Under 


MeCarran Police-State Law 

THE DEPARTMENT of Justice moved against the United 
Electrical, Radio and Machine Workers last week, to have the 
union labelled “communist-dominated” under the 1954 so-called 
Communist Control Act. 

The petition, filed by Attorney General Brownell and William 
F. Tompkins, assistant in charge of internal security, is the second 
such major anti-labor act by the Department in recent months. 


The other union invol 7 Mi , 
involved is the Mine, Mill and Smelter Workers neunce the shahemebts: ol ieee 


which is challenging the petition in court. 

Under the law the 100,000 member UE must now submit to 
hearings before the Subversive Activities Control Board, to answer 
the charge of “communist domination.” If SACB upholds the 


—, America’s liberals for being “anti- 


>? 


anti-Comunists” and “stgne silent 
about the alleged “concentration 
camps in the Soviet Union. 

His main theme was that there 
can be no neutrality in the war 
on Communism and that “Nehru 
sand Tito are not neutral. They 
are aides and allies in fact and in 
effect” of the Communists. 

Meany went so far as to de- 


chev and Bulganin in Burma and 
India when they told the welcom- 


ing people where they build their 
‘future as they see fit without de- 


“Meany’s speech has reawaken-| 
ed concern whether the united la-. 
bor movement will back the ex- 
tremist policy lines of Senator 
Knowland.” 

| * 


LASH also noted that while! 
Meany's speech was received cold-| 
ly Reuther’s speech before the | 


same luncheon, in which he stressed ' 


| 


his “positive approach”—economic | 
aid to underdeveloped countries | 
and wiping out racialism within’ 
America~got a much warmer re- 
ception from, the audience. While | 


'Reuther did not take “direct issue” 


with Meany, wrote Lash, his re-' 


‘marks “indicated a wide gap be- 
tween his foreign-policy approach 
and Meany’s,” and he_coneluded: 


| “Before the merger there was_ 


considerable speculation in labor 
circles as to how the united labor 
‘movement would be able to bridge 
this gulf between Meany’s and 
Reuther’s views on foreign policy.” 

“Lash also ‘noted .that Senator 


Knowland praised Meany's posi- | 
tion as far better than that of a'| 


try. 

I think of my friend, the lay- 
preacher who says socialism is 
unnecessary but who _ believes 
that Marxists are the true be- 
lievers. “They shall sit at Ged’s 
right hand because their works 
are good even though they ex- 
pect no reward in Heaven.” 

* 


OH THERE are so many, that 
I know I would never manage 
to send them all the greetings 
I feel they merit. Because I have 
a decided concern for the cultural 
life of our nation I would want 
to greet all the writers who toil 
on in their lonely rooms to pro- 
duce truth and Sts in these 
dark days when God _ alone 
knows how their works will 


break through the barriers of . 


commercial silence to reach the 
audiences that they — should 
reach. 

I should want to send a card 
to each of the cast that plaved, 
for example, in The Diary of 
Ann Frank, and to the others 
off-Broadway who appear be 
fore small audiences because 


Department's petition, the union will lose all rights under the 

National Labor Relations Act, and as few as 20 percent of its 

members may appeal for new elections of officers and representa- My ed thie “societal 

Sean Meany called this “racialism in re- Kise 

The UE is now engaged in a long strike in ten Westinghouse Verse.” pegs aoe ps | Blmecuttin yy sre ok. mee a 

plants. The attack cn the Mine, Mill, and Smelter Union was also | Dorothy Schiff, publisher of the ] seal i Recall iF | hat revel 

while the’ union was’ involyed in ia strike “. ‘ADA-line liberal] iNew, York, Post |* SO praise Meany Mn simuar terms younger generation that revels 

pet gai, i nail , meyer capper, Peewee ‘that, Sean's. — }, | and: ‘tepriztted’ thore than half ‘of ; mn the! achievements of the «dia- 

ie bythe eaAabiaecoges: ye eSehude cence |! SPOR tare Sosa? sap 9c stag di ae > ea ALS Galas ae See 

. NC, oy he ,_yread as though it was written by (Continued on Page 12) ig, (Continued on Page 13) 
+ 6 6t KOFI C3294. “3.)) a aa | 


TOD? Ce ig | (fostred) 30 Nose Bide Ft ‘Lin reba 9 eat 


great many American diplomats. | 
|Meany’s popularity with the Knew- | 
‘landites was further confirmed in| * 


producers fear the big stories 


pendence on the Western powers, they tell. 


who oppressed them for centuries. 


; ; 
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by michael singer—— 
Chiefs Are Vexed 


. County 


® Levine’s Death a Less 


DEMOCRATIC leaders, par- 
ticularly in New York City, are 
seething over Gov. Harriman’s 
appointment of Harry Uviller, 
Liberal. Party State Treasurer, 


as chairman of the important | 


State Mediation Board. The 
post, one of the key prestige 
jobs in the Administration, had 

en eagerly sought by at least 
two local county chieftains. The 
Governors rejection of party 
pressure in selecting a Liberal 
is being interpreted as reflecting 
the strong influences on him by 
David Dubinsky and Alex Rose, 
top Liberal figures. Democratic 


leaders insist the Governor had | 
promised that he would make | 


no further high-ranking Liberal 
appointments. 


vigorously suggested for 

post and rejected was Daniel 

Kornblum, former New York 

City Labor Relations Director. 
* 


WE MOURN the 


ing legislator who 


always willing to discuss. critical 
issues of the day with us and 


had a humane, pro-labor out- | 


look. Restricted as so many of 
his colleagues are by a_hide- 


bound fear of party reprisals | 
clubhouse discipline, Le- | 


and 


vine never fully reflected his 


own personal hatred for McCar- | 
thyism and political opportunism | 


in his years as Assemblyman. 
But he agreed on the need for 


a strong independent peoples | 


movement that could influence 
the Democratic Party and he 
was a friend of important meas- 
ures introduced by the American 


Labor Party, the Tenants Coun- | standards of production that have 


cils and other progressive or- 
ganizations. We will miss deep- 


lv his warmth, his friendship - 


and his legislative ability. 
x 
THE REPUBLICAN egisla- 


tive watch-dog committee, ac- | 
cording to the Albany grapevine, | 
is preparing a scathing report | 
on the activities of several ma- | 


jor departments in the Harri- 
man Administration. Democratic 
leaders appear confident that 


the ballyhooed “dynamite” in the | 
report will prove a dud, but | 


there’s a lot of uneasiness and 
defensive bravado among, some 
Administration aides. 
cans, who had the slush-field 
all to themselves during 12 years 
of Dewey patronage, are par- 


ticularly vehement over alleged | 
insurance | 


GOP- | 


transferrals of juicy 
contracts from former 
favored firms to Democrats. 
* 


THE REAL purpose of the 


probe, however, is not to un- 
earth Democratic 
handouts so much as to create 


a smear diversion during the | 


next Legislative session and 
avoid debate on critical election 


sudden | 
death last week of a good friend | 
in. the Legislature, Assembly- | 
man Sidney Levine. The Brook- | 
lyn Democrat was a hard-work- | 
sponsored | 
many constructive measures, was | 


Republi- | 


patronage 


issues and social welfare meas- 
ures. If the Republicans can 
force enough scandal headlines 
and throw the Harriman Admin- 
istration on the defensive, they 
feel confident that a Jot of pro- 
posed bills by the Democrats 
will be compromised to death in 
return for pigeon-holing the in- 
vestigation. 


MAYOR WAGNER'S denials 
of any vice-presidential ambi- 
tions are being taken too seri- 
ously by City Hall observers. 
The evidence keeps piling up 
that the mayor has had several 
discussions with leading Steven- 
son supporters with just such a 
convention slate in mind. But 


| whether or not this far-fetched 
Among these who had been | possibility 


the | 


ever takes place, 
Wagner will make an _ all-out 
pitch for the U. S. Senate in 
1957. 

* 

SOME HARRIMAN ss sstrate- 
gists, incensed, by the Mayors 
palsy-walsy relations with Ste- 
venson, are saying that the Gov- 
ernor and. his Administration 
wire-pullers may turn their back 
on Wagner for the Senatorial 
nomination. “Two can play the 
same game, said one. Wagner, 


| however. doesn’t seem worried. 


* 

HEARD at a Xmas party in 
one Democratic county head- 
quarters: “Twas the night be- 
fore Christmas and all through 
the house . . . not a creature 
was stirring .. . not even a 
louse.” 


DeSOTO and Chrysier mem- 
bers of UAW Local 262 in De- 
troit have authorized a strike 
vote to battle speedup. The com- 
pany is moving in to destroy 


been in effect for three or four 
years. 
* 

ERNIE BANKS, Negro star of 
the Chicago Cubs, has an off- 
season job as a union organizer. 
He will help the Teamsters 
Union in Chicago with its or- 
ganizing campaign in the ware- 
house and mail order field. 

* 

MINE-MILL Local 756 in 
Chicago is spending this holiday 
period sending delegations . to 
Chicago Congressmen at home 
on important issues coming up 
when Congress gets started Jan. 
3. The union has a six-point pro- 
gram on which the legislators are 
being quizzed. 


THE Republican-inspired trial 
of the powerful United Auto 
Workers for allegedly: violating 
the Taft-Hartley ban on union 
contributions to candidates run- 
ning for public office, has been 
put over to Jan. 16 by U. S. 
Federal Judge Frank Pieard. 
UAW ssecretary-treasurer Emil 
Mazey told the press the trial 
is “a’ Republican conspiracy 
against legitimate political action 


A Week 


By MICHAEL SINGER. 


on various phases of this critical 
issue reflects not only public im- 


‘patience at federal, state and city 


failures to cope with the emerg- 


‘encyv, but differences within both 


major parties on how to face up 
to their responsibilities. The Harri- 
man Administration, pledged to 
solve the housing plight, has shift- 
ed from €mphasis on -middle-in- 
come to low-rent, back to middle- 
income, and now finds itself pro- 
jecting a $100-a-week income as 
a low income yardstick for. state- 
subsidized housing. 

* 

STATE HOUSING Commission- 
er Joseph P. McMurray last week 
advanced the new eligibility max- 
imums as a “way out” of the di- 
lemma which finds so-called high- 


ler income brackets unable to meet 
‘middle-rent project requirements 
jat $24 to $60 a room and cannot 


‘apply for low-rent housing. “We re 
up against the hard facts of life 


jin housing,” said McMurray. 
| “We have a responsibility under 


the law to all low-income families, 


‘not only those at the bottom levels. 
A family that has to support five 


\children on an income of $100, be- 


fore pavroll deductions, is a low- 


— family.” 


| This observation, while funda- 
‘mentally true in the light of to- 


|day’s cost of living, presents an im- 


plied threat, however, to the hun- 
dreds of thousands of slum- 
dwellers whose weekly incomes 


‘are below $60. Does the Commis- 


pesvwed intend to give equal con- 


sideration to $5,000-$6,500 a year 


‘; 


mesa and the bare subsistence 


wage-earners in subsidized hous- 


‘ing? 


At the present time there are 


(27,492 state-subsidized apartments 


in New York City and 7,418 up- 


istate which set rental maximums 
| from $60 to $80 a week. For sev- 
‘eral vears there has been a trend 


toward lifting rent and ineome lev- 
els and newly-opened projects 
show a monthly rent boost from 
the original $9 a room to $12 an 
average. 
7 

THE INCREASES have been 

clesigned to give a “break” to low- 


RUSH Your Contributions to: 35 East 12th St., NYC 3 
or Box 136, Cooper Station, N.Y.C. 3, NY. 


"WANTED 


for a joyous XMAS 
holiday ... 
and to ring in a truly 


HAPPY NEW YEAR 


Help Complete the 
$64,000 Fund Drive 
of 
THE WORKER and 
DAILY WORKER 


{ 


Z| 


income project applicants whose 
more than $60 a week salaries bar- 
red them from the developments. 


Commissioner McMurray de- 


a EE 


{ 
by union people.” The GOP is 
obviously worried about °56 and 
labor's role. 


LAYOFFS by the big auto 
corporations, which started mod- 
estly in November, began piling. 
up into the thousands by mid- 
December as authoritative 
sources showed that dealers were 
overstocked with 1956 cars. 

* 

AVERAGE caitract gains of 
| $200 a year per worker were won 
by the 330,000 phone industry 
workers under 1955 contracts, 
many of them after long and 
tough strike battles. Figures were 
announced by the Communica- 
tions Workers of America, AF L- 


CIO. 


+ 


THE GERMAN Democratic 


Republic and Austria signed an | 


agreement increasing trade 40 
percent over last year's levels. 
About $20 million worth of 
goods will move in each direc- 
tion. 


oe a ~- ————— 
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Low-Cost Housing for $100 © 


Families in Cards 


THE BITTER housing tug-of-war with its far-reaching implications for more than 
2 500,000 state families now desperately in n eed of decent homes at rentals they can afford, 
appears headed for a knock-down struggle in the 1956 Legislature. Recent press fanfare 


clared that the raising of income j|with its racial anti-Negro and anti- 
limits and rents in new state sub-!minorityv restrictions — hangs over 
sidized housing is not aimed main- the middle-income project plan. 
ly at meeting the 30 percent boost} The total amount of housing © 
in construction and operating costs ynits, public and private, built in 
for such projects since 1950. mee, York City since 1946 is 200,- 
Raising income and rents will 000, or about 20,000 a year. There 
reduce the amounts required by ‘are some 100,000 applications for 


state and city administrations to public housing on file with the 
subsidize individual projects and, .City Housing Authority. 


| THE COMMISSIONER said 


that more important than saving 


re _|low-rent Proposition to make that 


In Memoriam 


ABE COLOW 


therefore, said McMurray, will 


The ] - ¢t 
help spread the subsidy funds '¢, re appears to be a block to 


nstruction of new low-rent pro- 


lover a larger number of projects. jects in the city. During all of 


What the Commissioner didnt ex- | 1955 despite the availability of en 
plain is how such reduced subsi- ‘additional $60.000.000 in unused 


dies will produce more low-rent state public heusing funds, only 


projects: two state public housing projects 


were contracted for in the city— 
totalling some 1,800 units and 
costing $24.000.000. And these 


isubsidy funds is to make projects ' gre still on the architects’ planning 
available for the “marginal area of boards. 


low income families” and he in-! 


* 
cludes among: those civil service} AS FAR as federal public hous- 
SS ee policeme nN. ing is concerned, it has been cut 
e biggest gap between sub- tg ribbons during the Eisenhower 


sidized housing and non-subsidy | Administration and offers verv lit 
or private. construction,” asserted |tle to New York by way of new 


McMurray, “is in the $14 to $22 homes. 
a room rental area. There's been| A majer bleck to public housing 


nothing built in that rental range seems to be the effort of the real 
since Stuyvesant Town back in ‘estate crowd to keep neighbor- 
| 1948, and those rents have gone hoods lilv-white. At least two sites 
‘up to $24 and $25 a room. There’s for public housing were killed in 
‘been no private construction at ,the City Planning Commission 
$10 to $16 a room in the last quar- ‘during the past year as a result of 
|ter century. jmovements of bigots organized 
| McMurray insisted that the new ,and inspired by the real estate in- 
— would not deter ‘the state terests. These were in the Astoria 
ic houseguest of tho lone ipctitser Ter eee 
come groups. He said new projects | As for the overall housing pro- — 
would have units in the lower|gram, the view amon Pe 008 
rental brackets but the “spread leaders is that the CIO pa 
would be wider” — which could for 2,000,000 Sedinsulie Baits “0 
mean less units for the verv low ‘lic housing a year for ‘the car 5 
salaried families unless sufficient years needs to’ be supported; that 
housing was made available. lin New York there has to be a i 

This is the key problem:— lic battle made on the issue of shea 
enough housing for all who need for low-rent housing; that large- 


‘ : » " 
jthem. At the rate of present hous-'scale middle-income program is in 


ing construction this would never order, but wi i 
. . rT, ith restorati 
be accomplished, certainly not be-' $50,000,000 taken tiers ee 


fore 1980. f funds; fhat the $200,000,000 in 


new stat . 
| A HEARTENING factor in Me-! ite low-rent funds, made 


available as a result of id 
a, cab rie Dera | ; of a subsid 
|Murray'’s perspective is his recog-'amendment to the state ienerr ove 


‘nition that present housing policies tion in November should be put 
have worsened slums and created to use quickly and effectively 6 
widespread Ghetto and jimcrow! Closely tied to the housing prob- 
Segregation. He pointed out that lem is continued denstuatintion 
jof the 1,379 families in Foster which stilf needs to be fought ma 
|Houses at Fifth Ave. and 112 St.,'on the legislative front, as raat = 


70 percent are Negroes, 28 percent on the administrative end 
Puerto Rican and less than two - | 


percent white and other tnt ore iy 
ar assitied Ads 
In November the ae Ge 


* 


| ! . FOR SALE 
slum available for middle-income py mont TV—i956" 


; : : Models at $10 above 
cooperatives was approved after it| Dealer's cost. Standard Brand Di*., 
had been declared defeated. Last! } Peurth ae tI Sue 200s Gite.) One 
iin , ; | ree parking er 2 

week Construction Co-ordinator cae — 

Robert Moses urged unions to in-! 


MOVING AND STORAGE 
vest their welfare funds in such : “service” storage, long distance: pickup 
cooperatives. 


service, days, nights. weekends, eco- 


iture for most. ill-housed working- | 
‘class families. The Garment Work- 
ers project at Corlears Hook, for, 
instance, requires a $3,000 invest- | 
ment for a two and a half room 
‘apartment at rentals between $17 | 


Hi-Fidelity Radio Phonographs 


Vector Laboratories 


217 Third Avenue ® GR 3-7686 
New York 3, N. Y. 


Sales @ Installation ® Service 


land $22 a week. Only the best-| 
‘paid and most skilled workers can 4 — 
afford such a “cooperative” apart- } 
‘ment. 


-_ i 


MOVING .¢ STORAGE 
FRANK GIARAMITA 


13 E. 7th St. GR 7.2457 


mear 3rd Ave. 
EFFICIENT . RELIABLE 


* 

| THE SHADOW of Title I polli- | 
lcy—that inexorable real _ estate 
gouge of workingclass districts, 
displacement of thousands of fami-. 
lies and creation of luxury projects | 


oo 


MONUMENTS 
WEISS MONUMENTAL WORKS 
1410 WASHINGTON AVE. 


Diet ‘December 21, 1940 
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The "Woke 


The attacks by the giant Wes- 


tinghouse corporation against the 
40,000 Jersey strikers continued 
into Xmas week. Repulsed in its 
efforts to start a back-to-work 
movement among the men and 
women who have been out since 
Oct. 17, the big monopoly adopted 
new tactics. It suddenly became 


‘K’ 


MILLVILLE. — All the tradi- 


tional joy and happiness has been fore her—in the short period of| 


| Se 
taken out of the Xmas season for about a month—had her 


Mr. and Mrs, Wilkes Jones and 
their four year old daughter, Lynn. | 
And for nine-month-old Diana/this way? Are these terrible deaths 


Jones there will be no Xmas at all. 
Little Diana died horribly last 


week-when the oil stove in the’ 
Jones home exploded. | 


Four year old Lynn was able to 


escape. She ran screaming from 
the house. But baby Diana perish-_ 
ed in the burning cottage, with, 
Mrs. Jones standing helplessly out-| 
side, unable to save her daughter. | 
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_ BABY PERISHES 


IN | 
BOMB | 


Diana Jones, like nine others be-; murder of little children! 
® Pass city and state controls 
life ‘setting a time limit to compel land- 
the deadly K bomb. 'lords to install central heating in 
‘all multiple dwelling units in place 
‘of the murderous kerosene stove. 
acts of God? Accidents? Unavoid-| _,°. ™ rural areas enforce rigid 
ble? safety and health laws. Compel 
Nothing of the sort! Little chil- ate ee — ah Goors, car 
dren-are horribly burned to death “wr ay Ye 


because of slum housing (rural ase Stiff prison sentences for 
well as urban), landlord’s greed, who fail to 


5 ohn tit criminal landlords 
and the indifference of our elected provide adequate safety require- 
‘ments. 


officials, 
® Outlay segregated housing. , 


snuffed out by 
Do little children have to die 


Here is the Worker's program to. 


end the K bomb menace in New’ 


NFERNO! 


XMAS SEES STRIKERS 0 
70 DAYS AT WESTINGHO 


“concerned” about “a bleak Xmas 
for thousands of children who 
could never quite understand why 
Santa passed them by.” 

‘The company offered to loan 
$100 to every striker. Chief con- 
cern among unionists was fear the 
company was not concerned about 
the workers’ kids having a decent 
Xmas, but “does it intend to use 
the loan as a further attempt at 
strikebreaking purposes.” Indica- 
tions were that each local union 
would decide whether or not to 
accept the Westinghouse offer. 

Westinghouse officials made a 
determined effort -to take scabs 


but were not successful. Pickets 
stopped cars, and the company im- 
mediately went to the courts for 
‘an injunction to help them break 
the strike. Whilé the strike front 
remains solid there is no doubt 
that new attempts at strike break- 
ing will be made by the company. 


ee —— —— ——_ 


into the Trenton plant last week, | 


USE. 


‘Newspaper ads and statements of | 
company officials. have made it 
plain that scabs would be wel- 
comed with open arms. : 

With the strike in its tenth week 

the workers need all the aid they 
can get. Food, clothing and funds 
should be taken to IVE or UE 
headquarters. The State CIO con- 
‘vention last week called on all 
‘unions to support the strike un- 
stintingly. The adamant, reaction- 
ary position of the big chain has 
already cost each worker close to 
$1,000 in lost pay. It is estimated 
that the company has lost $150 
‘million in business. 
The strike is the second longest 
in the history of the Westinghouse 
corporation. In 1946 the workers 
were out over 100 days. Although 
‘the present contract still has a 
year to run the companysis insist- 
‘ing on scrapping it, and is de- 
manding a new five year agree- 
‘ment. | 


——_" 
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CIO Urges President 


Act in Miss.. Murders 


ATLANTIC! CITY.—The State'ing called on Congressmen to 


CIO Convention held here two 


pledge that in 1956, when Con- 


© Embark on a huge state and) weeks ago called on President gress reconvenes, to introduce or 


Another kerosene stove has ex-| Jersey. We urge every reader of federal low cost housing program | 
ploded. Another life has beén cur paper fight for this program— to wipe out slums. Use some of 
claimed. Jersey’s murderous — K \lo get others to fight for it-to put the $35 billion now being spent 
bomb has struck again! Little'a stop to the needless and callous |for armaments. 

Lamar Smith, and Reverend Lee.|1esolution. | Congressman Hugh 


: 4 5 | 
Launch Worker Press Drive | Norman Freed 
The resolution also called on  Addonizio, Dem., 11 CD, has 


The New Jersey Freedom of the} of The Worker goals. Essex coun i 
. San } y | Aids. Lat. “ . a Covernor Mevner to speak out yledged his support of the Diggs 
Press Association has launched its ty has taken a quota of 250 sibs Oi $20 000 Bail itr 
yearly Worker circulation cam-j|and the Farm area 150. Passaic | 


‘against the atrocities in Missis-, measure. Congressman Kean, Rep., 
paign. The campaign, which start- 70, Campden 66, Union 60, Mercer 


‘sippi and the South, and asked 12 CD, called such a measure 
ed Dec. 1, will run until March 15. |58, Huson 50, Bergen 40 and Mid- 


Eisenhower to stop the reign of support resolutions designed to re- 
terror vin Mississippi against Ne-'|duce Congressional representation 
groes. The. resolution passed by of states that deny any of its citi- 
the unionists urged the President zens the right to vote. Congress- 
to instruct the FBL to find the man Diggs, Mich., Dem., has an- 
kidnap murderers of Emmett Till, nounced he will introduce such a 


NEW YORK. — Thanks to his him to urge the Justice Depart- “unconstitutional,” and other Jer-. 
Aim of the drive is to reinforce the 


spirit of Geneva among the people, 
expand the fight for the freedom: 
of Martha Stone, Sid Stein, Joe 
Brandt, Bill Norman and all Smith 
Act victims, increase activities for’ 
full and complete equality for the 
Negro in New: Jersey as well as 
the South, and to use The Worker 
as an organizer of these and other 
struggles. 

A goal of 759 Worker and 231 
Daily Worker subs has been set 
for March 15. Overall goals for 
the entire year will be set following, 
the conclusion of the drive. The 
areas are responsible for 50 percent 


many friends in New Jersey, New 
York and elsewhere, Bill Norman, 
| former Jersey Communist Party 
leader, is home for Christmas, re- 
/united with his wife and children. 
in all other areas Press Commit-} Bill was released last week on 
tees will strive to guarantee dis- | $20,000 bail which was quickly 
tribution of present bundle orders. ‘raised in the form of loans to his 
The annual Freedom of the Press| wife Frieda. 


aa , ‘ ‘ , , 
Association meeting will take place! Released along with Bill, also 


on Sunday afternoon March 11, )on $20,000 bail, were Fred Fine 
1956 in Newark—just 4 days before @%d James Jackson. All three men 
the end of the drive. The rally had been political refugees. They 
will feature prominent speakers and all expressed _ determination 
a cultural program, and outstand- fight the Smith Act frameups 
ing sub getters in the drive will be pending against them, and called 


dlesex 35 make up the rest of the 
sub goal. 


A bundle goal of 200 has been 
set for Essex with the outlook that 


shop 


conti jattpntion to the strong beliefs of 

‘the American people in democratic 
rights. Norman, when he surrend- 
ered in Newark, issued a state- 
‘ment to the press saying: 


every principle of the American 


restoration of our precious demo- 
cratic liberties.” 


ON THE WATERFRONT 

The latest issue of the New Jer-. 
sey Docker, rank and file paper of 
Jersey longshoremen, is on hand. 
As usual it’s a hard hitting issue 
presenting the demands and needs 
of Jersey dockers. And, also as 
usual, it presents a program of ac-. 
tion that can make the needs of 
the longshoremen become a reali- 
ty. , 

This issue discusses rank and 
file demands for a rotation hiring: 
system. The “Docker” points out 
that the democratic hiring prac- 
tices that existed for years in Port 
Newark have gone down the 
drain — victim of the Waterfront 
Commission. Now the situation is, 
one of gang against gang compet- 
ing for jobs—and the ship own- 
ers benefiting. | 

“What we need,” says the long-. 
shoremen’s paper, “is an end to 
talk of one group against another 
and of raiding. Instead we should 
help build unity among us—Italian,| 
Negro, Spanish — unity around 
common demands to get us out 
of the stinking mess which the’ 
shipowners and. the Waterfront 
~ Commission have got us in. 


? 
; 


must have sank and file unity.” 


CIO CONVENTION 


| To resolutions on a wide variety of tightening of factory safety laws, 
_ solve it (Rotation in hiring) wy, spices Arnong these, was. an ex- and _yevis 
} até lies . L iow ’ iatmir 
ory Th | | {panded political action | program’ phiciag | 
The “Docker™’ présents a Com-'to ‘elétt candidates , 


Strike for Bigger 


plete program for the longshore- | 
men calling for rotating gangs in 
each of the two locals based on in-| ~~ 
come with a monthly check up on| Christmas Bonus 
earnings, and for equal division of} SANTIAGO, Chile, Dec. 20 
the work between locals 1233 and Employes of the local branch of 
1235. Local 1233 is a Negro lo- the National City Bank of New 
cal. |York went on strike yesterday de- 
The paper outlines a system of manding a bigger Christmas bo- 
union committees to guarantee the/nus. 
carrying out of this proposal. It} Chilean laws provide that 25 
also calls for a fight against the percent of the net profits of all 
“short gang” racket. Short gangs business enterprises must be dis- 


are a violation of the union con-jtributed among their employes as 
tract but Port Newark dockers are'g Christmas bonus. 


being victimized with less work; Seventy-five of the bank’s 89 
and greater danger of accidents’ employes joined the walkout. 
because of short gangs. | 

The N.J. Docker, because it dis-|bor,' strengthening of the State 
cusses the needs‘ of the’ working) Anti - Discrimination law, end of 
longshoremen, and concerns itself the GOP caucus rule, opposition 
with their grievances, has won to sales taxes, condemnation of 
wide support among Jersey dock- the N.J. Medical Society, and sim- 
ers. At a recent meeting of Local plified voting registration. 
1235 Captain Bradley, ILA presi- The unions 1956 legislative 
dent,- acknowledged the influence goals include increasing work- 


of the paper among the men. mens compensation, temporary 
disability and unemployment ben- 


efits, rent control, a real state 
The recent CIO state conven- university, a state wages and hour 
tion passed a number of important|law, repeal of the anti-strike act, 


to ° . . . “ 
‘Committee has begun distribution | 


people. I affirm the need for a. 


| The leaflet also quotes 


of, the tax. structure), 


ment to intervene. 
In addition the union gather- 


. 


MART 


sev Congressmen have not made 
their positions known. 


HA STONE COMMITTEE 


TAKES SMITH ACT FRAMEUP 
TO JERSEY SHOP WORKERS 


The Martha Stone Defense 
of a six-page folder entitled “An 
Injury To*‘One Is An Injury To 
All.” Ten thousand copies of the 
‘message are going to workers in 


Ishops all over Jersey. The leaflet 


“The Smith Act runs counter to deals with labor's stake in the ' of 


‘Smith Act trials taking place. 

_ “Tf the rights of any American 
are taken away, the rights of every 
‘American are in danger. That is 
why the Textile Workers Union 
of America said of the Smith Act 
in its Official paper: ‘Sending men 
to prison on this basis could be 
dangerous to us all,” the leaflet 
States, 


| The resolution of the 1951 con 
‘vention of the CIO is reprinted. I 
Says: 


| “The conviction of the Commu- 


‘nist leaders was a grave'blow to) 


|America’s precious heritage of 
freedom of speech. We detest the 
imen who were convicted under 
‘the Smith Act. . . . But we insist 
that the prosecution of men for 
‘the advocacy of -ideas, however 
‘repulsive, does not benefit the 
cause of freedom. . . . Provisions 
of existing law which permit pros- 


‘ecution on the basis of speech or 


Brotherhood of Sleeping Car Pos- 
ters on the “conspiracy” gimmick. 
“The long struggle to build the 
‘trade unions movement was car- 
ried on against this despotic law 
of ‘conspiracy.’ ” 

| The Defense Committee’s mes- 
‘sage to.Jersey shop workers tells 
. Martha Stone’s record of 
struggle in behalf of labor, how 
she came to believe in socialism 


‘and joined the Communist Party. 
| “Like many other Americans, 
the labor battles of the thirties 
showed me how wrong it is for a 
handful of monopolists to control 
ithe wealth produced by all the 
people,” the leaflet quotes Miss 
iStone. “In a country as. great as 
ours, there is no sensible reason 
'why the people cannot be guar- 
‘anteed year round employment 
and good living without the dread 
of war. 

“I believe this and every other 
problem we Americans face can 


Ibe solved by an ever expanding 


democracy in which the people— 
‘not the corporations—will derive 


‘the full benefit of the wealth pro- 


’ 
' 


dyced by the people. This is so- 


‘eialism. That is why I am a Com- 


. ”? 
munist. 


advocacy alone should be stricken, The distribution of this mate- 


out. 
the 


Bill of Rights ‘ 
% *& * for All 


Make Freedom Ring 


‘all over this land! % 


riendly to la-iand those “best able to pay.” 


phat: on. conporations|: 


‘rial to Jersey workers is part of an 


intensive one _month campaign 
from Dec. 15 to Jan. 15 being con- 
ducted by the Defense Committee. 
The Committee urges visits by 
delegations to the trial in New 
Haven, report back meetings, and 
a renewed campaign of letters to | 
Brownell to end all Smith Act. 
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‘Xmas Message 
rom Us to You 


IN THIS HOLIDAY season, 
we salute our readers, the most 
wonderful people in our land. 
We offer a special salute to the 
several thousand self-sacrificing, 
devdted souls have given and 
collected nearly $40,000 in our 
papers year-end $64,000 fund 

‘appeal. 


HE i 
Received last week $ 2,085.75 
Total to date (Wed) $39,421.46 
Still to go $24,578.54 

Send your contributions to 
P.O. Box 136, Cooper Station, 
New York City 3, N. Y.; or bring 
to 35 E. 12th St., 8th floor, 
N. 3.C. ’ ‘ 
YS veld) 

But, alas, much as wed love WOR 
to avoid talking about it at such QRANSOZAOR 
a time we, have no choice but uy, 
to call attention to the $25,000 
to go. We need the whole 
amount to get through this final 
week of 1955 without adding 
to our already-oppressive. bur- 
den of debt. And we'll have to 
keep vlugging. 

What worries us is that at 
the present rate of $2,000 or so 
a week, we have no idea how 
well complete the year even 


with what we can borrow. 3 bn See P 
wiis"ecaeci Two Pages on AFL-CIO Resolutions § *; «3; 
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Mrs. Roosevelt, 45 Others Ask 


Christmas Amnesty for’ 
16 Smith Act Prisoners 


ON CHRISTMAS DAY, 1921, Eugene Victor Debs, champion of peace, socialism 
and the cause of the working class, walked out of the federal prison at Atlanta, a free man 
by virtue of a Christmas rom granted <A President Warren G. — rere juetal 


ands of trade unions had pressed 
the President to act. 

At this Christmas season, 34 
years later, the widow of another 
President and 45 other prominent 
Americans made public their letter 
urging President Eisenhower to 
grant Christmas amnesty to 16 
Communist Party leaders now in 
prison under the Smith Act. 

Their action was announced to 
the press by Rev. ‘A. J. Muste, sec- 
retary emeritus of the ‘Fellowship 
of Reconciliation. Their letter urg- 
ed that ‘sentences of the sixteen 
be commuted ‘to time already serv- 
ed and that the cases of another 
180 under the Smith Act pending 
before trial or appeal courts be 
postponed. | 
_ Signers include: Mrs. Eleanor 
Roosevelt; Dean John C. Bennett 
of Union Theological Seminary; 
Lewis Mumford; Norman Thomas 
Elmer Rice, playwright; Chasiale. 


- MUMFORD 


men 


t with the philosophy. of : the! 


John M. Krumm of Columbia Unt Communist Party and. with essen- | 


versity; Stephen Carv: secretsr of 
the American Section, Rididiens 
Friends Service Committee, & iii- 
adelphia; Henry Steele Commager, 
Columbia University, A. J. Muste 
and others. 


The petitioners point out that. 


they “are in fundamental disagree- 


tial elements in its program and 
are motivated in their present ac- 
tion by their attachment to the 
‘democratic way of life and the 


desire to maintain and strengthen . 


it. 


“We call attention to Supreme 


‘Court Justice Black’s description 


lo of the character of the Smith Act 
and the trial of Communist Party 
leaders under it'in his dissenting 
opinion. 

“Recently the Supreme Court 
nee by agreeing to review ‘the 
California Smith Act prosecutions 
as recognized the appropriateness 
of a ‘second look’ at the Act. 
| “Among the 16 for whom we 


(Continued on Page 13) 


ment with the philosophy of the 
Communist Party and with essen- 
tial elements in its program and are 
motivated in their present action | 
by their attachment to the dem-' 
ocratic way of life.” 

The statement quotes the dis- h 
senting opinion of Justice Black 
when the conviction of the 11 top, 
Communist Party leaders was be- 
fore the Supreme Court to the 


THOMAS _ | 


| Assignment: USA 


Joe North Writes 
Some Xmas Cards 


By JOSEPH. NORTH 


LIKE many of you I have 
been toiling under the mid- 


night lamp over the Christ- 
mas cards. Time being what it 
is I realize with dismay that I 
cannot possibly send all the 
greetings I 
would want to 
send, for some 
of - the folk 
whose hands I 
want to clasp 
—by proxy ol 
the postman— 


do not know 
me. And yet 4 
want to ‘con- 
vey to them my 
gratitude for their works. 

At the top of my list are the 
men and women: who will not 
be around the table when the 
carolers. are in. the cold streets 
outside, who will not sit in the 
warmth of their families. I think 
of the men and women behind 
ivon bars who have committed 
no-crimes except the one which 
is regarded by the authorities as 
the most heinous of all. They 
strove to make real and perma- 
nent the peace on earth, good 
will to men which others sing 


- about. 


| THINK of the young fathers 


put them in prison. I am cer- 
tain this augurs a train of events 
that will open the doors upon 
men and women like Elizabeth 
Gurley Flynn, Jacob Mindel, 
Alexander Bittelman, Robert 
Thompson, Gus Hall, Pettis Perry 
and the others who will, one day 
in our time, be honored as, the 
heroes and heroines of this age. 
* 
_ J WANT to send the season’s 
greetings to Mrs. Mamie Brad- 
ley, whose magnificent strength 
ms spirit surmounts an enormous 
‘ grief as she crusades through the 
land to end the ‘atrocity that 
murdered her child, Emmett Till. 
And to the indomitable Negroes 
who live under the terror of the 
assassination which has: already 
picked many of their neighbors 
off because they take their stand 
for the rights inherent to us all. 

I have brought my greetings 
in person to a Negro woman I 
know who is in a valiant fight 
against death as she lies in a 
grim hospital ward of the city. 
Through the spasms of pain, her 
eyes lit up as I answered the 
questions she gasped about her 
friends who are continuing the 
fight to which she has dedicated 
her life. 

There is grandeur in the ten- 
acity to whith she clutches life 
as death stares into her face. 
You know that she commands 


and mothers whose children long 
for them and to them I have 
sent my profoundest - greetings, 
these Americans who are in jail 
‘because of a tyrannical Smith 
Act which threatens every man 
and woman. of Labor. - 

And it is heart-warming to 
learn, as this is written, that a- 


herself to live so that she can 
return to her place in the ranks 
of battle. | 
She recalls for me the men 
,and women of colonial Jands 
‘whom I want to greet, those who 
gathered at Bandung in far-off 
Indonesia to mark another turn- 


; ss ing-point in man’s history. 
committee of respected citizens ing-point i: ay * history 


is urging amnesty for them and 


the revocation of the law that MY GREETINGS would go 


effect, that the defendants were 


not charged with “acts of any| Did Roy Cohn Write AFL-CIO Preaidauis 


kind designed to overthrow the 


Speech? 


to all those who made possible 
the merged strength of fifteen 
| million Amerjcan workingmen 


government’ nor with “saying or 
writing anything “designed to ac- 
complish that objective but only 
with the purpose to “use speech or 
newspapers in the future to teach. By GEORGE MORRIS 
«und advocate the forcible Over: | 
throwaf the government.” 

It is pointed out that recently 
the Supreme Court has agreed to 
consider review of the California 
convictions under the Smith Act. 
It is urged that an amnesty now 
“would give proof of our con-| 
fidence in democratic institutions,” | 
and would contribute to world lent strong confirmation to predic- 
peace by encouraging and _inspir-| 
ing the friends of the United States 
and winning new ones. 

The statement said in part: 

“We respectfully urge you to 
grant an amnesty commuting the 
sentence of the 16 men and women 
now in prison under the Smith 
Act (Alien Registration Act of 
1940) to time already served, and : 
to use your influence to secure the associated with these leaders are 
postponement of trials in the 180 Peing heard. 
cases presently awaiating Trial! 
Court of Appeals Court decisions 
under the Act. 


sociation of Manufacturers and his 
aggressive attack upon India 
Burma and Yugoslavia, and upon 
‘America’s liberals. 


on many basic issues . between 
the former AFL’s tory wing and 
ithe former CIO unions, Leaders 
of the ClO wing arent saying 
much in public. They can hardly 
risk an internal struggle at this 
stage. But voices in the ranks of 
liberals (of the ADA line) closely 


* 


SPEAKING before the National 
Religion and Labor Foundation. 


“Those who present this peti- hincheon attended by 1,200 liber- the 


Meany’s Attack on Liberals Gets Cold Response 


“WHERE IS GEORGE MEANY trying to: take the newly-formed AFL-CIO?” That 
question was raised in many. quarters last wee k—the first- week after the merger, after the 
AFL-CIO president's ill-fated effort t to reach. a ken). «nme pact with the National As- 


This week's developments also. 


tions that ‘differences will sharpen . 


MEANY 
ICFTU’s 


executive board, 


tion are in fundamental disagree- als, labor leaders and members of ;Meany concentrated his attack on. 


"D. of J. Mioves Against UE Under | 
McCarran Police-State Law 


THE DEPARTMENT of Justice moved against the United | 


Radio and Machine Workers last week, to have the 
union labelled “communist-dominated” 
Communist -Control Act. 

The petition, fled by Attorney General Brownell and William 
F. Tompkins, assistant in charge of internal security, is the second 
such major anti-labor act by the Department in recent months. 
The other union involved is the Mine, Mill and Smelter Workers 
which is challenging the petition in court. 

Under the law the 100,000 member UE must now submit to 
hearings before the Subversive Activities Control Board, to answer 
the charge of “communist domination.” If SACB upholds the 
Department's petition, the union will lose all rights under. the 
National Labor Relations Act, and as few as 20 percent of its 


members may appeal for new elections of officers and representa- 
tives. 


The UE is now engaged in a long strike im ten Westinghouse | 


plants... The. attack: on the* Mine, Mill, and Smelter. Union was also 
~— rhage’ the union. was involved in a strike ansinst copper 


[- 


ae 
vel ants 


=pany "te a a oe es 7. 


pC anscee 


TY) NT Wain, i” 4 Pap bighps 1 aa way — 


1% i 4ehr 


under the 1954 so-called | 


~ America’s liberals for being. “anti- 
‘anti-Comunists” and “stone silent” 
‘about the alleged “concentration 
camps” in the Soviet Union. 


His main theme was that there’ 
ican be no neutrality in the war 
on Communism and that 
land Tito are not neutral. 
are aides and allies in fact and in 
effect” of the Communists. 


Meany went so far’as to de- 
nounce the statements of Khrush- ' 
‘chev and Bulganin in Burma and 
‘India when they told the welcom- 
ing people where they build their 
future as they see fit without de- 
pendence on the Western powers, 
‘ip oppressed them for centuries. 


Meany called this “racialism in re- 
iverse.” 

|. Dorothy Schiff, publisher of the 
'ADA-line liberal New York Post. 


lcommented that Meany’s speech 


eee Tead as though jt was :weitten by 
ode , 


dovizeib ab te  weeard 


“Nehru i 
They ' 


and workingwomen for doubtless 
time will record this as a boon 
to all our countrymen’ who 
strive for a nation truly prosper- 
ous, truly free, truly in peace 
with all. 

And there are many personal 
friends, some of whom do not 
see eye to eye with me in poli- 
tics and other matters but in 
whom the spark of freedom 
glows for all man. 

I think of my friend Giuseppe 
who insists that he will vote for 


Roy Cohn. Joe Lash, the Post's 
foreign affairs writer, quoted with 
K. T. Tripathi, representative of 
India’s. National Labor Congress; —. | 
on the ICTFU, as saying that CIO| Eisenhower if he runs but who 
leaders had expressed to him strong, 2/89 Deleves that bill Foster Is 


ai 1”” ' the greatest man the working- 
a Mammys speach. class has produced in this coun- 


; try. 
“Meany’s speech has reawaken- I think of my friend, the lay- 
ed concern whether the united la- 


preacher who says socialism is 
bor movement will back the ex-) unnecessary but who believes 
tremist policy lines of Senator! 


that Marxists are the true be- 
Knowland.” lievers. “They shall sit at God’s 
: right hand because their works 
are good even though they ex- 


pect no reward in Heavern” 
* 


OH THERE are so many, that 
I know I would never manage 
to send them all the greetings 
I feel they merit. Because I have 
a decided concern for the cultural 
life of our nation I would want 
to greet all the writers who toil 
on in their lonely rooms to pro- 
duce truth and. beauty in these 
| dark days when God alone 
knows how their works will 
break through the barriers of 
commercial silence t6 reach the 
audiences that. they should 
reach. , 
I should want to send a card 
to each of the cast that played, 
for example, in The Diary of 
Ann Frank, and to the others 
off-Broadway who appear be- 
fore small audiences because 
' preducers fear the big stories 
they tell. 


* 


LASH <also noted that while 
Meany’s speech was received cold- 
ly Reuthet's speech before the 
same luncheon, in which he stressed 
his “positive approach” —economic 
‘aid ‘to underdeveloped countries | 
and. wiping out racialism within 
_America—got.a much warmer re-, 
ception from the audience. While 
'Reuthe® did wot take “direct issue’ | 
with ‘Meany; wrote Lash,° his re-' 
‘marks “indicated a wide gap _ be- | 
tween his: foreign policy approach 
and .Meany’s,” and he concluded: | 


“Before ‘the merger there was. 
considerable speculation in. labor 
circles as to how the united labor 
movement would be able to bridge’ 
this gulf between Meany’s and, 
Reuther'’s views on. foteign policy.” 


Lash also ‘néted ‘that ~ + erg 
Knowland' praised Meany-s ; pos 
‘ion as fat. better than ‘that iy a 
gregt inany American. he ow 
Meany's popularity with the Know-| 
landites was further ‘eonfirmed * 
a cohimn by David Lawrence! AND BECAUSE I have not 
(Monday, Dee. 19) in which he’ outgrewn the interests of -a 
also praised Meany in similar terms younger generation that revels 


‘and repristed’ more than half of) in the achievements of the dia- 


2 {Continued on Page 12). ;, (Continued on Page 13). 
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ghbhors’ Response to. Lester 


Keystone L 


Strikers’ Aid Appeal ‘Terrifie’ 


LAST. WEEK the residents of Highland Gardens, Delaware 
County, were asked to help the Westinghouse workers on strike at 
the Lester plant. 

The response was terrific and heartwarming. 

Ninety percent—nine out-of ten—who were visited made a con- 
tribution—either “in can or coin.” 

The collection was made by the Strike Relief Committee of the 
union, UE Local 107. The way they organized it seems so simple 
and effective that we want to tell you about it—because you may 
belong to a union, a fraternal organization, a church group, any 
kind of club that might want to help these 6,000 strikers and their 
families. 

First, the committee distributed a leaflet to the homes they 
intended to visit. One day later they returned. The leaflet said: 

“This is the ninth week of the WESTINGHOUSE strike. 

“Six thousand workers at Lester are still resisting the attempts 
of the Westinghouse Company to force us to take an average 20 

“percent wage cut and destroy our union conditions. This would 
mean a yearly loss of $7,000,000 in purchasing power in our area. 

“A major wage reduction in any one industry can and will ulti- 
mately affect the working people in all industries and the merchants 
who depend on the wages of workers for their sales. 

“For this reason we are appealing for public support. We are 
soliciting foodstuffs as well as money contributions to aid our peo- 
ple over this difficult period. 

“Tomorrow we will be here to solicit your support. Anything 
you care to contribute—can or coin—will be appreciated.” 


To give a better idea of the responsibility each of us has to- 
ward these strikers, let us quote part of a UE letter being sent 
through the mails, which came to our attention: 

“Dear friend: 

“As Westinghouse management continues to refuse to negotiate 
the Westinghouse workers and their families are undergoing real 
hardship. Many are facing eviction, foreclosure of mortgages, and 
actual seizure of furniture. They need help to meet their immediate 
needs. 

“A critical situation facing 6,000 men and women and their 
families, particularly at this season of the year, is the concern of all 
citizens.” 

_. The address of UE Local 107, where the strike relief committee 
may be reached, is 345 Bartram Ave., 


Five’ Appeals 


i Steve Nelson and four other Com- 


‘atrocious 20-year sentence under 


_ Tinicum 3-2990. 


Completion of 


(Continued from Page 16) 
that this country’s leadership on a 
world scale is seriously jeopardized 
by our denial to millions of Negro 
citizens here those same _ rights 
which. we boast abroad as the 
birthmark of all Americans. 

Delegates were given a pamph- 
let “Congress Must Act on Civil 
Rights Now,” issued by the na- 
tional office of the Conference. 
“Let's make clear,” the preface em- 
phasized, 
NOT WORDS, on civil rights.” 

The pamphlet urged support 

of a Civil Rights Work Sheet for 

1956 as follows: 

® Setting up an effective Fed- 

eral. FEPC. 

® Federal funds for educa- 

tion, housing and welfare to be 
available only to applicants 
eomplying with Constitutional 
bars against segregation and 
ether forms of discrimination. 

® Lynching and other as- 

saults by public officials or priv- 

ate citizens, acting either in con- 
cert or individually, on person 
or property because of race, 


“that we wart ACTION, 


oe 


: 


‘the House Rules. Committee. 


Essington, Pa., telephone 


a 


color, religion. or ni rational origin, 
to be made a Federal crime. 


© Interference with the right 
to register or vote in primary or 
general Federal elections to be 
wiped out, and the polltax abol- 
ished. 

® Creation of a Civil Rights 
Division within the Department 
of Justice, headed by an Assis- 
tant Attorney General, with au- 
thority to protect civil rights in 
all sections of the country. 

© Establishment of a perman- 
ent Federal Commission on Civil 
Rights to make continuous ap- 
praisals and recommend action 
with respect to civil rights prob- 
lems. 

© Elimination of remaining 
segregation and other forms of 
discrimination in interstate 
travel. 

® Establishment of majority 
rule in the Senate and House of 
Representatives. 

In. this connection the pamph- 
let emphasized that majority rule 
in the House of Representatives is 
thwarted by the veto power of 
In 


‘the Senate the filibuster blocks ac- 


tion by a voting majority. 


Supreme Court 
To Act on ‘Pgh. 


PITTSBURGH. — The decision 
of the U. S. Supreme Court to re- 
view the Smith Act convictions of 


munist leaders sentenced here in 
August, 1953, to five years im- 
prisonment puts squarely before 
the court the fact that Nelson was 
twice convicted for the same al- 
leged offensé in violation of the 
double jeopardy provision of the 
federal Constitution. The charges 
and the evidence in his state sedi- 
tion conviction and _ conviction 
under the Smith Act were identical. 

The same double jeopardy took 
place in the case of James Dolsen, | 
Pennsylvania correspondent of the 
Daily Worker, who got the same. 


the -state sedition law as Nelson. ' 


Dolsen’s appeal from this con- 
viction has been “frozen” in the 
Pennsylvania State Superior Court 
where it will remain until the 
U. S. Supreme Court decides 


whether passage of the Smith Act 
invalidated the sedition laws of the 
individual states. 


The three other convicted with '° 


Nelson and Dolsen were William 
Albertson, Benjamin Careathers 
and Irving Weissman. | 
The Third Circuit Court of Ap- 
peals at Philadelphia last June up- 
held the conviction of the five. 


However, for the first time in 


Smith Act trials the appeals court) 


was split. Two of the eight judges 
declared outright that there was no 
evidence on which a “guilty” de- 
cision could have been reached. 


In granting the <ppeal to the 
Pittsburgh Five the Supreme Court 
ordered a. consolidation of the 
hearings of arguments with the ap- 
peal previously granted 14 Cali- 
fornia Communist leaders convict- 
ed in Los Angeles several years 
ago for similar alleged violations 
of the Smith Act. 


early in the new year—indicate that 
the nation’s court of last resort has 
decided to pass on some of the 
fundamental questions raised in 
these appeals. Its rulings, accord- 
ing to the United Press, “may se 

broad standards for future :. 
cutions under the Smith Act.” 


, The Supreme Court's decision 
will vitally affect many other con- 
victions under the Smith Act, in- 
cluding that of the nine Philadel- 
phia Communist leaders whose ap- 
peal has not yet been heard by 
the federal Appellate Court for this 
district. 


LYL Opposes Renewal of Phila. Curfew; 
Proposes a ‘Positive’ Program Instead 


PHILADELPHIA. — In a state-| periences with the police make par- 
ment to the City Council's Com-/jticularly unwelcome rough handl- 
mittee on Public Safety at its pub-/|ing of teen-agers. 


lic hearing on the bill to extend | 


Daniel Rubin, spokesman for the 


the teen-age curfew another year,| League, emphasized that the de- 


the Labor Youth League declared | 


that “Not only doesn’t a- curfew 
tackle any of the causes of (youth) 
delinquency but it has a bad ef- 
fect. It brands all teen-agers as 
people to be feared by the rest of 
the community. With such an atti- 
tude towards the youth the inevit- 
able result is to obscure the causes 


and -become satisfied a curfew | 


solves the question.” 
Another bad effect, 


“tends to turn teen-agers’ attention 
to. violating the law without get- 
ting caught and increases rightful 
resentment against ‘getting pushed 
around by the cops.” This is es- 
pecially true, the statement points 
out, in Negro and Puerto Rican 


communities .where previous ea-. 


aecording | 
to the League, is that the curfew. 


‘= @&e rte 


linquency rate had increased ,dur- 
ing the vear in which the curfew 


‘has been in effect. This is admitted 


by Captain Harry Fox, head of the 
Juvenile Aid Bureau of the Police 
Department, which wants the ordi- 
nance extended. 

The League proposed the fol- 
lowing immediate “positive” pro- 
gram in place of renewing the cur-, 
few: 

® Establishment of an. advisory 
council composed of young peo- 
ple who head the citys major 


vouth organizations “so that the in- 


dispensable advice and action of 
Philadelphia's youth might be had 
in making and carrying out all 
plans.” 

® Drawing especially of trade 
unions 4nto the planning and a¢ 
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NAACP REMOVES COCA COLA MACHINE 


FROM NATIONAL OFFICE 


THE NATIONAL Association for the Advancement of Colored 
People recently removed a Coca Cola dispensing machine from its 
National Office in New York City because of the pressure tactics 
being used by a Coca Cola distsibutor-im South Carolina against Ne- 
groes who belong to the Association or who signed school desegre- 
gation petitions. 

This was revealed in a letter reported sent by Roy Wilkins, 

executive secretary of the NAACP to the Coca Cola bottling.com- - 
pany of New York City. 
- ” The letter also made reference to “additional reports” of “Coca 
Cola dealers elsewhere. in the South who are refusing to service 
colored retail outlets simply and solely because colored people are 
insisting on theis constitutional rights as American citizens.” 


FEPC Passed by House of Representatives 


In Delaware by One Vote on Fifth Try 

THE DEMOCRATIC-CONTROLLED Delaware State House 
of Representatives last week passed a Fair Employment Practices 
Commission bill by one vote. 

The measure sponsored by the lone Negro member of the lower 
chamber, Rep. Paul F. Livingsten (D-Wilmington), had been ‘voted 
down on four previous roll-call ballots in this session. This one need- 
ed vote that eased FEPC through the House came from Rep. George 
T. Macklin (D-Milford), majority leader, who had been recorded as 
not voting for four other times. 

The main opposition to an FEPC law in Delaware is coming 
from legislators from the southern end of the state, cutitng across 
party lines. 

The *state is made up of three counties, New Castle County, 
which includes the city of Wilmington and the bulk of the state popu- 
lation, and the two southermost ceunties, Kent and Sussex. It is in 
the latter two counties that the opposition to FEPC is strongest and 
anti-desegregation forces the most outspoken. 

After passage in the House the bill went to the Senate, where 
FEPC opponents started erecting obstacles to block progress in that 
body. 

_ The reactionary racist elements in the Senate first shunted the 
bill inte the Public Health Committee that is dominated by one of 
the Assembly’s most reactionary members—Sen. Walter J. Hoey (D- 
Milford, Sussex County). This action drew a protest from Wilming- 


ate. 


ton Democrat and longtime liberay, Sen. John E. Reilly. 
But the FEPC bill now remains stuck in committee in the Sen- 


Budget and Personnel Needed 
To Breathe Life in FEPC 


The Pennsylvania Fair Employment Practices Commission re- 


cently established by the present state legislature is a commission in 
name only since neither has personnel been appointed nor money 
appropriated to bring the FEPC into real life. 

Let Governor Leader know that you want a working commis- 
sion with the funds necessary to — out its job. 


“North Star’ 


wishes to extend a Merry Christmas to all the 


readers and friends of the Pennsylvania Worker and to all those 
who stand for Peace, Progress and Freedom for All. 


ed 


(Continued from Page 16) 


|prosecuted for their beliefs and 
principles by means of laws which 
“| under ‘mine the Bill of Rights, such 
‘as the Smith Act, Internal Secur- 
ity Act, Walter-MeCarran Immi- 
gration Act and the Comunist Con- 
trol Act of 1954. We urge that you 
recommend to Congress legislation 
to repeal these undemocratic laws. 
We pledge our efforts to return our 
country to the road of democracy 
and freedom chartered by the Bill 
of Rights.” 


A collection of about $300 was 
taken for the work of the ECLC. 

The same evening at the YMHA 
the Philadelphia Associates of the 
Emergency Civil Liberties Commit- 
tee commemorated the day with a 
rally attended by some 300 per- 
sons. 

Summarizing the year 1955 from 


® Creation of a broad training the civil rights standpoint, Carey 


and placement program. 

® Institution of a free city col- 
lege. 

® Increase of recreational fa-' 
cilities, especially in workingclass, 
Negro and Puerto Rican communi- 
ties; more night schools for recrea- 
tion and job training. 

© Thorough investigation of po- 
lice handling of teen-agers, par- 
ticularly those from minority 


groups; reform of the juvenile Cor- | 


rection system with a big increase 
of funds arid facilities. 

® Ending the pattern of all-' 
Negro and ‘iL white public schools | 


in Philadelphia. 
Rubin urged that opponents of | 


the curfew write to Councilman 
Paul D’Ortona and the councilman 
from their own district immediate- 
ly. D’Ortona is sponsor of the ordi- 


nance and chairman of the Com- 


i 


mittee of Public Saketye a-:.. 


ee ee 


‘McWilliams, editor of The Nation, 
‘declared that while little new re- 
préssive legislation was enacted, 
there was no repeal nor amend- 
‘ment of what had, been on the 
statute books, nor had any been 
invalidated by the courts. . 

Jimcrow, he judged, .is. “defi- 
nitely on the downgrade in the 
South.” He predicted that in an- 
other 10 years large-scale racial 
discrimination would have disap- 
'peared in our country. 

Extension of blanket “security” 
regulations by ‘executive decrees, 
had “created a. most dangerous 
lsituation in industry. “Kangaroo 
trial” procedures thus instituted 
were, in his opinion, spreading. 

McWilliams said that the “for- 
ward” movement of the witchhunt 
|had slowed déwn buf had not been 


reversed. Further retardation can’! 
‘take place in PP inet wos _ thesepaggs next week. 


There is, he explained, a ‘civil 
rights bloc of some 15 Congress- 
men who plan to concentrate en 
pushing an, anti-lynching bill. He 
thought it might be passed. 

An “insidious liaison” exists in 
Congress, he ..warned, between 
top Democratic leaders and Demo- 
cratic chairmen of key House and 
Senate committees. This involves 
the Southern Dixiecrats, who in 
effect have a working alliance with 
key northern Democrats and Re- 
publicans and are thereby able 
to block civil rights legislation, es- 
pecially if it—as does practically 


all such legislation—affect the -Ne- 


gro people. 


Editorial 


(Continued from Page 16) 
Negro History Week in Febru- 
ary. | 
We are not entering into com- 
petition with the other groups 
and organizations giving lead- 
ership and support to: this im- 
port effort. All contributions 
collected will be turned over to 
one or another of the _ respon- 
sible committees, to be forward- 
ed to the South. 

Here's what you can do: 

‘}, Prepare your own contribu- 
tion of food. Canvass your 
neighbors and pick up their con- 
tribution. 

2. If you are active in circulat- 
ing the Penna. Edition through 
canvassing or home delivery, 
ask each ene of your readers 
for their food contribution. 

3. To arrange immediate 
pickup of your food contribu- 
tions send a postcard or letter 
to P.O. Box 4517, Phila. 31, 
Pa. or be prepared to bring 
your contributio to the collec- 
tion station we are arrangi for 
Thursday evening, Jan. 5. The 


: 
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Address all correspondence to 


ROBERT KLONSKY, Editor and Circulation Manager 
P.O. Box 4517, Philadelphia, 31, Pa. 


THE WORKER, SUNDAY, DECEMBER 25, 1955 


SHARE YOUR FOOD 


An Editorial 


“IT MAY WELL be that when 
the smoke of battle clears a way, 
the aid sent to the people of 
Clarendon County (South Caro- 
lina) last week by the Baptist 
Ministers’ Conference of Phila- 
delphia and Vicinity will be ap- 
praised as one of the chief fac- 
tors in the ultimate victory of 
right over wrong.” 

The above is the last para- 
graph of an editorial in the Phil- 
adelphia Tribune, and the obser- 
vation is sound. 

The program fostered by the 
local Negro baptist clergymen 
garnered $1900 and four tons 
of food which has been sent to 
the Negroes manning the front 
lines of democracy in the South. 

Some will say that $1900 and 
four tons of food are not much 
in terms of the thousands of 
people involved and the vast 
scope of the struggle shaping up 
in the South. But $1900 and 
four tons of food cannot be 
~added to the situation in the 
South, or in Philadelphia, in 
terms of plain arithmetic. The 
arithmetic of politics must be 
applied to particular situations, 
very often resulting in much 
more than four as the sum two 
plus two. 

The concrete material aid to 
those who are standing up in 
the face of the . “econime 
Squeeze’ and “Operation Mur- 
der” being conducted by the 
White Citizens Councils will go 
to keep the wolf from the door. 


The outside aid will point up 
the fact that they do not stand 
alone. 

In Philadelphia, the situation 
addr upto something like this— 
1956 is a major election year. 
Among other offices, Pennsyl- 
vania will elect a U.S. Senator. 
The struggle of the Negro for 
full political rights in the South 
is shaping up as a major issue 
for the 1956 elections—the big- 
ger the load of food and the 


south, the more peeple involved 


—the bigger the issue in the com- | 


ing campaign. 

The Baptist clergymen kick- 
ed off the aid .to the South 
campaign. At this writing, in 
addition, the Philadelphia Com- 
mittee Against Juvenile Delin- 
quexcies and Their Causes, the 
Civil Liberties Department of 
theNegro Elks, and numerous 
fraternal and civic organizations 
are already in action collecting 
food and money. 

The Pennsylvania Worker 
urges full support to this cam- 
paign. 

But more than:merely urging 
support, we intend to do all in 
our power to actually help guar- 
antee that support. We there- 
fore wish to announce the open- 
ing of a special, supporting cam- 
paign in the name of the Penna 
Edition of The Worker for the 
collection of canned foods and 
other staples between now and 


(Continued on Page 15) 


By JAMES DOLSEN 

PHILADELPHIA. — In accord- 
ance with a proclamation by May- 
or Clark setting Dec. 15 aside as 
Civil Rights Day in commemora- 
tion of the 164th anniversary of 
the adoption of the Bill of Rights 
amendments to the national Con- 
stitution, two well-attended as- 
semblies of Philadelphians on that 
day called upon the incoming Con- 
gress to act on legislation enforcing 
eivil rights. 

Clark’s proclamation declared 
the guarantees of those first 10 
amendments as the “foundations 
of our freedom today as they were 
at the birth of our nation.” He 
warned. these rights were under 
attack “within our own borders and 
must be protected against those 
who would sacrifice due process of 
law, fair trial and hearing, honest 
inquiry and free expression. 

A “LEADERSHIP Conference 
on Civil Rights” took place in the 
Mayor’s office at which Clark him- 
self presided. The room was pack- 


‘Fordham, dean of 


nion Leader . 


prominent in the dozens of vari- 
ous civic, labor, Negro.and church 
and fraternal organizations. 

After an address by Jefferson B. 
e University 
of Pennsylvania Law -School, on 
the evolution of interpretations of 
the Bill of Rights by the U. S. 
Supreme Court, president A. Philip 
Randolph of the Brotherhood of 
Sleeping Car Porters spoke. He 
§ the urgency of a rallying 
of all democratic elements to se- 
cure enforcement of the consti- 
tutional guarantees of civil rights 
for the embattled Negro people in 
the South. 

“The unfinished. revolutionary 
and civil wars must,” he stressed, 
“be carried to completion not only 
in the interest of the Negro peo- 
ple but of all Americans. This re- 
quires that the struggle of the 
NAACP for enforcement of the’ 
Supreme Court’s decision outlaw- 
ing segregation be given all pos- 
sibie aid. 
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‘Completion’ of Revolution Is § 
Needed, Says Negro 


Jimerow Losing 
In South, Says. 


Nation Editer | 
Miss Odos Nicholson, a civil 
rights attorney from Chicago and 
member of the Executive Board of 
the National Lawyers Guild cha 
ter there, substituted for Earl Dick- 
erson, unable to attend because of 
illness. She has been associated 


| with him in civil rights issues. 


The core of the fight for civil 
rights at this time was, she em- 
phasized, support of the fight of 
the Negroes in the South to en- 
force the desegregation decree of 
the U. S. Supreme Court and their 
right to participate in the electoral 
process, 


The rally summed up its objec- 
tive in a telegram sent Presidnet 
Eisenhower.- The concluding part 
is quoted below. 


“We have been heartened by re- 
cent events which indicate that 
McCarthyism has not been able 
to destroy our traditional freedoms, 
but we are deeply concerned that 
individuals and organizations are 


Randolph also stressed the fact 


ed with some 300 men and women 
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FOOD EASES 
SOUTHERN SQUEEZE 


See Picture and 


Stry on Page Il 


Members of the Philadelphia)been 
committee “Aid For the Southern 


delivered to 


Clarendon 


; 


lines or neighborhood hangouts for 
someone to quip: “Everybody is 
for the Westinghouse workers ex- 
cept Westinghouse Corporation.” 

This happy slogan is bound to 
grow even more popular with the 
announcement this week that the 
union’s fight for unemployment 
compensation for the duration of 
the strike is getting the support 
‘from three Pennsylvania State 
Representativcs—all of them Re- 
publican! 


a resolution will be introduced by 
Arthur Rubin’ and Abraham Sig- 
man—both . of Philadelphia and 
also Republicans—asking the State 
Legislature to go on record as 
urging John Torquato, Secretary 
of Labor and Industry, “to deter- 
mine at once whether or not it is 
a fact that the Westinghouse work- 
ers are the victims of a lockout, 
‘and if it is so found, to immedi- 


GOP Legislators Back UE 
Demand for Jobless Pay 


greater the amount of sums sent | 


LESTER, Pa. 


FOR THE PAST few weeks, as support from labor unions and political leaders, most- 
ly Democratic, continued to pile up here for the striking Westinghouse workers of Lo- 
cal 107, United Electrical Workers, it has been common during discussions around picket 


unemployment compensation 
the law provides.” 
*« 


THE SUPPORT of the Repub- 
lican legislators followed the is- 
suance of a strongly worded state- 
ment by all five Philadelphia 
Democratic U. S. Representatives 
declaring that while on the one 


union has conducted its side of 


the 


learn that the Westinghouse Cor- 
poration locally has made no ef- 
fort to resume negotiations on this 
issue, despite repeated requests by 
the union to do so.” 

The five Congressmen . who 
signed the statement are William 
J. Green, chairman of the Phila- 
delphia Democratic City Commit- 
tee, Earl Chudoff, William  T. 
Granhan, James A. Byrne and 


hand “from our observations, the; 


ately declare them eligible for! William A. Barrett. 
as 


As for the labor movement, vir- 
tually every union local in Del- 
aware County has pledged support 
to the Westiaghouse workers from 
the day they were locked out. 
—— the course of the strike 
many have contributed money and ° 
‘food, and some have cooperated 
on the picket line. 

In adjoining Philadelphia about 
‘a half dozen locals have done like- 


On the suggestion of Charles C.\the dispute in the most orderly|.«.. But the bulk of the labor 
Smith, Republican floor leader andjand peacefu! manner,” on | 
representative of Delaware County/other hand, “we are amazed to 


‘movement in the larger city has 
‘yet to be heard from. 

| Among the locals who made 
‘contributions this week are UAW 


Local 918 at the Ford plant in 
Chester, $1,000; IAM-AFL Lodge 
1717, empolyed at Yale and 
Towne, Phila., $872.46; Textile 
Workers Union Local 178, Ches- 
ter, $221.80; Midvale Steel Work- 
ers, Federal Labor Union 18887, 
'$150.47 at a gate collection. 


SOME CHRISTMAS DAY THOUGHTS 


for this circulation story a week in 


advance, we looked at our calendar 
and confirmed the fact that you will 
be reading this on Christmas Day. 
‘It didn’t take long to realize we 
werent going to write the kind of 
story on circulation we originally 
had in mind. : 

With our annual circulation 
‘campaign being launched one week 
from now—Jan. 1—there are many 
questions requiring attention: How 
many subscriptions will this or that 
area secure? What plans are shap- 


‘ing up to secure the maximum num- 


Oppressed” (AFSO) lend a hand 
loading a freight truck with four 
tons of food bound for Clarendon 
County, South Carolina, as sup- 


port for the embattled Negroes, aur sta 
and civic organizations, 


who are fighting to bring greater 
ny for all in the South to- 
ay. 

AFSO. was established by the 
Conference to conduct the cam- 
paign to aid “their brethern” in 
the South. The above four tons of 


food plus some $2,000 were taken! 
up at mass a meeting on Dec. 4; 


at the Emmanuel Institutional 
Bautist Church, and have already 


‘County. 


ber of renewals? Are Press Com- 

In the past three to four weeks! tee meetings being held, etc. 
the campaign to aid the South etc., etc—all very proper and press- 
has fanned out to include other! ing questions. 


denominations, fraternal, church,) But other questions kept press- 
ing forward—questions that are 

Last Tuesday evening at Rev.' truly at the very heart of our forth- 
H. J. Trapp’s Thankful Baptist' coming circulation campaign. We 
Church, 15 and Dauphin Sts., per-| look through the past issues of the 
sons attending a highly spirited Pennsylvania Edition and reread 
and packed gathering brought in|the reports on the strike of tlie 
another load of food and lbw pent than 6,000 Westinghouse 
for the South. The meeting was{ workers, now entering its 10th 
sponsored by the Philadelphia Cit-| week! Unless the company is forced 
izens Committee against Juvenile to retreat from its policy of pro- 
Delinquencies and Their Causes, vocations, violence and injunctions 


| 


their modest demands, these work- 
ers, their wives and kids will be 
out there on the picket line this 
Christmas week. They need and 
deserve the maximum support, and 
our paper has been urging all out 
support, (See Keystone Labor col- 
umn, this issue). How many addi- 
tional readers are going to learn 
about this and other labor strug- 
gles to come in 1956 as 4 result of 
‘our circulation efforts in the next 


three months? 
» 


WE THOUGHT of the inspir- 
ing_and growing moyement for 
support in Philadelphia and other 
Northern cities to the heroic Negro 


people in the South, engaged in a 
life and death battle for their free- 
dom, against the lynchings and the 
economic starvation campaign of 
the “Citizens Councils” and other 
racist, terrorist groups. And we de- 
cided that our circulation cam- 
paign must become the means of 
ee the fullest material sup- 
port to the campaign being con- 
ducted by such groups the newly- 
established committee for “aid for 


the southern oppressed,” set up by 


ON INCREASING OUR CIRCULATION 


HAVING to prepare the copy against’ these strikers and grant;the Baptist Minister’s Conference 


in Philadelphia a few weeks ago. 
In fact, with this issue we are 
launching just such a campaign of 
suppotr among our readers, the 
details of which you will find 


elsewhere in this issue, 
= 


INCREASED circulation - this 
year—and specifically in the next 
weeks will mean that much addi- 
tional support to these struggles— 
and more. In one week we enter 
the year 1956—the year of crucial 
Presidential elections, Congres- 
sional elections, ‘elections to the 
state legislature. It will be a year 
of great political and legislative 
battles, affecting the peace and se- 
curity of the people in our city, 
state and nation. 


What kind of contribution will 
our paper be enabled to make to 
these struggles? You, the individ- 
ual reader, together with the re- 
spective area press and circulation 
committees hold the answer to 
that question. Think about these 
p08 ¢ this Christmas Day and 
ponder them well—and then an- 
swer the question: What shall-our 


circulation goal be and how shall 
we guarantee its achievement? 


